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Thb LIFE of 

William Laud. 



JOjp^ Illiam L a 17 o« archbiihop of 
“ j Canterbury, in th<? fixteenth centu- 
ry, was fon of* William Laud, a 
2 dfothier of Reading, in Berkshire* 
* by Lucia hV wife, W)dow pf* Mr, 
John Robidba* of Reading, ana #«£ *pf Sir 
William Wifcb, lord-mayor pf Lcift^HTtcoi. 

He was bora at Reading, b&%r the fc- 
venth 1573, and educated in the free fchool 
there; and in July IJ89, went to Oxford; 
and in June the year following, was efe&ed 
fcbolar of St. John’s college thete, under the 
tuition of Dr. John Buck6ridge« 

Vol. VI. • B In 



* , BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

Tn June 1593* he was made a fellow of 
that college ; and on the hr 11 of July, in the 
year following, took the degree of batchelor 
of arts ; and, on june the twenty ttxth 159S, 
that of matter of arts, being grammar-reader 
that year. January the fourth 1609, he was 
ordained deacon; and on April the fifth 1601, 
prieft : both which orders were conferred up- 
on upon him by Dr. Young, bifhop of Ro- 
chetter. 

In 1602, he read a divinity le&ure in St. 
John’s college, which was maintained by Mrs. 
Mag. May the fourth 1603, he was chofen 
pro&or of the univerfity of Oxford ; and 
•September the third following was made 
chaplain to Charles Blound earl of Devon- 
Ihire. July the fixth 1604, he toojff the de- 
gree of batchelor of divinity. 

December the twenty- fixth 1605, he mar- 
ried the earl of Devonfliire to Penelope, then 
wife of Robert, lord Rich ; which a&ion af- 
terwards gave him the moil fenfible regret. 

O&ober the twenty-firft 1606, he preatbed 
a fermon at St. Mary’s at Oxford, for which 
he was queftioned by Dr. Airy, the vice-chan- 
cellor. November the thirteenth 1607, he 
was induced into the vicarage of Stanford, 
in Northamptonfhire 5 and in April the year 
following, was made chaplain to l>r. Richard 
Neile, then bifhop of Rochester* September 
the feventeenth 1609, he preached his firil 
fermon before the king at Theobald’s ; and 
in October following, exchanged his ad vow- 
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Ton of North-Kil worth, for the reflory af 
Weft-Tilbury in Efi'ex, in order to be near Uh 
patron biftiop Neile, who, in May 1610, gave 
nim the re&ory of Cuckftone in Kent. Oc- 
tober the fecond following, he refigned his 
fellowfhip of St. John*s college in Oxford, 

Finding the air of Cuckftone prejudicial to 
him, he exchanged it for the living of Nor- 
ton ; into which he was indtlfkd in Novem- 
ber 1610, by proxy. 

About Chriftmas the fame year, the lord- 
chancellor Ellefmere complained againft him 
to the king, at the inftigation of Dr. Abbot, 
archbilhop ele£l. May the tenth 1611, he 
was ele&ed prefident of St. John’s college ; 
but his ele&ion being called in queflion, it was 
at laft fltnfirmed by his majefty. The fame 
year, on the thiid of November, he was fworn 
the king’s chaplain. April the eighteenth 
1601, Dr. Neile, then biftiop of Lincoln, 
gave him the prebend of Bugden; and De- 
cember the firft 1615, conferred upon him the 
archdeaconry of Huntingdon. In, November 
16 16, he was advanced by his majefty to the 
deanery of Gloucefter, and attended him to- 
wards Scotland, from whende he returned a 
little before him in 1617. • 

He refigned his living of Weft-Tilbury, 
and was induced into that of Ibftock, in Leicef- 
terftiire, on the fecond of Auguft i&vj. Ja- 
nuary the twenty-fecond 1620, he was inftalled 
prebendary of Weffminfler,- having had the 
advowfcn of it ten years the November be- 
B c fore. 


4 BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

fore. June th^twenty-ninth 1621, the king 
gave him the grant of thebilhopric of St. Da- 
vid’s ; to which fee he was chofen on the 
tenth of C Sober following, and refigrted the 
prefidentfhip of St. John’s college on the fe- 
venteenth of November. 

Shortly after, he contteded an intimacy 
with George Villieis, then marquifs of Buck- 
ingham; before whom, and the countefs his 
mother, he had a conference with Fiffier the 
jefuit, which confirmed their attachment to 
the proteftant religion. January the twenty- 
firft 1622 3, he was induded into the redory of 
Creeke, in Northamptonihire, which he held 
in commendam with his biffiopric. 

In Odober 1623, he incurred the difplca- 
fure of Dr. John Williams, bifhop ofXincoln, 
then lord keeper of the great feal. April the 
feventeenth 1624, he became deputv- clerk of 
the clofet to king Charles I. for Dr. Neile, 
then bilhop of Durham, who was indilpofed, 
and executed that office till the firft of May 
following. 

February the fecond 1625-6, he officiated 
at the coronation of his majefty, as dean a f 
Weftminfter ; the king having commanded 
biihop Williams, the dean of that church, 
not tobe prefent at that ceremony. June the 
twentieth 1626, he was nominated to the fee 
of Bath and Wells ; to which he was eleded 
on the fixteenth of Auguft. In the beginning 
of Odober, the fame year, he was made dean 
of the chapel royal ; and April the twenty-ninth 

1627, 
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1627, was made privy-counfellor to his ma« 
jefty. 

On the fifteenth of July 1623, he was 
tranflated to the bifhopric of Loudon ; and, 
about this time, his ancient acquaintance. Sir 
James Whitclocke, a judge, ufed to fay of 
him, that he was too full of fiie,* though a 
juft. and good man ; and, that his want of ex- 
perience in Hate matter*, and his too much 
fceal for the church, and heat, if he proceeded 
in the way he was then in, would fet this na- 
tion on fire. 

April the twelfth 1630, he w'as elected chan- 
cellor of the univerfity of Oxford, In May 
1633, he attended the king into Scotland ; 
and, June the fifteenth, was fworn counfellor 
of that knigdom. Auguft the fourth, the fame 
year, upon the death of archbiihop Abbot, the 
king refolved to advance him to the fee of 
Canterbury. 

The fame morning a perfon came to hrm, 
and affined him to be a cardinal. This offer 
he rejected, faying, that fomething dwelt 
within him which would not fuffer that, till 
Rome was other than it was. . 

September the nineteenth, he was tranflated 
to the archbifhopric of Canterbury, May the 
thirteenth he received the feals of his being 
chofen chancellor of the univerfity of Dublin 
in Ireland, to which office he had "been ele&td 
on the fourteenth of September 1633. March 
the fourteenth 16345, he was named , one 
of the commiffioners of the exchequer, upon 
. B 3 the 
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(he death of Wafton, lord high-treafurer of 
F.rgl.md. March the fixth, 1635-6, he pro- 
ceed the ftaff of lord high- treasurer of Eng- 
land for Dr. William Juxon, bifhop of Lon- 
don. June the fourteenth 1637, he made a 
lpcech in the Star-chamber at the cenfure of 
Dr. Jcihn Baftwic, Henry Burton, B. D. and 
William Prynne. Ef.j. 

In Ocloler following, he fell under the dif- 
plcafure of her majelcy, for complaining of 
the increafe and behaviour of the catholic par- 
ty. In the beginning of the long parliament, 
he was attacked on account of the canons 
ir.aie by the convocation in May 1640 ; where- 
upon he wrote a letter to Mr. Seldon, dated 
November the twenty-ninth 1640. 

December the fifteenth, thefe cairns were 
condemned by the hnufe of commons, as con. 
taining in them things contrary to the king’s 
pierogative, to the fundamental laws and tta- 
tutes of this realm, to the rights of parliament, 
to the property and liberty of -the fubjeft, and 
tending to (edition and dangerous confe- 
rence. 

December the eighteenth, he was accufed by 
the commons of high treafon ; upon which he 
was committed to the cuftody of the ufher of 
the black rod, a' d 6n the firft of March to the 
Tower. 

On the twelfth of March 164^-4, he was 
brought to his tryal, which Jailed for twenty 
days, till the twenty- ninth of July ; and on 
the twenty- firft of September, he made his 

recapitulation. 
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recapitulation. November the thirteenth, a, 
bill of attainder of him palled the houfe of 
commons; and, January the fixth* 1644 5 , 20 
palled the houfe of lords. 

He was beheaded on Tower- hill, on Fri- 
day, the tenth of January, aged feventy-one 
years, thirteen weeks, and four days ; and hi c . 
body was interred in the chancel of the church 
of Alhallows, Baikin ; from whence, in July, 
1663, it was removed to Oxford, and depo- 
fited in the chapel of St. John’s college. 

He compofed fevcral pieces befides his an- 
fwer to Fi flier. 

“ He was of low ftature,” fays Dr. Heylin* 
*' but of a ftrong compofition ; his counte- 
nance chearful and ruddy ; which chcarfulnefs 
and vivffcity he carried with him to the very 
block, notwithftanding the afflidlions of four 
years imprifonmenr. Of apprehenfion he was 
quick and fudden ; of a very fociable wit and 
pleafant humour ; and one that knew as well, 
bow to put off the gravity of his place and per- 
fon, .when he faw occaflon, as any man living.”- 

The following is an authentic relation 
of the Archbilhop’s Speech on the 
fcaffokl, and other cirCumllances 
attendi ig his execution. 

** Good people,. 

u THIS is an uncomfortable time to 
jpreachi yet UhaU. begin wkh a text of ferip- 
B.4. tyre; 
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tare; Ileb. xii. 2 , Let Us run with patience 
that race which is fet before us, looking unto 
jefus, the author and finifher of our faith, 
who, for the joy that was fet before him, en- 
dured the crofs, defpifing the fhamc, and is 
fet down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 

“ I have been long in my race; and how I 
have looked to Jefus, the author and finifher 
of my faith, he bell knows. I am now come 
to the end of my race, and here I find the 
ciofs, a death of fhamc ; but the (hame miift 
be defpifed, or no coming tQ the right hand 
of God. Jefus defpifed the fliame for me, 
a.^d God fo.bid but that I fhouid defpife the 
fhame for him. I am going apace, as you 
f.e, towards the red fea ; and my^fect are 
now upon the very brink of it ; an argument, 
] hope, that God is bringing me into the Land 
of Promife ; for that was the way through 
which he led his people : but, before they 
came to it, he inflituted a paflover for them ; 
a lamb it was, but it mull be eaten with fower 
herbs. I (hall obey, and labour to digefl the 
fower herbs as well as the lamb ; and l fhall 
x:mepber it in the Lord's paflover; T fhall 
not ttiink of the herbs, nor be angry with the 
hand which gathereth them ; but look up only 
t ) him who inflituted that, and governs thefe ; 
for men can have no more power over me 
than what is given them from above. I am 
not in love with this paflage through the Red- 
bea, for I have the weaknefs and infirmities 

of 
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of flefh and blood plentifully in me ; and l 
have prayed with my Saviour, * Ut tram'iret 
calix ilte ; That this cup of red- wine might 
pafs from me ; but, if not, Gvd’s will, not 
mine, be done ; and 1 Ifcall moll willingly 
drink of this cup as deep as he pleafes, and 
enter into this fea, yea and pafs through it, in 
the way that he (hall lead me. 

“ But I would have it remembered, good 
people, that, when God’s fervants were in this 
boiilerous fea, and Aaron among them, the 
Egyptians which perfecuted them, and did, in 
a manner, drive them into that fea, were 
drowned in the fame waters while they were 
in purfuit of them : I know my God, whom 
I ferve, is as able to deliver me from this fea 
of bloodftas he was to deliver the three chil- 
dren from the furnace ; and, I molt humbly 
thank my Saviour for it, my refolution is now 
as theirs was then : they would, not worfhip 
the image the king had fet up, nor will I the 
imaginations which the people are fetting 
Up ; nor will I forfake the temple and the 
truth of God, to follow the bleating of Jero- 
boam’s calf, in Dan and in Bethel : and, as 
for this people, they are, at this time; mife- 
rably milled : God, of his mercy, open- their 
eyes, that they may fee the right way ; for, 
at this day, the blind lead the blind 3 and, if 
they go on, both wilh certainly fall into the- 
ditch. 

“ For myfelf, I am, and I acknowledge it 
with all humility, a molt grievous (inner many-* 
B 5. wajAi, 
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way ; by thought, word, and deed ; and I 
cannot doubt but that God hath mercy in 
fforc for me, a poor penitent, as well as for 
other tinners. I have now, upon this fad oc- 
cafion, ranfacked every corner of my heart $ 
and yet, I thank God, I have not found, 
among the many, any one fin which deferves 
death by any known law of this kingdom ; 
and yet hereby I charge nothing upon my 
judges ; for, if they proceed upon proof by 
valuable witnefles, I, or any other innocent, 
may be juftly condemned : and I thank God, 
though the weight of the fentence lie heavy 
upon me, I am as quiet within as ever I was 
iu my life ; and, though I am not only the 
firft archbilhop, but the tirft man, that ever 
died by an ordinance of parliament, /jet fame 
of my piedecefTors have gone this way, though 
not by this means ; for Elphegus was hurried 
away, and loll his head by the Danes : and 
Simon Sudbury, in the fury of Wat Tyler 
and his fellows. Before thefe, St. John Bap- 
till had his head danced off by a lewd woman ; 
and St. Cyprian, archbilhop of Carthage, fub- 
xnitted his head to a perfecting fword. 
Many examples, great and good; and they 
teach me patience : for I hope my caufe in 
heaven will look of another dye than the co- 
lour that is put upon it here : and fome com- 
fort it is to me, not only that I go the way of 
thefe great men in their feveral generations, 
but alio that my charge, as foul as it is made, 
looks like that of the Jews againft St. Paul, 

Afts 
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AS $ xxv. 3 ; for he was accufed for the law 
and the temple ; i. e. religion : and, like that 
of St. Stephen, Ads vi. 14, for breaking the: 
ordinances which Mofes gave ; i. e. law and 
religion, the holy place and the temple; 
verle 13. But you will fay, Do I then com- 
pare myfelf with the integrity of St, Paul and* 
St. Stephen ? No^ fdr be that from me 5 I 
only raife a comfort to myfelf, that thefe great- 
faints and fervants of God were laid at in their 
times as I am now : and it is memorable* 
that Sc. Paul, who helped on this accufation. 
again ft St. Stephen, did after fall under the 
fame himfelf. Yea, but here’s a great cla- 
mour that I would have brought in popery : 
1 fhall anfwer that more fully by and by ; in 
the me£» time you know what the Pharifee faid 
againft Chrift himfelf, * If we let him alone, all 
men will believe in him, et vent Romani, and: 
the Romans will oome and take away both 
our place and the nation.’ Here was acaufelefs, 
cry againftChrift that the Romans will come; and- 
fee how juft the judgment of God was : they 
crucified Chrift for mar left tlie Romans Jhould. 
come, and his death was: it which brought in 
the Romans upon them, God puniftiing diem 
with that which they, moft feared : and I pray 
God this clamour of venient Romani, of which 
I ^ave given no caufe, help not to bring them 
in ; for the pope never had fuch a harveft in 
England fince the reformation, as he hath now 
upon the fefts and divifions that are artioiigft us. 

B 6 In 
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In the mean time, by hononr and di (honour* 
by good report and evil report, a? a deceiver, 
and yet true, am I palling through this world ; 
i Cor. vi. 8. Some particulars alfo I think it 
not amifs to fpeak of. 

** And, fir ft, this I fhall be bold to fpeak. 
of, The king,, our gracious fovereign, heha'h 
been much traduced alfo for bringing in of 
.popery ; but, on my confcience, of which I 
fhall give God" a very p refen t account, 1 
know him to be as free from this charge as 
any man living; and I Iiold him to be as 
found a proteflant, according to the religion 
by law eftablifhed, as any man in this king- 
dom ; and that he will venture his life as far 
and as freely for it ; and I think I do, or 
fhould, know both his affe&ion to Religion, 
and his grounds for it, as fully as any man in 
England, 

4i The fecond particular is concerning this 
great and populous city, which God blefs. 
Here hath been of late a fafhion taken up,, 
to gather hands, and then go to the great 
court of this kingdom, the parliament, and 
clamour for juftice ; as if that great and wife 
court, before whom the caufes come,, which 
are unknown to the many,, could not, or 
would not, do juftice but at their appoint* 
xnent. A way which may endanger ts any an 
innocent man, and pluck his blood upon their 
own heads, and perhaps upon this city’s alfo 
and this hath been' pra&iied againfl myfelf,. 
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the magiilrates fianding dill, and differing 
them to proceed from parifh to parifh without 
check. God forgive the fetters of this; witli 
all my heart I beg it ; but many well-mean- 
ing people are caught by it. In St. Stephen's- 
cafe, when nothing elfe would ferve, they 
(lirrcd up the people again!! him ; and He- 
rod, when he went the fame way, when he* 
had killed St. James, yet he would not venture* 
upon Sc. Peter till he found how the other 
pleafed the people : but take heed of having 
your hands full of blood,, for there is a time, 
bed known to himftlf, when God, above 
other fins, makes inquifnion for blood ; and* 
when that inquifition is on foot, the Pfalmift 
tclls us. That God remembers ; but that is 
not all.; He remembers, and forgets not* the 
complahit of the poor ; that is, whofe blood 
is fhed by oppreflior ; verfe 9. Take heed of 
this ; ’tis a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God, but then efpecially when- 
he is making inquifition for blood ; and, with 
my prayers to avert it, I do heartily define this 
city to remember the prophecy thatisexpreflfed 
Jer. xxvi. ij. 

** The third particular is the poor church of 
England. It hath flourilhed, and been a fhcl~ 
ter to other neighbouring churches, when 
dorms have driven upon them. But, alas } 
now ’tis in a ftorm itfclf, and God only knows 
whether, or how it (hall get out * and, which is 
w oxfe than a dorm from without, it is become. 
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like an oak cleft to (hivers with wedges made- 
out of its own body ; and, at every cleft, pro- 
phanenefs and irreligion is entering in, while, 
as Profper (peaks, in his fecond book, De 
Vita Contemptu, cap. iv. * Men that intro- 
duce prophanenefs, are cloaked over with the. 
name religionts imaginarix, of imaginary re- 
ligion :* for we have loll the fubAance, and 
dwell too much in opinion ; and that church, 
which all the jefuits machinations could not 
ruin, is fallen into danger by her owji. 

u The laft particular, for I am not willing 
to be too long, is myfelf. I was born and 
baptized in the bofom of the church of Eng- 
land, eftabliftied by law. In that profeffion I 
have ever iince lived, and in that I come now 
to die. This is no time to diflcmbj*! with 
God, leaft of all in matter of religion, and 
therefore I defire it may be remembered, I 
have always lived in the proteftant religion, 
eAabliihed in England ; and in that I come 
now to die. What clamours and (landers I 
have endured, for labouring to keep all uni- 
formity in the external fervice of God, ac- 
cording to the doctrine and difeipline of this 
church, all men know, and I have abundantly, 
felt. 

“Now, at laft, I am accufed of high-trea- 
fon in parliament; a crime which my foul 
ever abhorred. This treafon was Charged to 
confift of thefe two parts ; an endeavour to . 
fobvert the laws of the land, and a like en- 
deavour. 
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deavour to overthrow the true proteftant reli- 
gion eltablUhed by law, Befides my anfwera 
to the feveral charges, I protefted myinnocency 
in both houfes. ft was faid, Prifoners protes- 
tations at the bar muft not be taken. I can 
bring no*witnefs of my heart and the intentions 
thereof ; therefore I muft come to my protef- 
tation, not at the bar, but my proteftation at 
this hour and infant of my death 5 in which I 
hope all men will be fuch charitable Chriitians, 
as not to think I would die and diflemble, 
being inftantly to give God an account of the 
truth : I do therefore, in the prefence of God, 
and his holy angels, take it upon my death, 
That I never endeavoured the fubverfion either 
of law or religion ; and I defire you all to re- 
member this proteft of mine for myinnocency, 
in thefe, and from all treasons whatfoever. I 
have been accufed likewife as an enemy to par- 
liaments ; no, I underftand them, and the be- 
nefit that comes by them, coo well to be fo : 
but I did miflike the mifgovernment of forae 
parliaments many ways, and I had reafoa for 
it j for, corruplio optimi eft peffima $ there is 
no corruption in the world fo bad, as tha t 
whkh is of the befl thing in itfelf ; for the 
better the thing is in nature, the worfe it is 
corrupted ; and that being the higheft court, 
over which no other hath jurifdi&ion, whea 
’tis misinformed, or mif-governed, the fubjett 
is left without all remedy. But I have done, 
i forgive all the world, all and every of thofe 

fitter 
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bitter enemies which have persecuted me; and 
humbly defire to be forgiven of God firft, and 
then of every man, whether I have offended 
him or not, if he do but conceive that I have. 
Lord do thou forgive me, and I beg fbrgivenefs 
of him ; and fo I heartily defire yovt to join 
in prayer with me.” 

The Speech and prayers being ended, he 
gave the paper which he read unto Dr. Sterne, 
do firing him to (hew it to the other chaplains, 
that they might know how he departed out of 
this world ; and fo prayed God to (hew his 
mercy and bleflingson them : and noting how 
one Hind had employed himfelf, in taking a 
copy of his fpeech as it came from' his mouth, 
he defired him not to do hkn wrong ip pub- 
lishing a falfe or imperfed copy : which as 
Hind promifed him to be careful of, calling 
for puniShment from above if he Should do- 
otherwife; fo hath he reafonably well performed 
his promife ; the alterations or additions which 
occur therein, being perhaps the work of 
thofe who perufed his papers, and were to au- 
thorize them to public view, to fit it more 
unto the palate of the city fadion, and make 
it more confident with the credit of thofe 
guilty men who had voted to his condemna- 
tion. 

This done, he next applied himfelf to the 
fatal block, as to the haven of his reft : but 
finding the way full of people,, wha had 

placed 
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placed themfelves upon the theatre to behold 
the tragedy, he defired he might have room 
to die ; befeeching them to let him have an 
end of his miftries, which he had endured 
\ery long. Ail which he did with fo ferene 
and calm a mind, as if he had been rather 
taking order for another man’s funeral, than 
making way unto his own. 

Being come near the block, he put off his 
doublet, and ufed feme words to this effect ; ‘ 
M God’s will be done ; I am willing to go out 
of this world ; no man can be more willing^ to 
fcr.d me out of it.” And feeing, through the 
chinks of the boards, that fome people were 
got under the fcaffold, about the very place 
where the block was feated, he called on the 
officers »£or fome duft to flop them, or to re- 
move the people thence, faying. It was no 
part of his defires, that his blood ihould fall 
upon the heads of the people. 

Never did man put off mortality with a 
braver courage, nor look upon his bloody 
and malicious enemies with more Chriftian 
charity. 

Thus far he was gone in his way towards 
paradice, with fuch a primitive magnanimity 
as equalled, if not exceeded, the example of 
antient martyrs, when he was fomewhat inter- 
rupted in his quiet pafTaue by one Sir John 
Clotworthy, a fire-brand brought from Ireland 
by the earl of Warwick to encreafc the com- 
buftions in this kingdom ; who, finding that 
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the inockings and reviling*-. of malicious people 
had no power to move him, or iharpen him 
into any difconient or fhew of paflion, would 
needs put in, and try what he could do with 
his fpouge and vinegar ; and, ftepping to him 
near the block, aiked him, with iuch a pur- 
pofe as the Scribes and Phari!e£s uftd to pro- 
pofe questions to our Lord and Saviour, not 
to learn by him, but to tempt him, or to ex- 
pofe him to fome disadvantage with the (landers 
by, What was the comfortableft faying which 
a dying man could have in his mouth. To 
which he meekly made this anfwer, “ Cupio 
diffolvi et efle cum ChriJio:” i. e. <c I defire 
to be diflblved and to be with Cfirift.” Being 
aflted again. What was the fitteft fpcech a 
man could ufe, to exprefs his confluence and 
afliirance ; he anfwercd, with the fame fpirifc 
cf meeknefs, That fuch aflurance was to be 
found within, and that no words were able to 
exprefs it rightly. Which, when it would not 
fotisfy the troubiefome and impertinent man,, 
who aimed at fometbing elfe than fuch fatif- 
fatlion, unlefs he gave fome word, or place of 
foripture, whereupon fuch aflurance might be 
truly founded. He ufed fome words to this 
effect, That it was the word of God concern- 
ing Chrift, and his dying for us. And fo, 
without expecting any further queftions (for 
he perceived, by the manner of Sir John’s 
proceedings, that there would be no end of 
his interruptions if he harkened any longer to 
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him) he turned towards his executioner (the 
gentler and difcreeter man of the two) and 
gave him money; faying, without the lead 
diilemper or change of countenance, “ Here* 
honcft friend, God forgive thee, and do thy 
office upon me with mercy; and, having given 
a fign when the blow fhould come, he kneeled 
down upon his knees, and prayed as follovv- 
vth : 

** Lord, I am coining as faft as I can ; I 
know I mull pafs through the fhadow of death 
before that I can come to fee thee ; but it is 
umbra moitis, a mere ihadow of death, a little 
darknefs upon nature ; but thou, by thy me* 
rits and paffiOn, hail broke through the jaws 
of death ; fo, Lord, receive my foul, and have 
mercy ugon me, and blefs this kingdom with 
peace and plenty, and with brotherly love and 
charity, that tl eie may not be this effufion of 
ChriiUan blood among ft them, for Jefua 
Chi ill's fake, if it be thy will.** 

' Then laying his head upon the block, and 
praying filently to himfdf, he faid ajoud* 
41 Lora receive my foul which was the 
fignal given to the executioner, who very 
dexteroufly did his office, and took it off at a 
blow ; his foul afeending on the wings of an* 
gels into Abraham’s bofom, and leaving his 
Body on the fcaftold to the care of men. A 
fpe&aclc fo unpleafmg unto the moll of thofe 
who had de fired his death with much heat and 
paifion, that many, who had come with greedy 

eyes 
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eyes to fee him fuffer, went back with weep- 
ing eyes when they faw him dead ; their con- 
fciences, peihaps, bearing witnefs to them, 
that they had ruined in being guilty of fuch 
innocent blood. 

See his chara&er by lord Clarendon : u It 
was within one week after the king’s return 
from Scotland, that Abbot died at his houf* 
at Lambeth. The king took very little time 
to confider who fhould be his fucceffor, but 
the very next time the bifliop of London (who 
was longer on his way home than the king 
had been) came to him, his majefly entertain- 
i.ng him very cheerfully with this coxnpella- 
tion, My lord’s grace of Canteibury you are 
very welcome, and gave order the fame day 
for the difpatch of all the nectflary forms for 
the tranflation: fo that within a month, or' 
thereabouts, after the death of the other arch- 
bifhop, he was compleatly inverted in that 
high dignity, and fettled in his palace at Lant- 
beth. 

This great prelate had been before in great 
favour w th the duke of Buckingham, whofe 
chief confidant he was, and by him recom- 
mended to the king, as fitted to be tiurtedin 
the conferring of all ecdefiaftical preferments, 
whofe he was but bifhop of St David’s, or 
newly preferred to Bath and Wells; and from 
that time he entirely governed that province, 
without a rival; fo that his promotion to Can- 
terbury was long fcrefeen, and expend; nor 

was 
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was it attended with any increafe of envy, or 
diflike. 

He was a man of great parts, and very ex- 
emplary virtues, allayed and diferedited by 
fome unpopular natural infirmities ; the greateft 
of which was (befides a hafty, fharp way of 
exprefiing himfelf ) that he believed innocence 
of heartland integrity of manners, was a guard 
ftrong enough to fecure any man in his voyage 
through this world, in what company foever 
he travelled, and through what way foever he 
was topafs ; and fare never any man was bet- 
ter fupplied with that provifion. He was born 
of honeft parents, who were well able to pro- 
vide for his education in the fchools of learn- 
ing, from whence they fent him to St. John’s 
college in Oxford, the woifl endowed at that 
time of a"ny in that famous univerlity. From 
a fcholar he became a fellow, and then the 
prefident of the college, after he had received 
all the graces and degrees (the pro&orflup 
and the do&orflvp) could be obtained there. 
He was always maligned and perfecuted by 
thofe who were of the Calvinian fa&ion, which 
was then very powerful, and who, according 
to their ufbal maxim and prattice, call every 
man they do not love, Papift; and., under this 
fenfelefs appellation, they created him many 
troubles and vexations ; and fo far fuppretted 
him, that though he whs the king’s chaplain, 
and taken notice of for an excellent preacher,' 
and a fcholar of the moll fublime parts, he had 
not any preferment to invite him to Jeave his 

poor 
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poor college, which only gave him bread, till 
the vigour of his age was paft : and when he 
was promoted by king James, it was but to a 
poor biftiopric in Wales, which was not fo 
good a fupport for a biftiop, as his college was 
for a private fcholar, though a dottor. 

Parliaments in that time were very frequent, 
and grew very bufy, and the party, under 
which he had fuffered a continual persecution, 
appeared very powerful, and full of defign, 
and they who had the courage to oppofc them, 
begun to be taken notice of with approbation, 
and countenance: under this ftile he came to 
be fir ft cherifhed by the duke of Buckingham, 
who had made fome experiments of the temper 
and fpirit of the other people, nothing to his 
latisfa&ion. From this time he profpered at 
the rate of his own wilhes, and being tranf- 
planted out of his cold barren dioccfs of St. 
David’s, into a warmer climate, he was left, 
as was faid before, by that great favourite, in 
that great truft with the king; who was fuf- 
ficiently indifpofed towards the perfons, or 
the principles of Calvin’s difciples. 

When he came into great authority, it may 
be, he retained too keen a memory of thofe 
who had fo unjuftly, and uncharitably perfe- 
cuted him before ; and I doubt, was fo far 
tranfported with the fame pafiions he hadrea- 
fon to complain of in his adverfaries, that, rs 
they accufed him of popery, becaufe he had 
fome doctrinal opinions which they liked not, 
though they were nothing allied to popery ; 

fo 
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fo he entertained too much prejudice to fomc 
perfons, as if they were enemies to the difci- 
plineof the churchy bccaufe they concurred 
with Calvin in fome do&rinal points ; when 
they abhorred his difeipline, and reverenced 
the government of the church, and prayed for 
the peace of it with as much zeal and ferven- 
cy as any in the kingdom ; as they made ma* 
nifefl: in their Jives, and in their fufferinga 
with it, and for it. He had, from his firft en- 
trance into the world, without any difguife, 
or diilimulatiou, declared his own opinion of 
that clafs of men, and, as foon as it was in 
his power, he did all he could to hinder the 
growth and increafe of that fadtion, and to re- 
train thofe who were inclined to it, from do* 
ing the mifehief they defired to do. But his 
power- at % court could not enough qualify kirn 
to go through with that difficult reformation* 
whllft he had a fuperior in the cbuech, who* 
having the reigns in his hand, could flackea 
them according to his own humour, ar.d in- 
diferetion ; and was thought to be the more 
remifs, to irritate his choleric difpofition. But 
when he had now the primacy in his own 
hand, the king being infpired with the fame 
zeal, he thought he fliould be to blame, and 
have much toanfwer for, if he did not make 
hade to apply remedies to thole difeafes, 
which he few would grow apace. 

The arch bi (hop had, all his life, eminently 
oppofed Calvin’s do&rine in thofe controver- 
sies* before the name of Armtnius was taken 

notice 
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notice of, or his opinions heard of ; and there- 
upon, for want of another name, they had cal- 
led him a papift, which nobody believed him 
to be, and he had more manifefted the contrary 
in his difputations and writings, than moil 
men had done ; and it may be the other found 
the morelevere, and rigorous ufage from him, 
for their propagating that calumny againll 
him. He was a man of great courage and 
tefolution, and being moll allured within him 
felf, that he propofed no end in all his actions 
and defigns, but what was pious and juft (as 
fure no man had ever a heart more entire to 
the king, the church, or his country) he ne- 
ver ftudied the eafieft ways to thofe ends ; he 
thought, it may be, that any art or induftry 
that way, would diferedit, at lead make the 
integrity of the end fufpc&ed, let the caufe be 
what it will. He did court perfons too little ; 
nor cared to make his defigns and purpofes ap- 
pear as candid as they wefe, by fhewing them 
in any other drefs than their own natural beau- 
ty, though perhaps in too rough a manner ; 
and did not confider enough what men laid, 
or were like to fay of him. If the faults and 
vices wefe fit to be looked into and difeover- 
cd, let the perfons be who they would that 
were guilty of them, they were fure to find no 
connivance of favour from him. He intended 
the difeipline of the church fhould be felt, 
as well as fpoken of, and that it fhould be ap- 
plied to the greateft and mod fplendid tranf- 
greflors, as well as to the punifhment of 

fmaller 
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fmallcr offences, and meaner offenders; and 
thereupon called for, or chcrilhed the difcove- 
ry of thofe who were not careful to cover their 
own iniquities, thinking they were above the 
reach of other men, or their power, or will to 
chaftife. Pcrfons of honour and great quality, 
of the court and of the country, were eveiy day 
cited into the high com million court, upon the 
fame of their incontinence, or other (caudal in 
their lives, and were there profecuted to their 
fhnme and punifhmcnt : and as the fhame 
(which they called an infolent triumph upon 
their degree and quality, and levelling them 
with the common people) was never forgotten, 
but watched for revenge ; fo the fines impofed 
there were the more queftioned, and repined 
againft, beCqufc they were afligned to the re- 
building and repairing St. Paul’s church ; a d 
thought therefore to be the more feverely impof- 
ed,andthelefscompaffionately reduced and ex* 
cufed : which likewife made the jurifdiClion 
and rigour of the Star-chamber more felt, and 
murmured againft, and fl arpened many mers 
humours againft the bifhops, before they had 
any ill intentions towards the church. 

The archbifhop, guided purely by his zeal 
and reverence for the place of God’s fcrvice, 
and by the canons and injunctions of the 
church, with the cuftom ohferved in the king’s 
chapel, and in nioft cathedral churches, with- 
out confidering the tong intermifiion and dif- 
cootinuation in many other places, profecuted 
this affair more paffionately than was fit for the 

Vol. VI. C feafon; 
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(ciifon ; and had prejudice againfl; thofe, who 
out of fear, or forefight, or not undemanding 
the tldng, had not the fame warmth to pro- 
mote it. The bifhops who had been prefer- 
red by his favour, or hoped to be fo, uere at 
Jeaft as follicitous to biing it to pais in their 
feveral diocefTcs ; and feme of them with more 
paffion, and Jefs cbcumfpc&ion, than they had 
his example for, or than he approved ; profe- 
cuting thofe who oppofed them, very fieictlv, 
and fometimes unwart antably, which vvas kept 
in remembrance. Whilft other bifheps, not 
fo many in number, or fo valuable in weight, 
who had not been beholden to him, nor had 
any hope of being fo, were enough contented 
to give perfunctory orders for the doing it, 
and to fee the execution of thofif orders not 
minded ; and not the lefs pleafed to find, 
that the prejudice of that whole trAnfa&ion 
reflected folely upon the archbifhop. 

The archbifhop had not been Jong in that 
poft, when there was another great alteration 
in the court by the d«*th of the earl of Port- 
land, high-treafurer of England ; a man fo 
jealous of the archbifhop’s credit with the 
king, that he always endeavoured to leflen it 
by all the arts and ways he could; which he 
waslo far from effe&ing, that, as it ufually falk 
out, when paffion and malice make accufation, 
by fuggefting many particulars which the 
king knew to be untrue, or believed to be no 
faults, he rather confirmed his majefty’s judg- 
ment of him, and prejudiced his own reputa- 

tation. 
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tation. His death caufed no grief in the 
archbifltop ; who was upon it made one of the 
commiffioners o r the treafury, and revenue, 
which he had reafon to be forry for, becaufe 
it engaged him in civil bufincfs, and matters of 
ftate, wherein he had little experience, and 
which he had hitherto avoided. But being 
obliged to it now by his trult, he entered upon 
it with his. natural earneftnefs and warmth, 
making it his principal care to advance, and 
improves the king’s revenue, by all the ways 
which were offered, and fo hearkened to all 
informations and prepofirions of that kind ; 
and having not had experience of that tribe of 
people, \yiio deal in that traffic (a con* 
fident, fenfclefs, and for the moll part a naugh- 
ty people) tie was fometimes milled by theip, 
to think better of fome proje&s than they de- 
ferved ; but then he was fo entirely devoted to 
what would be beneficial to the king, that all 
propofitions and defigns, which were for the 
profit (only or principally) of particular per- 
sons, how great foever, were oppofed and crof- 
fed, and very often totally fupprelfed, and 
Hilled in their birth, by his power and autho* 
rity ; which created him enemies enough in 
the court, and many of ability to do mifebief, 
who knew well how to recompetrfe difcouite- 
fies, which they always called, injuries. 

The revenue of too many of “the court con* 
filled principally in enclofures, and improve- 
ments of that nature, which he Hill oppofed 
palfionatelv, except they were fonnde upon 
C 2 law ; 
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law; and then, if it would bring profit to 
the king, how old and obfolete foever the law 
was, he thought he might juUly advife the 
profccution. And fo he did a little too much 
countenance the commiilion concerning depo- 
pulation, which brought much charge and trou- 
ble upon the people, and was Hkcwife caff 
upon his account. 

He had obferved, a d knew it muft be fo, 
that the principal officers of the revenue, who 
governed the affairs of money, had always ac- 
cefs to the king, and fpent more time with 
him in private than any of his fervants, or 
counfellors, and had thereby frequent oppor- 
tunities to do good or ill offices to many men ; 
of which he had had experience, when the earl 
of Portland was treafurer, and tfre lord Cot- 
tington chancellor of the exchequer •> neither 
of them being his friends ; and the latter ftill 
enjoying his place, and having his former ac- 
cefs, and fo continuing a joint commiffioner of 
the treafury with him, and understanding that 
province much better, ftill oppofed, and com- 
monly carried every thing againft him ; fo 
that he was weary of the toil and vexation of 
that bufmefs ; as all other men were, and ffill 
are, of the delays which are in all difpatches 
in that office, whilll it is executed by commit 
fion. 

The treafurei’s is the greateft office of bene- 
fit in the kingdom, and the chief in prece- 
dence, next the archbiihop’s, and the great- 
feal i fo that the eyes of all men were at gaze 

4 who 
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who ftiould have this great office; and the 
greateil of the nobility, who were in the chief 
employments, looked upon it as the prize if 
one of them ; fuch offices commonly making 
way for more removes and preferments ; when 
on a fudden the ftafF was put into the hands of 
the bithop of London, a man fo unknown, 
that his name was fearer heasd of in the king- 
dom, who had been, within two years beh;re» 
but a private chaplain to the king, and the 
prefident of a poor college in Oxford. This 
inflamed more men than were angry before* 
and no doubt did not only fharpen the edg<“ 
of envy and malice againft the archbifho,* 
(who was the known architect of this new 
fabric) but moll unjuftly indifpoi’ed many to- 
wards rhe diurch itfelf, which they looked up- 
on as the giftf ready to fwallow all the grear 
offices, there being others in view, of that robe, 
who were ambitious -enough to cxpcCl the 
roll. 

In the mean time the archbiflmp himftif 
was infinitely pteafcd with what was done, 
and unhappily believed he had provided tc 
ftronger fupport for the church ; and never 
abated any thing of his feverhy, and rigour 
towards men of all conditio or in the fliai p- 
nefs of his language, and expreffions, which 
was fo natural to him, that he could not 'de- 
bate any thing without fome commotion,, 
when the argument was not of moment, nor 
bear contradiction in debate, even in the coun- 
cil, where all men are equally free, with that 
C 3 patience % 
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pricnce and temper that was neceflary ; ef 
which, they who wifhed him not well, took 
many advantages, and would therefore con- 
tradidl him, that he might be tranfported 
with fome indecent paflicn ; which, upon a 
fhort recollection, he was always forry for, 
and moll readily and heartily would make ac- 
knowledgement. No man fo willingly made 
unkind ufe of all thofe occafions, as the lord 
Cottington, who, being a matter of temper, 
and of the molt profound difiimulation, knew 
too well how to lead him into a mi flake, and 
then drive him into choler, and then expo fe 
him upon the matter, and the manner, to the 
judgment of the company ; and he chofe to 
do this moil, when the king was prefent ; and 
then he would dine with him the next day. 

The king, who was exceifivel) affefted to 
hunting, and the fports of the held, had a 
great dchre to make a great park for Red, as 
well as fallow dter, between Richmond and 
Rampton-court, where he had large wattes of 
his own, and gieact parcels of wood, which 
made it very fit for the ufe he defigned it to : 
but as fome parifltes had commons in thofe 
waftes, fo, many gentlemen and farmers, had 
good houfes, and good farms intermingled 
with thofe wattes, of their own inheritance, or 
for their lives, or years ; and without taking 
of them into the park, it would not be of the 
largcnefs, or for the ufe propofed. His roa- 
jetty defired to purchafe thofe lands, and was 
tery willing to buy them upon higher terms 

than 
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than the people could Tell them at to any body 
elfe, if they had occafion to part with them ; 
and thought it no unreasonable thing, upon 
thofe terms, to expert thL from his iubjett* ; 
and fo he employed his own furveyor, and 
other of his officers, to treat with the owners 
many whereof were his own tenants, whole 
farms would atlait expire. 

The major part of the people were in a 
fhorttime prevailed with, bet many very ob* 
fiinately refufea ; and a gendeman, who had 
the beil eftate, with a convenient n«ufe, and 
gardens, would by no means part with it; 
and the king being as cain.Ml to com pa Is it, 
it made a great noile, as if the king would take 
away mens ellates at his own pleafure. The 
bilhop of # London, who was treafurer, and 
the lord Cdfctington, chancellor of the exche- 
quer, were, from the firii entt'i ing upon it, 
veryaverfe to the defign, not only from the 
murmur of the people, but becaufe the pur- 
chafe of the land, and the making a brick-wall 
about fo large a parcel of ground (for it is 
near ten miles about) would coil a greater 
fum of money than they could eafily provide, 
or than they thought ought to be facri* 
freed to fuch an cccafinn : and the lord Cot- 
tington (who was more follicited by the 
country people, and heard moil of their mur- 
murs) took the bufinefs moil to heart, and en- 
deavoured by all the ways he could, and by 
fiequent importunities, to divert his maje&v 
from purfuing it, and put all delays, lie could 
C 4 well 
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well do, in the bargains which were to be 
made ; till the king grew very angiy with 
bim, : nd told him, 44 lie wasrefuhed to go 
through v.iiti it, and had already caufid bruk 
to be burned, and much of the wall to be 
built upon his own la id ” upon which Cut- 
tington thought fit to acquit* fee. 

The building the wall before people con- 
fented to part with theii land, or th^ir com- 
mon, looked to them as if by degrees they 
fhould be fhut out from both, and iucrcaled 
the murmur and noife of the people, who 
were not concerned, as well as of them who 
were : and it was too near London not 10 be 
the common difeourfe. The aichbifhop (who 
d Tired exceedingly that the king fhould be 
pofleifed as much of ihe hearts ot .the people 
as was poflible, at lead that ihey'fhouid have 
no jull caufe to complain) ineetiug with it, 
refolved to fpeak to the king of it; which he 
did; and received fuch an anfwei iinin him, 
rhat he thought his majefly rarhei not inf'nnn- 
f l enough of the inconverdcncie-, and mi. 1 - 
chiefs of the thing, than po:iti\ el v rdblvcd 
not to deM from it. Whcicupon cne day he 
M#ok the lord Csttinjnon afide (being inhumed 
ll* at he dill iked it) and told him, “ He fhould 
do very well to give the king good connlcl, 
aid to withdraw him ficm a refolution, in 
which his honour and juftice was lb much 
called in queftion.” Cotcington anfwercd him 
very gravely, ‘ 4 That the thing defignnd was 
very lawful, and that he thought the king re- 
bel ved 
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folved very well, fince the place lay fa conve- 
nient for his winter excrcife, and that he w-ould 
by it not be compelled to make lb long jour- 
neys as he ufed to do, in that feafon of the 
year, for his fpert, and that nobody ought to 
tiifiuade him from it.” 

The archbilhop inftead of finding a concur^ 
rence from him, as he expected, feeing him- 
felf reproached upon thetnatter for his opi- 
nion, grew into much paiHon, telling 
him, “ Such men as he would rum 
the king, and make him lofe the affc&ions of 
his fubjeCts ; that for his own part, as he 
had begun, fo he would go an to diffuade the 
king from proceeding in fo ill a counfel, and 
that he hoped it would appear who had been 
his counfeUpr.” CoLtington, glad to fee hint, fo 
foon hot, avid rfcfolved to inrflame him more, 
very calmly replied to him, “ that he thought 
a man could not, with a good conference, hin- 
der the king from purfuing hi s refoiutions, and 
that it could not but proceed from want of af- 
feft km to his peifon, and he was not fore that 
it might not be high-treafon.” The other, 
upon the wildnefsof his difeourfe, in great an- 
ger alked him, ‘ 4 Why ? from whence he had 
received that doftrine ?” He faid, with the 
fame temper, “ They who did not wifh the 
king’s health, could not love him ; and the)' 
who went about -to hinder his taking tccrea* 
tion, which preferved his health, might be 
thought, for ought he knew, guilty of the 
higheft crimes,” Upon which the archbilhop, 
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in great rage, and with many lep roaches, left 
him, and either prefsntly, or upon the next 
cppoituniiy, told the king, “ that he now 
knew who was his great counfcllor for making 
his park, and that lie did not wonder that men 
duril not repiefent any arguments to the con- 
trary, or let his majefty know how much he 
fuffered in ir, wheniuch piinciples in divinity 
and law were laid down to teirify them and 
ib iccounted to him the conference he had 
with the lord Cottington, bitterly inveighing 
again!! him, and his doctrine, mentioning 
him with all the lharp reproaches imaginable, 
and bi feeching his majelly, that liis counfel 
might not prevail with him, taking fome pains 
to make bis conclufions appear very falfe, and 
ridiculous 

The king faid no more, bpt,/* My lord, 
you are deceived, Cottington is too hard for 
you ; m upon my word he hath not only dif- 
iuaded me moie, and given more reafons a- 
gainfl. this bufmefs, than all the men in Eng- 
land have done, but hath really obftrudtcd the 
work by not doing his duty, as 1 commanded 
him,for which Ihavebeen very much difpleafed 
with hiip: you fee how unjuilly your paffion 
hath iranfported you.” By which reprehen- 
fion he found how much he had been abufed > 
and refented it accordingly, 

Wliatfoever was the caufe of it, this excel- 
lent man, who Hood not upon the advantage 
ground before, from the lime of his promo- 
tion to the archbilhopric, or rather from that 

of 
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of his being comrniffioner of «V»e treafury, ex- 
ceedingly provoked, or underwent the env* , 
and repioa-Ji, and malice of men of all qua- 
J. ties and conditions; who agiced in noth' tig 
rife : all which, though wdi enough known 
to him, were not enough considered by him, 
who believed, as molt men did, the govern- 
ment to be fo firmly fettled, that J t could nei- 
ther be fhaken from within, nor without, and 
that lefs than a general confufion of law a«d 
gofpel, could not hurt him ; which was true 
too ; but he did not forefee how eafily that con* 
fufion might be brought to pafs, as it proved 
Ihortly to be, as we have already related. 
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The LIFE of 

Edmund Ludlow. 


E Dmund Ludiow, a ringleader of 
the republican-party, in the civil wars of 
the Jail century, was defoencLsd from a family 
of confiderable rank, originally feated in 
Shropfhite ; but removing thence, it after- 
wards fettled in Wifcfinre : and be was bom 
*it Maiden- Bradley in that county, about the 
year 1620. ‘ 

His parents, refolyiug.tn give him an edu- 
cating fpjtable to bis birth, fern, him from 
fdioolto T rini ty-college in Oxford ; where, 
having, gone through the ufuaf academical 
flu dies, be tookthe degree "of batchelor of 
arts, November 14, 1636, After which he 
was removed to the Temple, in order to ac~ 
quire a competent knowledge in the laws and 
conflicutionof his country* jfo as to recommend 
him to a feat in parliament, jw here his ances- 
tors had frequently re prefe n ted the county. 

fils behaviour wa^anfwerabje to the hopes 
and expeftations of his father. Sir Henry Lud- 
low, knight, who being chofen for the county 
in the long parliament, which met the third 
wf November 1646*^8*13 entering with great 
«eal into the party ag ainft the court* his con- 

du& 
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chief and encouragement had fuch an influ* 
ence on his Ton, that he not only very early 
declared himfelf on that fide, but alfo took up 
arms the hril oppoituuity that offered: for 
while he was a fludent in the Temple, he en* 
gaged with fcveral others in a kind of military 
aflociation, and they afterwards inlifled as vo« 
luntcers in the eail of Effex’s life-guard; and 
being in the firfV pitched battle between king 
Charles I. and his parliament, called the battle 
of Ldge-hiM ; which was fought on Sunday 
the twenty -third of O&ober 1642 : of which 
he has given us a very particular, and, feem* 
ingly, impartial account, fo far as he was con- 
cerned. He was foon afterwards raifed by Sir 
Edward Hungcrford, general of the parliament 
army, to the command of a troop of horfc, 
and besn^ made governor of Windfor-caftle* 
he maintained that poll: for ten months, with* 
out any afliflance, for the parliament* which 
had held out only fix days for the king 5 yield- 
ing, he was carried prifoner to Oxford* 
where they offered him the liberty of the city 
upon his parole ; hut as they would not in 
that cafe give him the freedom of viftting hie 
friends in the cattle, he chofe to remain with 
them in confinement ; from whence, in about 
three weeks time, . he was releafed, by ex- 
change, and went to London* Whefc String 
appointed fheriff of Wilts, he accepted a 
majority in Sir Arthur Hastings's regiment of 
horfe, in the Weftern fervice ; and in the 
following fummer, he raifed a regiment in con* 

fcquenae 
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fequence of a com minion from Sir William 
Waller ; and having done the parliament con- 
► fiderable fervice, in reducing fcvcral places, 
he joined Sir William Waller with about five 
hundred horfc, and was engaged in the fe- 
cond battle fought at Newberry, in which he 
loll his kinfman, Gabriel Ludlow, who was 
much lamented by him. 

Soon after ths thedifputes between the par- 
liamentarians began to run very high, and at 
laff produced the famous felf‘ denying ordi- 
nance, by means of which the earls of Eflex 
and Mancheiler (rigid pre/byterians) and Sir 
William Waller, were difmiffed from their fe- 
veral commands, and with them colonel Lud- 
low, who came not into play again in any 
poll civil or military, till 1645, when he was 
cholen knight of the ihire, to refyrfcfent the 
county of Wilts, in the room of his father, 
who died in 1643. 

On the furrender of the king to the Scots, 
the colonel, as one of the members for Wilts, 
was commiffioned to pay off major Mafley’s 
brigade, which he and alderman Alien, the 
Other reprefen tative for that county, did at 
idle Devizes. 

Soon after the death of the earl of Kffex, 
which happened the thirteenth of September 
*646, Cromwel entered into a conversation 
with colonel Ludlow, wherein he exprefled fa 
much dillike againft the parliament, and fo ex- 
tolled the army, that the colonel was per- 
fiiaded he had already conceived Vhe deftgn of 

deffroying 
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ckftroying the civil authoiity d icLcir.fi: up 
for himfelf, and was founding whether 
a lit inftrument to be employed to thole ends 
but he returned fitch an anfwer, as made 
Cromwell never fpeak to liiin again on that 
luhjeft, though upon another occafion he 
ufed very indecent txprdlions to him in the 
lioufe, tending to the fame purpofe, When 
the king was brought from Holinby to the 
army, "Ludlow went down to vififc the officers, 
where cominiflary- general Ireton apprehend- 
ing the colonel and other members, at that 
time friends to the army, might l>e jealous of 
tiieii proceedings, took pah is to fatisfy him ; 
defiring him to be aifmed of their itedfaft ad- 
herence to the public intcreft, and that they 
intended only to difpenfe with fuch things as 
were not material, in order to quiet the reftlefs 
fpirit of t?ie cavaliers, till they couid put them* 
fclves into a condition to lerve the people e£* 
fectually : but he adds, he could not approve 
of their practices, it appears dearly from 
our authors memoirs, that he looked on the- 
agitators* and their party in the- army* as 
(launch commonwealth’s men, and .therefore 
when Cromwell, on their growing trouble* 
(bme, feized twelve of them, one of which he 
caufed to be (hot dead upon the fpot, deliver* 
ing the reft over to the cuftody of the marftial; 
and on reporting this tranfo&ion to the. par* 
lament, bad the thanks of the houfe voted 
him for what he had done ; our author dif* 
tmguiihed himfelf* by giving as loud * No 
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as he could. After the parliament had patted 
the vote for non addrefs to the king, and pu- 
bliftied their declaration for bringing him to 
a tryal, which declaration was drawn up by 
colonel Nathaniel Fiennes, colonel Ludlow, 
Mr. Holland, and another member, were fent 
clown to Windfor to releafe captain Reynolds 
and the others (called levellers) ieized, as a- 
bove-mentioned, by Cromwell ; who foon af- 
ter procured a meeting of divers leading men 
amongft the prefbyterians and independents, 
both members of parliament and minifters, 
at a dinner in Weihmnfter, under pretence of 
endeavouring a reconciliation between the 
two parties ; but he found it a work too dif- 
ficult for him to compofe the differences be- 
tween thofe two ccdefiafiical interclls ; one of 
which, fays our author, could endure 'no fu- 
perior, the other, no equal. Wherefore, find- 
ing this produced no effeft, he contrived ano- 
ther conference to be held in King-flreet, be- 
tween thofe called the grandees of the houfe 
and army, and the commonwealth’s men; the 
refultof which may be feen at large in Lud- 
low’s memoirs. 

When Sir Thomas Glenham, by order of 
the Scots, who were now preparing to raife 
forces 'to releafe the king from his confinement 
at Carifbrook in the ifie of Wight, had feized 
upon Carl ifle ; the parliament refolving to re- 
inforce the militia of each county, fent feveral 
of their members into their refpe&ive coun- 
ties to give life to their preparations, and 

-amongft 
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amongd them the colonel vvns fent into Wilt- 
shire, where he foon brought them to agree to 
the railing two regiments of foot and one of 
liorfc. And foon after Oliver Cromwcl find- 
ing difficulties enci eating in the way, took 
an opportunity of making his complaints, and 
afking the advice of our author, which he ve- 
ry frankly gave him. 

After the defeat of the Scotch and Englifh 
army, under cfye maiquia of Hamilton and 
Sir Mannaduke Largdalc, by Cromwell, co- 
lonel Ludlow went down to Sir Thomas 
Fairfax, then lying before Colchcfter, to per- 
fuade him to make the moll of the power 
which the army had affumed, in order/ as he 
fuid, to prevent their ow f n and the nation’s 
luin; to^ convince him of the neceffity of 
which, hriaid before him the had confequences 
of entering into a treaty with the king, in 
luch ft rang terms that the army in a very ffiort 
time adopted his f>ftcm, and drawing nearer to 
London, in order to favour their friends iii 
the houfe, Ire ton font a meffige to our author, 
“ '] hat r.ow he hoped the army fhcmld 
plcafc him.’ M Which,” fays he, “ I mull 
acknowledge they did.” In the fame fpirit, 
when the houfe, on his maje fly’s an Aver front 
Nieuport, voted that the king’s conceiEcns 
were giound for a future fettlement, he and 
his par.y declared their difTatisfa&ion* and re- 
tired to confult how to frullrate that vote. 
And feveral office* s coming to town the next 
day, they held a confultation together, in 

which. 
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which, afteT concluding., that the mcafures ta- 
ken by the parliament were contrary to #the 
truflrepofed in them, it was refolved the army 
fhould endeavour to put a flop to fuch pro- 
ceedings : and thei eupon NOur author, with 
two other members, and thru- officers, with- 
drew into a private room, where they agreed, 
as the befl means to attain the end of the a- 
bove refolution, ,c That the army fhould be 
drawn up the next morning, and guards placed 
in Wcftimnfier-hall, the court of ifqucfts, 
and the lobby, that non** n.ighi be pennitted 
topafs into the houfe bi.t fuch : had continu- 
ed faithful to the public intereil. M How they 
proceeded in the profccution of this molt arbi- 
trary ftretch of power may be lien at large in 
our hiflories. 

The king being, in confequcirre of the 
above fteps, taken off, and the he ufe of peeis 
voted both ufelefs and dangerous, their next 
con fid era t ion was, how to cany on the execu- 
tive part of government ; to do which the 
better, they refblved to conflitute a council of 
ftatc, and imnowered five members of the 
houfe of commons, among which was our au- 
thor, to agree upon the number and per fens 
fit to be propofed to the houfe for their appro- 
bation. 'Hit number they pitched upon was 
thirty-five, four of whom were lords; to 
which the *houfe added the above five; fo that 
the council of date confided of fosty members. 
The feme five, cr any three of them, were 
confti tuted a committee, to receive fatisfadion 

touching 
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touching the affc&ions of the public intereft 
of every member who had not fat fince the 
tryal of the king, and to report the fame, 
with the reafons of his abfence, to the houfe. 

The Scots having received and proclaimed 
Charles II. for their king, and preparing to 
march with an army into England, to compel 
the people of that kingdom to acknowledge 
him in the fame capacity : Cromwell, who 
was lecalled from Ireland (and on Sir Tho- 
mas Fail fax's refufal to march into Scotland, 
was made captain general of all the Englilh 
forces,) one day, in the houfe, told colonel 
Ludlow, that he obferved an alteration in hia 
looks and carriage towards him, and defired a 
conference with him, which was confented to 
by our author, and in which Cromwell propufed 
to nominate him for lieutenant-general of 
horle in Ireland, and one of the commiflioners 
for civil affairs in that kingdom. But the co- 
lonel having lately manied, and purcha&d 
fume lands, by which he had embanafled his 
affairs too much to think of quitting England 
till they were put into fome tolerable order, 
he would not fet m to underiland thofe hints, 
and even oppofed the motion, both in the coun- 
cil of Hate and in the houle, and l'ollicited 
Cromwell not to infill on his nomination j but 
in vain. 

Soon after this conference Oliver Cromwell 
inarched to Scotland, fi om whence (after the 
victory at Dunbar) he lent Ludlow his com- 
miflion; the parliament alfo ordered a thou- 

fund 
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fand pounds to be advanced to him and his 
brother-comrriiflioncrs, and dire&ed the fame 
fum to be paid them yearly : they alfo raifed 
for him a troop of horfe, confiding of a hun- 
dred men armed with back, bread, and head-, 
pieces for defence, and pi dob and nuifque- 
toons for offence ; and advanced tliun two 
months pay. 

The lieutenant-general fet fall for Ireland 
fn the beginning of January 3650, and ar-'* 
rived, after a fhort pafiage, at the fort of 
Dun cannon. Immediacy he went to pay his 
refpe&s to the lord-deputy, who ordered his 
troop into good quarters, both to refrcfii them 
cud fcafon them to the climate ■ it having 
beenobferved, that the Engtifh horie were not 
fit for let vice, till they had been fcq r oned for 
icttne 'time with the air and provifjoiis of that 
country, and then entered, with the lieute- 
nant-general und the other commiflioners from 
England, upon the confideratien of jhe 
adminith-ati^n of j uflice, purfuant to the 2fi- 
flrtsflions fent them from the pmliamcut. 
After this, our author went to the army, a»»d 
fcgnalized hinrfclf by his bravery in feveru! 
actions, the particulars of which he has given 
in his memoirs. 

Upon the death of I reton, which happened 
November twenty-fix 1651, the comirdf- 
fjoners of tlie parliament immediately feat 
letters to all the officers of the army, which 
confided of upwards of two-and- twenty thou- 
fend foot, and between feven and tight thou- 

fand 
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fand horfc and dragoons, to yield obedience to 
our lieutenant general ; who, on the com- 
miilioner’s promifing to affft him, took upon 
himfelf the chief command, till it fliould be 
otherwise determined by the houfc. 

lie continued Hill to a& with the utmoft 
vigour in the reduction of this kingdom, as 
long as he held this command. In theunean 
time he conrtantly expreffed a jealoufy of 
Cromwell’s ambitious views ; and the follow- 
ing year, lieutenant-general Fleetwood was 
appointed in his room, as well to prepare the 
way for Cromwell’s intended change, as to 
lelfcn our author's power, of whofe oppofition 
to his defigns the nfurper was very jealous. 

But while thefe things were tranfafting in 
England, T^ud low was very aftive in fuppref- 
fing thofe Irifh who ftiJI continued in arms; 
and was thus employed in the county of Fer- 
managh, when he received advice, that Fleet- 
wood, having landed at Waterford, was gone 
to Kilkenny ; thither he haftened to attend 
him with the reft of the commifiioners, who 
for that purpofe fet out from Dublin ; to which 
city Ludlow returned with then*, after he had 
fainted the commander in chief, and affored 
him he was refolved to obey his orders and 
he was foon followed by Fleetwood and his 
family. _ . 

The war in Ireland being now ended, 
while Ludlow and the commiftioners were 
bufy. in fettling the affairs of that nation, 
Crofhwell was paving his way, by diffolving 

the 
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the long parliameut, and cajoling the 
council of officers, in order to play the 
fuprente power into his own hands'; which, 
confidering the variety and multiplicity of 
obffacles, he effectuated in a very fhort pe- 
riod. But the news reaching Ireland, of his 
having taken upon himfclf the title and office 
of proteCtor, Ludlow ufed his utrooff endea- 
vours to prevent his being proclaimed in Ire- 
land ; but without fuccefs : whereupon he re- 
futed to aCt any longer as a commiflioncr of 
the parliament. But having received his mi- 
litary commiflion of lieutenant-general of the 
horfe, from the parliament, he refolved to 
keep it as long as he could, and to aCt under 
it, in order to obtain thofe ends ; the princi- 
pal of which, fays he, were to b«ng thofe to 
jj office, who had been guilty of the blood of 
many thoufands of English proteftants. and 
to reftore to the remaining Englifh the lands 
which the Irifh had difpoflefled them of. 

Not long after the departure of Henry 
Cromwell from Ireland, who was fent into 
that kingdom by his brother, and civilly re- 
ceived by Ludlow, though he enveighed much 
again# the ufurpation of Oliver, there ap* 
peared much dHaffeClion in the army in Eng- 
land ; fome of whom figned a petition to the 
proteClor ; three hundred copies of which, 
together with another writing called the Me- 
mento, were fent in a box dire&ed to Ludlow 
in Ireland, accompanied with a (hort unfub- 
feribed letter. Thete, on perufal, appeared 
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to him to contain proper motives to excite 
people to endeavour refcuing themfelves from 
the oppreflions they laboured under ; and ac- 
cordingly he difpatched as many as he could. 
But Fleetwood having information of the af- 
fair, difpatched a meilenger to Monckton, the 
deputy, to enquire into the truth. Who im- 
mediately fent for our author, and after fome 
conference about the papers, told him he had 
received an older from Cromwell fome time 
ago, fignifying, that, as he (Ludlow) had de- 
clared himfelt diiTatisfied with the prefent go- 
vernment, he, the deputy, fhould be difeharg- 
ed from his command in the army : adding, 
that he had hitherto concealed it, but would 
not any longer, left he fhould be accounted 
confederate in what he had now done. And 
after our Suthor had refufed all expedients 
propofed for an amicable conciliation of maU 
ters, the deputy fent him word, that he might 
make his option, whether he would be con- 
fined in Ireland or go to London ; which, if 
he would give his word to appear before 
Cromwell, and not ad any thing againft him 
in the mean time, he ihould be ajt liberty to do 
when he pleafed ; upon which he chofe the 
latter, but was de fired to defer his journeyfor 
a couple of months, under pretence that mat- 
ters being not quite eafy in England, Crom- 
well might be reduced on his arrival to treat 
him with more feverity than he would chufc; 
ordering him, at the fame time, afum of money 
for his fupport during his flay, and alfb to de- 
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fray the ex pences of his voyage. But, before 
the expiration of the two months, Henry 
Cromwell arrived in Ireland to take the go- 
vernment upon him, and our authors depar- 
ture was deterred from time to time, till har- 
ing, by the intcrcefEon of his wife, obtained a 
prom;<c from that governor, that, though he 
would not grant a warrant for her hufbnnd to 
go, yet neither would he order him to ftay, 
though he thought this lad would be the bell 
for him, he determined at all events to fet off, 
which he accordingly did, accompanied to the 
fhoreby near two hundred people, and embark- 
ed (having left a" letter for colonel Cromwell) 
and the next day at ftooo he arrived at Beau- 
maris harbour, where the governor met him 
at his landing, and fumiChcd him hories tocarry 
himfelf and family to the town ; and after 
dinner informed him, in the civillcll manner 
he could, that one captain Shaw was arrived 
from Ireland, with an order from colonel 
Cromwell, and the reft of the council there, for 
the detention of him till the prote&orVpIeafure 
Was known; at the fame time introducing 
' fthaw, and producing the order ftgned by co- 
rnel Cromwe), Corbet, and two others. In 
the evening he was conveyed to a widow’s 
houfe in the town, where a guard was fet over 
him, a centinel being placed at the Hair- 
head. 

Here he remained fix weeks, and had Once 
a very norrow fefcape from being fent to the 
caftle, in confequence of a frefh* order from 

Whitehall ; 
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Whitehall ; but at laft captain Shaw brought 
an order for his difcharge, provided he figned 
an engagement, fent ready drawn f;om Lon- 
don, never to adt againft the government then 
eftabliihed. This he abfolutcly refufed to 
fign, unlefs under certain explanations, which 
at laft the governor agreed to accept ; and he 
was thereupon difcharged, and fet forwards 
for London, where he arrived the tenth of 
December i6${. 

On Wednesday the twelfth (having waited 
on Fleetwood the night of his arrival) he re- 
ceived a meflage from Cromwell, to attend 
him at Whitehall, whither he went about 
eight in the evening, and found the protestor 
in his chamber, with Lambert, colonel Sy- 
denham, Mr. Walter Strickland, and colonel 
Montague ; fbon after, Fleetwood coming in, 
there enfued a long difeourie, which being 
over, Ludlow was defired to withdraw into 
the next room, where Fleetwood foou came to 
him, and laboured hard to bring him to enter 
into an engagement, though for a week ; to 
which he replied, “ he would not willingly do 
it for an hour Fleetwood would then have 
had him engage himfelf afrefh to him, but 
this he alfo refufed him, faying, 44 he had al- 
ready gone as far as he poilibly could, looking 
upon himfelf to be fufliciently obliged, by the 
conditions of his prefent engagement and 
having (b faid, returned to his lodging. Soonaf- 
terthis,he endeavoured to draw tnajor-general 
llamfon, and the famous Hugh Peters, over 

Vol. VI. D to 
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to his opinion. So that the protestor finding 
itneceflary to call another parliament, and be- 
ing very apprehertfive a majority, in fpite of 
alf his care, might be returned of thofe who 
were again!! him and his fehemes, refolvcd, 
at all events to hinder Ludlow fi om either 
Handing hirnfelf, or in any way intcrmedling 
in the cle&ion : and to that end fuinmo.cd 
him (together with Bradfliaw, Sir Henry 
Vane, and colonel Rich) to appear bcfoie the 
council at Whitehall. Here he was again 
charged with nr.i&kcs sgainlt the new govern- 
ment, and requited to give fccuritv in the Ami 
of five thouCind pounds, that he would not 
a£! againfl Cromwell: which unlefs lie did, 
he was threatened to he leaned. But this he 
fibfolnteiy refuted, rind faid. He was very ready 
to fubmit to a legal ri val, if he had done any 
thing ami A, only defiring to enjoy what 
he and all had fought for, a free government 
by content ; that it was from the duty he owed 
the public he refuted to give the fxurity re- 
quired, conceiving it to be again!! the liberty 
of the people, and contraiy to the known 
law of England, in proof of which he produ- 
ced the aft of the 16th and 17th of Charles L 
for preventing the council-table from impri- 
soning any of the free-born people of Eng- 
land ; after ting, that, for his part, he durf! not 
do any thing tending to the violation of it. 
Ctomwell aiked, if the council of Hate, and 
army, had not committed many ? to which he 
replied, “ the council of flate had theautho- 
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ri ty of parliament, and the army did it only 
in time of war, and in both cafes • to fecure 
p-rfons, that they might be bro&ght to a legal 
is ya!. To thisCiomwell returned, with fonie 
warmth, “ A iuftice of peace may commit, 
and fliall not 1 f” “ He is a legal officer/' 
mfwcred our author, “ and authoriftd by 
the taw to do fo, which you could not be, 
though you were a king ; becaufc if you do 
wrong, there is ro remedy can be had againft 
you ,v lie deli red, therefore, to be referred 
to a juflicc of peace, if he had offended againfl: 
the law, that he might be proceeded with ac- 
cording to law. Upon this he was ordered to with- 
draw into an adjoining room, and prefcntly 
after rcceiycd permiffion to return to his lodg- 
ing, whither in lefs than a quarter of an hour, 
he was fcllov^d by Mr. Strickland, one of the 
council, who preifed him earneflly to com- 
ply ; but he told him, “ That, having con- 
tended for the liberty of others, he was not 
willing to give away his own, and be made a 
pieccdcnt to the prejudice of his countrymen.” 
A melienger from the board ferving him with 
an, order, to gi^-e in the fccurity within three 
days on pain of being taken into cuftody, 
put a i\ end to their conversion, and he not 
obeying their opder, ferjesnt Dendy, a day 
or two after, brought a warrant, figned by 
] iemy Laurence, the prefident, to apprehend 
him- Some of his relations difcourfcd with 
the ferjeant< who thereupon left him in his 
own lodgings ; and Cromwell, the next <Uy* 
meeting his brother, Thomas Ludlow, pro- 
D 2 pofed 
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pofed his engaging for the lieutenant general, 
which was agreed to very readily by the brother, 
bat without our author’s con lent. However, af- 
ter this he went into EfTex, where he fpent 
the retraining part of the fummer, which, he 
fays, fully anfwered the prote&or's intention, 
to prevent him from going down into Wilt- 
ihire during the elections in 1657; and, in- 
deed, he had no incliration thereto, though he 
was nominated for the knight of the (hire by 
many of his friends. Our author flayed in 
EfTex till Oliver was feized with his laft fick- 
nefs, when, appearing in town, Fleetwood 
was defired to enquire the reafon of his com- 
ing at that critical feafon ; to whom he gave 
frtisfa&ion on that head, the chief motive of 
his journey being to fetch his mother and fa- 
ther-in-law into the country, that* the family 
might be all together. 

Upon Oliver’s death, which happened two 
days after, his fon Richard being proclaimed 
prote&Or, a new parliament was cailed, where* 
in feveral of the republican party being re- 
turned, to prevent their doing any mifehief, an 
oath was required from every member, that he 
would not ad or contrive any thing againft the 
prote&or, which Ludlow ferupling to take, 
refrained for fome time from going to the 
houfe, till Sir Waiter St. John (one of thofe 
appointed toadminifler that oath) introducing 
turn, he was admitted without taking it. He 
hacl fat but a little above a week, when he was 
complained of, and a motion made and fecond- 
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ed, that the oath might be peremptorily re- 
quired ; on which a debate arofe, which, af- 
ter lulling two or three hours, was put a flop 
to by an accidental difeovery of a perfon’s 
fitting there who was no member, and who, 
upon examination, proved to be disordered in 
his Lxifcs ; this put an end to all further en. 
quiry about the oath. And now thofe of the 
icpublican intcreft exerted their uimoft uidea- 
voujs to obftru# the measures of the court, but 
without fuccef", till they joined with the party 
of Wallingford-licufe, that L, the army ; by 
which means the long parliament, called the 
rump- parliament, was rcllored, and our author, 
who had been very active in obtaining this 
revolution tuck, with the reft, poflfeflion of 
his feat again. The fame day they appointed 
him one of the committee of fafety, which 
confifted of feven members of parliament, 
and one other, who was not fo ; which com- 
mittee was impowered to lit eight days, the 
houfe intending in that time to conllitute a 
council of Hate, Soon after they off. red our 
author a regiment, which he accepted at the 
perfuation of Sir Arthur liaflerig ; and, in a 
little time, they named him to be one of the 
touncil of flare, every member of which was 
to fwear, tie would be true and faithful to the 
commonwealth, in oppofition to Charles Stu- 
art, or any Angle perfon. 

Notwithftanding the houfe had appointed 
Fleetwood, Lambert, Defborough, and other 
officers of the ai my, to be of the council of 
D 3 Hate, 
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Rate, the Wallingford- houfe party were far 
from being fotisfied ; wherefore, to prevent 
any iil confcqucnce, and hinder the fvvoid ui 
far as they coaid, from ruifluniirg ih:* pr-vver, 
a bill was brought in for conll.iunng Meet* 
wood, Sir Arthur Haflerig, Lamb: n, Oil- 
orough, Berry, ai.d Ludlow, Corn rriifhmc. £ u.r 
naming and approving ofheus : and am*'- her, 
for making Fleetwood commander in chief da- 
ring that fefiiou, or t.ll the lioufe ihould make 
further order therein. In which bid it was 
ordered, that, for the future, the fpeaker,* and 
not the lieutenant general, flio-i lu hgn the 
commiffions of fuch officers as fhouid be ap- 
pointed by the parliament, and deliver them 
with his own hands from the chair; and at 
the fame time that thefe two bills .yfere puffed, 
the houfe pafted a vote, that the parliament 
fliould be difiolved the May following. But 
this vote was not fufRcicntto plcafe the cfacus, 
who were fo highly difgufted at the tv\o bills, 
that our author and others of his party weic 
obliged to give them a meeting at coLntl 
Defborough’s, to foften the alia r : and though 
every thing was urged on behalf of the pai La- 
ment, that the lieutenant-general, and his 
friend Sir Aithnr could think of, yet the of- 
ficers would not confcnt to receive new coin- 
mi Burns accorning as the bill directed, until 
colonel Hacker and our author, by leading 
the way with their regiments, rAidered the 
rdl more tradable. 


The 
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The Wallingford-houfe party finding by 
this, that Ludlow was an obibcle to their de- 
fig 11 of governing arbitral ily by the '"word, re- 
commended him to the houfe for the poll of 
commander in chief of the forces -in Ireland ; 
whic-t, with brut: iclu&tancc, and after ob- 
taining an pin?;, that, v hen he had lettied the 
affairs of that kingdom, he Ihouid be at liberty 
to return to England, lie accepted. Soon afV* 
ter which, Henry Cromwell, purfuant to an 
order of the houfe, returned fioin Ireland, and 
defired the lieutenant-geneial to be at the 
council of flats when he attended them; but 
our author could not, being employed in pre- 
venting thefale of Hampton-court, for which 
he was nyich blamed by fome of his party. 
He went an Ireland in Auguft 165 9, but re- 
mained not long in that kingdom, though re- 
ceiving an account on his landing at £eau- 
xn&ri* on his return, that the army had curntd 
the parliament out of the houfe, and again re- 
fumed the power into their own hands. This 
aftonifhing news made him hefitate, whether 
he fhould go Lack to his command, or purfue 
his journey to London ; but after weighing 
circumflances caicfuily, he determined for the 
latter, and accordingly- fet forwards. At Con- 
way he was ir.v-t by colonel Barrow, who had 
been difpaicK\i from the council of officers at 
London, to acquaint thole in Ireland of the 
alteration of affairs; and having read the let- 
ters he b ojgiu, our author delivered thofe foy 
the oif cura in Ireland to him again, and con- 
D 4 turned-. 
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tinued his journey to Chefter, where he halted 
a day. There he received another pacquet 
from London, wherein he found the army's 
fcheme of government, purfuant to what 
they had fet forth in their petition, with the 
addition, “ that all who had any military com- 
mand were to receive new com millions from 
Fleetwood and the meffenger further ac- 
quainted him, 44 that there was a committee 
of fafetyapppointed, confiding of twenty one 
members, of which he was one, and that he 
was aHb continued one of the committee for 
nomination of officers.” The day after he 
received this advice, he fet out for London, 
where he arrived on Friday the twenty-ninth 
of O&obcr 1659, and immediately went to 
wait on Fleetwood, but refufed to gw with him 
to the council of officers, then fitting at Wal- 
iingford-houfe, on fome letters from Monk, 
whom Fleetwood charged with infincerity : our 
author told him, 44 that whatever Monk's 
defigns were, his public declarations had a 
better appearance than thofe of Wallingford- 
houfe, who were for governing by the fword.” 
When this party prevailed both in the council 
of officers and that of Hate, to have a new 
parliament called, our author oppofed it with 
ail his might, in defence of the rump; and 
when a new parliament was determined on, 
he propofed to qualify the power of the army 
by a council of rwenty-orte, to be chofen by 
the council of officers, who Ihould fettle the 
differences, when any arofe between the army 
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and the parliament, under the denomination of 
the confervators of liberty ; which being agreed 
to, he gave in a lift of perfons to be chofen, 
and they proceeded to ballot upon it : bur 
here, breakir g in upon the rule they had 
cllablifhed, and putting many perfons names 
to the ballot which were not contained in his 
lift, our author grew impatient, and told 
them openly, 44 that feeing they intended on- 
ly to carry on a faflion, and govern the nation 
by the fword, he would have no more to do 
with them.” 

The city of London was in fome con fu lion 
at this time, occafioned by the apprentices pe- 
titioning the aldermen and common-council 1 
for a free-parliament, w hich had brought the 
military pojver to take poffeffion of that capital; 
but the magiftrates applying to the council of 
officers to be relieved, and to have the guards 
withdrawn, fix of that council, of which num- 
ber they conftrained our author to be one, 
were appointed tp meet them at Whitehall; 
at this meeting lieutenant-general Ludlow 
earneftly diffuaded the Londoners from joinings 
the royalifts; 44 at which/’ he fays, 44 divers 
of them feemed much furprifed’, becaufe they 
had taken other refolutions.” Our author,, 
therefore, feeing every thing going into con* 
fufioa, refolved to go to hL poft in Ireland, 
and acquainted lieutenant-general Fleetwood 
with his intention ; and alfo went to take his 
leave of the principal officers, but found they 
had altered their minds about calling a new 
U 5 parliament* 



;« BRITISH PLUTARCH, 
parliament, on receiving advice, that the fleet 
had unanimoufly declared for the old one. 
This made him delay his journey a little while, 
but the officers varied again from that deter- 
mination, the fame afternoon; whereupon he 
fully rc/olved to fet out the next day, which he 
accordingly did ; but had the fatisfadlion to 
know, before he left London, that it was at 
Jaft carried to reltore the old parliament, which 
was done two or three days after. 

While Ludlow was on the road to Chefter, 
inbis way to Ireland, he received from his bro- 
ther-in-law, Kempfon, an account of the pof- 
tu re of affairs in Ireland, which made him haf- 
ten his journey; but, on his arrival in Bul- 
iock’s-bay, not thinking it proper to land till 
he had leceived a full information of things, 
Jhe lent a letter of notice of his arrival to Sir 
Hardrefs Waller, and the other officers, ac- 
quainting them with the reftitution of the par- 
liament (which they had declared for) and 
that he was come to join with them in fupport 
of their authority. Mr. Kempfon and other 
c inters came on board the lieutenant-general, 
and the former informed him, that things 
were in a much worfe ftate than they were 
when he wrote Jail to him, and that the 
council of officers would not receive him. And' 
rhe next dayour author was told, by oneof his 
Servants, that thofe in Dublin, as fbon as they- 
heard of his arrival, had font a party of horfb 
to feize him at his houfe, who not finding him 
there* had concealed themfelves in ambuih to 

take; 
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take him on his landing. He alfo rece ivtd 
:i meffage from Dublin by captain Lucas, who 
acquainted him with the refolution oi their 
council of officers concerning him. 

Finding the paifage to Dublin barred agairdt 
him, he fet fail for Duucannon, where he had 
placed one captain Skinner, as commander, 
in whom he had great confidence, and who 
did not deceive him j but, with the whole 
gairifon, received him with the utmoft demon* 
ltiarions of joy. 

The lieutenant-general having been in* 
formed at FafTage, about a league from Dun* 
cannon, that the governor of Waterford had 
piomifed to adhere to him os his arrival, im- 
mediately fent him notice, that he was come 
to Duncanfion, and took all care to victual 
and recruit his little garrifon. He alfb wrote 
to the garrifons of Rofs, Wexford, Cork, and 
Kinfale, encouraging them to perfevere in 
their duty to the parliament ; and re- victu- 
alled liia man of war with beef and other ne- 
ceflaries, which he procured from his own 
eftate of Bally roagger. 

.He had fcarce finifhed thefe cautionary 
fleps when he was blocked up by a party of 
horfe under the command of colonel Edmund 
Temple 

Whilft this fiege, or rather blockade, was 
carrying on, our author received a long letter 
from the council at Dublin $ wherein they laid 
many things to his charge, in order to injure 
his reputation $ the principal of which were, 
D 6 that 
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that, on the interruption of the parliament by 
the Wallingford houfe party, infteadof return- 
ing to his duty in Ireland, he had continued 
his journey to London ; that he had encou- 
raged colonel John Jones in his correfpond- 
cnce wijjjj, the army party in England ; refuicd 
to wait the fitting of the parliament on their 
late reflitution ; and polled away to Ireland, 
in order to ferve the army by his interell 
there ; and, that, finding Dublin Secured for 
the parliament, by thole who obeyed their 
orders, and who would obey him as com- 
mander in chief, if the parliament thought fit 
to continue him in that poll, he had not only 
jefufed to return to England till their pleafure 
was known in that reipett, but had endea- 
voured, by all boftile means, to get the power 
into his hands ; at the fame time* neglecting 
his duty in parliament ; which 'honour they 
pretended his mifearriages had rendered him 
incapable of. 

To this long and heavy charge, he wrote a 
very foil atlfwer ; but, before he had lent it 
away, he received an account, that the parlia- 
ment had acknowledged all that thole at Dub- 
lin had done was for their fervice: and, in 
abort a week after, received a letter fent from 
whence, figned Lenthall, requiring him, (as 
they had affo required Jones and Corbet, the 
twp other commiffioners) to attend the pariia- 
tnent with an account of the IrHh affairs; 
«rhich requeft he complied with the very firil 
Opportunity, and accordingly embarked on 

board 
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board a Dutch veiTel, having firft given pofi- 
tive orders to captain .Skinner, not to deliver 
up the fort of Duncannon, unlefs they were 
directed fo to do by the parliament or him- 
felf. 

Soon after his arrival at Milford-Corob, he 
found, by the public news, that Sir Charles 
Coote had exhibited a charge of high-trealon 
againft him : which made him quicken his 
diligence to reach London. Arriving there* 
he firft went to con fuit and expoftulate with 
Sir Arthur Hailerig, and then took his place 
in the houfe, and got a copy of his charge. 
He then moved to be heard upon that head* 
but could only prevail to have a day ap- 
pointed for that purpofe ; but, on that day* 
was again put off, fo that he could never be 
heard thefeupon. 

This motion was made by Ludlow on the 
firft of February, 1660, according to our 
prefent reformation of the ftyle : two days 
after which, colonel* afterwards general. 
Monk, marched into London, and was waited 
on by our author the fame evening. 

The commiffion for lodging the command 
of the forces in England and Scotland in 
feven perfons being near expiration, a new aft 
was made to veft it in five, any three of them 
to be a quorum, of which colonel Monk was 
the firft ; but our author was left Out, not- 
with landing he obtained the command of the 
forces in Ireland to be inferted in the find com- 
mtiion* 


This 



62 BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

This Hep gave Tome umbrage to general 
Monk ; whereupon our author made him a 
vilit, in order to fettle matters between tncm, 
and to efFace any ill imprdZicns the geneial 
might have received again IE our authci or his 
patty •, and thought he had fucceeded : but 
finding foon after that matters were rend.-ng 
apace to overturn his darling fcheme, he ap- 
plied to Sir Arthur Hallerig to draw their 
(battered forces together, in order to oppefe 
Monk and his confederates but Sir Arthur 
would not lilten to rhe propofal. 

News arriving (hortly after from Ireland, 
that Sir Charles Cootc had feized the cadle of 
Dublin, and not only expelled Sir Hardrefs 
Waller from ihencc, but lihewife u-moved 
him and feveral others from their command in 
the army* he adviled Sir Arthur to adjourn 
the parliament to the Tower, and to draw 
their troops together ; but was again an- 
fwered by him, that all would be well, and 
that Monk would be 1 oncil f even afier he 
had feetl the London populace, by his encou- 
ragement, bum the R-imp, as they then 
called the remains of the long parliament,, 
whole power was openly contemned, and 
Whale very’ name was grown cdicus to the 
majority of the nation. . 

The ele&ion cf a new parliament had been" 
feme time determined, a:, we have mentioned, 
before ; notwithftanding which, the Republi- 
cans endeavoured to evade their diffolution,. 
by ordering vw its to be iflued to fill up the 

vacant 
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vacant feats in the houfe ; but the fpeaker re- 
fufea to fign the warrant for their being fealed. 
This occafioned much confufion ; in the inrdit 
of which Ludlow, fore feeing the conlequences 
of thefc difputes amongll thcmfelves, piefled 
very earn el! I y to be heard concerning the 
charge of high-treafon lodged againll him 
from Ireland ; “ alledging, fays he, “ for 
the reafon of my ^importunity, that, though 
my enemies in that country had, by their late 
anions, manifefled, to all the world, that 
their enmity to the parliament was much 
greater than to me ; yet, being uncertain what 
fort of men might foon have the principal in- 
fluence in that houfa, I could not believe, they 
would think it convenient, that a charge of 
high-trea(cyi> how frivolous foever, fhould be 
transmitted *> them againit one of their old 
and faithful fervants.” But he was as unfne- 
ccfsful in the houfe in his own caufe, as he had 
been without doors in what he elleemed that of 
the public. 

The members who had been facludcd by 
the lieutenant-general, lreto-n, and others, in 
1648, having obtained Monk’s confent fot 
returning to the houfe, our author was fo 
highly irritated thereat, that he withdrew 
himfelf from the fervice of the houfe, but Fre- 
quently appeared in Weftminfter-hall, to (hew 
he did not decline ferving the public ; nor was, 
as had been thrown out," at the head of any 
forces ; and was followed in this procedure by 
Mr, George Montague and others., 


every 
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Every thin& now tending to forward the re- 
Iteration of King Charles II. the common- 
wealth’s men grew very uneafy at the danger- 
ous fituation of their affairs ; and held fre ■ 
quem meetings to confuk meafures for pre- 
serving their power ; at one of which the 
lieutenant-general tells us he took the liberty 
to make the following propofuions : 

** That feven of the council of date, and 
three of the generals that had been appointed 
by the parliament, (hould ffgn fiich orders as 
were neceffary for carrying their defigns into 
execution. That Mofs’s regiment, which 
lay in Kent, and not far from London ; and 
another, which lay in the Borough of South- 
wark, commanded by lieutenant-colonel Fain- 
ley ; confiding in all of more than jtwo thou-, 
land old foldiers, of whofe integrity and af- 
fections we had good affurances, ihould be or- 
dered to the Tower to join colonel Morley’s 
regiment already there, and would be ready 
to receive them, having fent to me to let me 
know, that the Tower fhould be at my com- 
mand whenfoever 1 pleafed to defire it* 
That the commanders of thefe forces (hould 
take fix months provisions, giving tickets for 
the quantity, payable by the parliament. 
That the militia of London, which had been 
lifted during the government of the parlia- 
ment, ihould be authorifed to meet as there 
ihould be occafion, to aiiiil the forces in the 
Tower. That four or five places of rendez~ 
vbus ihould be appointed for the forces of the 

army. 
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army, which lay Scattered up and down in 
feveral parts of the nation ; and, that officers 
fhould be agreed upon to appear at the head 
of them. That the foldiers, both horfe and 
foot, fhould have the liberty to follow either 
their old officers, or to appoint new. That 
thefe officers, who fhould prevail on the major 
part of the men to follow them, fhould be 
continued in their refpe&ive polls ; and, that 
thofe who appeared heartily to promote this 
defign, though they could not perfuade the 
greater part of their foldiers to follow them, 
mould have provifions made for them equal to 
their merits. That the country militia, both 
horfe and foot, fhould be authorifed to draw 
together, and be impowered to feize and dif- 
arm fuch pfcrfons in the refpe&ive counties as 
were known* to be enemies to the common- 
wealth. That the fleet fhould be ordered at 
the fame time ; and to fend one or 2000 fea- 
men to the afliftance of thofe in the Tower. 
That all who adled by the parliament’s autho- 
rity, in their fervice, fhould be juftified in io 
doing. That the governors of garrifons fhould 
be required to refufe obedience to any power, 
which was not derived from the lawful autho- 
rity of the parliament ; and, that a declara- 
tion fhould be forthwith prepared, to fhew the 
grounds and reafons, together with the necef- 
fity of thefe proceedings.” 

Whether thefe propofals, or any part of 
them, were received, or attempted to be car- 
ried 
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ried into execution, he does no fc tdl u< ; only 
obfcrves, TH-t, 44 wi\ being ; pc for the cor- 
rtdlion of ] W ivcn, notKr.g <y\ Id present it ; 
our enemies (L c. thole who we;e lb to the 
commonwealth.) fucceeding in sul thc.r at- 
tempts, and ail our endeavours prov big abo:- 
tive.” 

Soon after this, Hull was taken Horn major- 
general Overton, and the militia alfo was new 
modelled, and put under perfons more in ihe 
intereft of, monarchy than it was beiore * after 
which, ‘the famous long pailumier.l was dif- 
folved : whereupon our lieutenant genual be- 
gin to aft With more caution, and to appear 
lei's frequently in Weftminftcr -hail than he 
had u fed to do : and receiving advice that Sir 
Arrhur Haiimg was now convirced that ge- 
fieial Monk’s def:gn was to reiloie the king ; 
and, that the nj-.v council of Hate had n-iolvcd 
to feize Mr. Scott, our author began to pro- 
vide, in the beft manner he could, for his 
Own fecurity, ft: i do in lying at his houfe in 
town, and foon after fetting out for the coun- 
try. 

• He had not travelled far before a meflenger 
Overtook him with the news, that, about an 
hour and a half after he left the town, the 
Council had fent him a fummons (as they alfo 
had done to colonel John Jones, colonel 
Thomiinfon, and Mr. Miles Corbet, the other 
comiiiiffioncrs for Ireland) to attend them. 
On receiving this intelligence, ho quitted bis 

• WIInC 
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wife and chaiiol, and, having provided a led 
hoifc*, c roiled the he:uh between Rgham aitd 
Ragihot, and, avoiding the public* road, came 
in the evening to bii coiilm Mr. Robert Wal- 
lop’s houfe at Farley, where he Hayed but two 
nighty : from thence he continued his rout } to 
Sutton, and at l.til too!; up his qu asters at Sa- 
liihu’y; whe; j lie ^ crived advice that his fef- 
Icnv commiilioners had, on attending the 
couiicil of Hate, been obliged to enter into an 
engagement not to cliilurb the reigning power ; 
and this piece of information made him look 
on his cfcapc in a much higher light than he 
had yet done, a 3 it convinced him he had 
avoided being imprifoned, fsnee, he fays, He 
-could not have confentcd to have figned fudh 
-an engagement now, any more than he could 
under Oliver Cionnvell ; and. consequently, 
being detained in cuflouy till the return (if 
Charles II. what would have been his .fctfe 
then, who reckoned it an honour to have been 
one of the judges of Charles I. is pretty eafy 
to be determined. 

From Salilbury he proceeded to his* ieveral 
eftat ,s in Wiltlhire, in order' to raife what 
money he could among ft his tenants againft 
the evil clay ; which, with rrfpett to him, ht 
found approaching vtvv fa if , the Royalifls hav- 
ing eveiy w here the fupcrmnfy over the Com- 
mon weakh’s-rnen ; arid that to fueh a degree, 
that, though nineteen votes out of twenty -fix 
cholc the lieutenant-general for the borough 
of liindon, pait of hi s own eftntc, >et the v*- 
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valiers prevailed to have a double return 
made, in favour of Sir Thomas Thynne j but 
this was fet a fide above, and the lieutenant- 
general reputed duly defied. 

Having fettled his affairs as well as he could 
in the time, he refolved to keep himfelf out of 
the reach of thofe in power till it was feen 
what turn things would take ; and having 
lain thus concealed about eight days, he ven- 
tured to pay a vifit to his wife at Salifbury, 
with whom he flayed a rdght, and the next 
day received an account that Lambert had 
made his efcape from the Tower. This made 
the lieutenant-general leturn to his place of fe- 
crecy in hade ; and here he received fcveral 
meffages fiom Lambert ; but, as that officer 
had fixed no plan, nor cared to piake any de- 
clarations of his intentions, the lieutenant- 
general was cautious how he embarked either 
■fimfelf or his 1'iiends, in an undertaking 
which never promifed more than it produced $ 
\ir.. deflrufiion to thofe who were engaged 
therein. 

However, while they were in treaty toge- 
ther, our author took the prudent flops he 
thought neceflary far the fupport of the de- 
clining caufe ; and might have created fome 
trouble to the government, had Lambcir been 
equally cautious, equally afiive and Heady ; 
but the fuddennefs of his dcieat put an er.d to 
all expeftations from any projefis of that 
kind. 


The 
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The time for the meeting of the houfe beinfc 
now near at hand, the lieutenant-general re- 
paired to London, and lodged with a friend 
in Hoi born ; where he had not refided many 
days, before he had the mortification to hear. 
That “ the nominal houfe of commons,” as 
he is pleafed to call them, “ tho* called by a 
commonwealth, writ in the name of the keep* 
ers of the liberties of England, parted a vote, 
That the government of the nation fhould be 
by a king, lords, and commons ; and, that 
Charles Stuart fhould be proclaimed king of 
England, &c.” 

But the lieutenant-general was fomething 
comforted, even under this heavy misfortune, 
by receiving advice, that he had again efcaped 
the malice of his purfuers, who had fe.;t or-* 
ders, it Teems, to feize hisjjerfon in the weft, 
the very day he arrived from thence* This 
obliged him, on receiving an order, to attend 
his duty in the houfe, to apply to Mr. Arthur 
Anneftey, for inflruCtions how to behave in 
this critical conjuncture ; who advifed him to 
take his (eat as foon as he could ; which he 
accordingly did. 

H. now alfo fent orders to coiled his rents, 
and difpofe of his effects in Ireland; but was 
prevented from doing either by Sir Charles 
Coote, who feized both, the ftock alone 
amounting to fifteen hundred pounds. Sir 
Charles alfo having feized Cooke, the (ollicitor 
againft Charles I. but then chief-juftice in 
Ireland ; and others thereupon, without war- 
rant 
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rant or authority, according to our author, 
feizing colonel Harrifon in England ; the ca- 
valiers in the houfe of commons, eafily ob- 
tained an order to feize all who had figned the 
warrant for the King’s execution, and conse- 
quently the lieutenant-general ; but he re- 
ceived timely notice enough to keep out of 
tlleir reach, and to confalt with his friends the 
propereft methods for his fecurity; the princi- 
pal one now ad vi fed and pra&ifed being to 
iliift his abode very frequently. 

During his recefs, the houfe was bufy in 
preparing the bill of indemnity ; in which he 
was more than once very near being inferred 
as one of the feven perfons to be excepted from 
all benefit thereby, either as to life or efiate; 
wherein general Monk and his lady, and co- 
lonel Skipwith, were very afli^uous ; and, 
though they failed in that particular, yet they 
carried their point in another ; which was the 
iiTuing out a proclamation foon after the king’s 
return, for all the late king’s judges to furren- 
dcr themfdvc& in fourteen day’s time, on pain 
of being excepted out of the fuid ad of indent 
nity. 

This alarmed the lieutenant-general greatly, 
and occafioned a confutation to be held with . 
his friends ; where it was debated, Whether, 
as he was not one of the feven excepted in 
the bill of indemnity, heihould not furrender . 
him fdfaccoi ding to the proclamation, as Mr. 
William Heveningham, Mr. Simon Maync, . 
and other of the late king’s judges, had al-, 

ready 



EDMUND LUDLOW. 71. 

ready done ; but, being, divided in their opi- 
nions ; and Tome, who Teemed to be bed 
vc r fed in the then flatc of af Fairs, not encoui- 
raging him to venture his life on fuch a rifque, 
there being Ibong expectations that the lords 
would encreafe the number to be excepted, he 
chofi; to wait the event a little longer before 
he put himfclf into their power : and, though , 
he was inclined to fui render, that he might; 
have the more time to fettle his, private affairs, ; 
yet he firfl drew up a petition, letting forth,, 
that, though he had been engaged in the efta- 
blilhing a commonwealth, during which he 
had behaved with as much tends. mefs as affairs 
would permit ; yet, now the former govern* 
ment being re ellnbliflied, he thought it hi$ 
duty to fubmit thereto, that he might be en- 
titled tvi the # proteftion thcieof. 

This he leht by his wife to Mr. Anncfley 
for his opinion ; but that gentleman (being * 
now, fay » our author, fworn a piivy-counfel* 
lor) on peufal fa id. He thought it would be 
better to fny nothing, than endeavour to jufli fy 
any thing that had been done. 

* Upon this, he Tent his wife to the earl of 
Ormond, to afk his advice how to demean 
hiniidf ; who made large ' promifes, but 
would enter into no particulars, unleft fhc 
would difeovv whether her hufb^nd was ftiil 
in England ; as to which flic begged his ex- 
excufc. 

The lieutenant-general then fent her to Sir 
Harbottle Grimfton*, fpcaker of the houfe of 
z commons. 
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commons, to acquaint him with her huf- 
band’s difficulties and doubts. Sir Harbottle 
entered very freely into the affair with her, 
telling her. He believed the houfe of lords 
would be content with what was already done; 
but, if they fhould not, it would be tne molt 
horrid thing in the world, if the houfe of 
commons (hould join in excepting any man 
who had rendered himfelf ; letting her know, 
at the fame time, that there was no undertak- 
ing for what they would not do ; but that 
he would confult Mr. Hollis, and other lead* 
ing men, with whom he fhould dine that day, 
and inform himfelf fully in every particular ; 
and would then give her the bed advice he 
could. 

The confequence was, that they were una- 
nimous of opinion. That the hoi|fe' would ne- 
ver be guilty of Co unworthy an a&ion ; and, 
therefore, the lieutenant-general’s beft way 
would be to come in : and, to make it both 
the faferand eafier. Sir Harbottle granted him 
his warrant to protedl him from arrefts by the 
way; and promiled to fpeak to the ferjeant to 
be moderate in his demands : which he ac- 
cordingly did ; and the lieutenant-general fur- 
rendered. 

As this furrender was chiefly made to get 
time and opportunity to fettle his affairs, the 
bail he procured were not very fubftantial; 
and thefeb'e honeflly told, That, if he found 
his life was at all in danger he wbuld go ofF, 
if poffible. He therefore kept the ftri&efl 

guard 



EDMUND LUDLOW. 9 $ 

f uard during the fitting of the houfe every 
ay, to prevent being leized by any order of 
theirs during the conteifts about the bill, which 
was hotly debated in the houfe of lords; where 
the royal party feemed inclined to except alt 
the judges of Charles I. and did add fcveral 
to the bill, even of thofe who had come in 
upon the proclamation : yet the lieutenant-ge- 
neral was fortunate enough to efcape being 
named ; and well it was for him that he did 
fo ; for the houfe of commons confirmed the 
additions made by the lords, with very little 
reftrittions, no lefs than nineteen who had fur- 
rendered themfelves being inferted ; and de- 
livered over by the ferjeant at arms to the 
lieutenant of the tower, as would the lieute- 
nant-general have been (though not yet in- 
ferted) had *he not withdrawn himfelf to 
Richmond, on notice that the lieutenant of 
the Tower, Sir John Robinfon, would move 
the houfe, that all the perfons in the feijeant's 
cuftody might be delivered up to him. 

On notice of thefe proceedings, and that 
there was much clamour at his fecreting him- 
fclf, he came privately to town, and again 
fent his wife to Sir Harbottlfc Grimfton for 
advice $ who was Hill pofitivs for his Airren- 
dering himfelf into cuftody : at which (he hefi- 
tating, he told her, That he would wafh his 
hands of her hufband’s blood ; by alluring 
her, that, if he would furrender himfelf, his 
life would be as fafe as his own ; but, if he 
tefufed to hearken to that advice, and IhouM 
Vol.VI, E happen 
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happen to be feized, he was like to be the fid! 
man they would execute, and (he would be 
left the pooreft widow in England. But the 
advice of another friend, backed with the 
friendly counfel of lord Oflory, fon to the 
marquis of Ormond, outweighed all that the 
fpeaker had faid, and determined the lieute- 
nant * general's refolution to quit England; 
which he inftantly put in practice : and, hav- 
ing taken leave of all his friends, he went 
ever London-bridge in a coach to St. George’s 
church, in the Borough of Southwark, where 
he took horfe ; and, travelling all night, ar- 
rived at Lewes, a fea port on the coalt of 
Suflex, by break of day the next morning, 
without having palled through any principal 
town by the way. • 

On the Tuefday after he JefF London, he 
went on board a fmall open velTel prepared for 
him ; but the weather being very bad, he 
quitted that, and took fhelter in a larger, 
which had been got ready for him, and in 
which, but a few weeks before, Richard 
Cromwell had gone over to France ; but 
Uruck upon the lands in going down the river, 
and lay then a-ground ; and was hardly got 
on board this* when fome perfons came to 
fearch that he had quitted ; but not fufpe&ing 
any body to be in that alhore, did not exa- 
mine it ; by which means he efcaped : and, 
waiting a day and a night for the florm to 
abate (during which the mailer of the veflel, 
whether he had heard that lieutenant-eeneral 

Ludlow 
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Ludlow was confined amongft the reft of the 
king’s judges)** the next morning he put to 
fea, and landed at Dieppe that evening before 
the gates were (hut. 

He was recommended to the houfe of one 
Madame de Caux, who, with great civility, 
making him an offer of going to her country- 
houfe, he readily embraced it ; as well to 
avoid the many Irifh then in the town, as to 
enjoy the liberty of taking the air. 

boon after his going off, a proclamation wa* 
publifhed for apprehending and fecuring him* 
with a reward of three hundred pounds. 
One of thefe proclamations came to his hands, 
inclofed in a pacquet of letters ; wherein his 
friends earneftly defired he would remove to 
fome place more diftant from England : and 
this made hifn refolve for Geneva. In pur- 
suance of which refolution, he took the way 
of Roan for Paris, where he flayed fcveral 
days to view what was remarkable. 

From hence he travelled through Lyons to 
Geneva, where he arrived without meeting 
with any moleftation by the way 5 and took 
up his quarters at one Mr. Perrdt’s, who had 
ferved in the parliament army during the 
civil-war, and thereby had acquired the En- 
glilh language. Here he was joined by Mefc 
Jieurs Line and Cowley, two of thofe who fat 
as judges on the late king ; and, together 
with them, made private application to one 
of the principal fyndics for the proteftion of 
E 2 the 
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the republic ; which was fecretly propofed : 
but his two companions not being fatLfied 
therewith, would addrefs the council publicly# 
againft his advice ; and thereby gave offence: 
fo that they found it neceffary to withdraw to 
Laufanne, and feek protection from the Can- 
ton of Bern ; which was readily granted both 
for themfeives and Ludlow, who, in a few 
days, followed them. 

Here the lieutenant-general remained many 
years ; in the two firil of which, thj dutehef? 
of Anjou, he fays, (meaning Madame Hemi- 
etta, dutchefs of Oi leans) offered a perfon of 
quality ten tlioufand crowns to alfafliuate him; 
but the bribe was refuted, and the offer dif- 
covered to a merchant of Loufanne, who in- 
formed the lieutenant- general thefeof. 

In September, 1602, they w&*e joined by 
feven more of their party; viz. Mr. ferjeant 
Dendy, Mr. Nicholas Love. Mr. Andrew 
Broughton, Mr. Sling/by Bethel, Colonel 
Bifcoe, Mr. William Say, and Mr. Cornelius 
Holland. Thefc perfons having paffed through 
Bern in their way, and paid a vjiit to Mr. 
Humelius, the principal minifter there, were 
by_ him informed of the lieutenant-general, 
and his companions, 1 eliding at Laufanne, in 
procuring the order for which he had been 
very ferviceabJe 5 and now, by this means, 
gave them notice, that it would be much bet- 
ter for them to remove to Vevay, than to re- 
main any longer where they were ; on which. 
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fix of them, araongft whom was the liente- 
nantgeneral, accordingly removed thither 5 
where they were received with great kindnefs, 
hnd viiitcd in ’form by the chief magi ft rates. 
Here they were vifited alfo by Mr; Algernon 
Sidney, as he returned fiom Rome; and who, 
when he left them, parted through Bern, 
where he did them /owe kind offices, and in- 
formed them; that it would be proper for 
thofe amongft them who could bear travelling, 
to make a tour to Beni. 10 juy their public 
acknowledgments to the loids, for their kind 
protection granted to them. 

Hereupon the lieutenant-general (accompa- 
nied with Meflienrs Love and Broughton, who 
were accidentally come over fiom Laulanne, 
fet out for Bern. 

Being arrived there, they firft paid their 
refpects to Mr. Humclius, as well to thank 
him for the many kind offices he had done for 
them, as to beg he would affift them in mak- 
ing their addrefs to the council in as private a 
manner as they could ; which he approved of, 
and obtained liberty for them to do it in what 
snanner'they thought proper ; either by fpeech 
or wj icing: which latter method they chofe, 
and prefen ted by the hands of the advoyer, or 
preiident of the council, an addrefs. 

Our author, on this occafion, gives us the 
hiftory of the firft eftabliftiment ofthe republic 
of Bern ; with which the lieutenant-general is 
fo tranfported, that he foigets, while he np- 
E 5 plauiis 
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plauds the fpirit of freedom, that he is an ad- 
vocate for the do&rine of afi alii nation ; againft 
which, in his own perfon, he raifes great ex- 
clamation ; and, indeed, not without reafnn : 
for, foon after his return from Bern to Vevay, 
he icccivcd information that an Iiifhman, 
called PJardo, and faid to belong to the dutch - 
efs of Orleans, was come to Turin, with an 
intention to form fomc defign againft the 
lives of our author and the other fugitives : 
and it was alfo repoiced, that king Charles If. 
had wrote to the magiftracy at Bern, to de- 
mand the delivery of their perfons. 

Many letters from Turin, Geneva, Lyons, 
and other places, confirmed the account of 
Riardo’s being in the country of Yaux upon 
the defign mentioned ; adding, that fo many, 
and luch defperate perfons, were Engaged with 
him in the fame delign, that it would be next 
to impoffible for the Englifhmen to cfcape. 
On this they held a confultation, the refult of 
which was not to quit Vevay; but, as there 
was to be a fair there foon, to apply to the 
magiflrates, to have the guards doubled that 
day, and to change their lodgings for one 
night. 

Thcfe precautions were far from unnecefla- 
ry ; for, on Sunday, the fourteenth of No- 
vember, 1663, a Savoy boat, in which, as 
the lieutenant-general was afterwards told, 
were Dupow and Cerife, two of Lyons ; Du- 
pre, a Savoyard, Riardo, and others, about 

an 
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*n hour after fun-fet, arrived at Vevay, and 
look up their quarteis in feveral inns for that 
ni^ht. The next morning, as Monfieur Du- 
bois, the lieiuenant-gerierars landlord, went 
out to go to church, he cbferved the boat ly- 
ing with four watermen in her, and their oars 
all in leadinefs to put off at a minute’s warn- 
ing. Near the boat were two perfbns cloaked 
fitting under a tree ; and, not far from them, 
two more in the fame guife and polture. This 
alarmed Monfieur Dubois, who immediately 
conjc&ured their defign mud be againd hi& 
lodgers ; whereupon he diredUy returned home 
to give them the alarm, being confirmed in his 
fufpicion, from hearing there were fix more, 
who had polled thcmfelves, two in the way 
between hi* houfe and the church, and lour in 
the market -p4acc, By their appearance and 
garb, every one fufpefting they had arms un- 
der their cloaks, had made the town’s people 
obferve them fo much, that they all retired 
from the town towards the lake, a id left the 
paffage free for the lieutenant-general and his 
friends to go to church. 

On their return from thence* hearing the 
drar.^ters were at dinner at one of the inns, our 
author went down to take a view of the boat, 
which he found, as before deferibed, and a 
great quantity of draw, under which his land- 
lord informed him they had concealed their 
arms ; and, that they had cut all the withs,. 
which fecured their oars, of the town- boats to> 
prevent being purfued : however, finding* 
E 4 themklvea:- 
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themfelvcs watched fo narrowly, and being* 
apprehenfivc, from Monfieur Dubois’s beha- 
viour, that he would have them fcized, foon 
after they had dined, they took to their boat 
and returned to Savoy. 

This attempt, which was foon after acknow- 
ledged by Dupre and others concerned, alarmed 
the magiflrates of Bern, who inftantly fent 
fpecial orders to the bailiffs of Vevay, Lau- 
fanne, and Merges, to be efpecially careful of 
the Englilh under their protection ; to fearch 
all boats coming from Savoy ; to let no flran- 
gers refide in the town, without giving an ex- 
aCi account of themfelves and their bufmefs ? 
to double the guards at Vevay ; and to give 
the lieutenant-general, and his companions, 
leave to ring the alarm-bell (which, being 
firuated near one of the gates, they could da 
from one of their own apartments) in cafe of 
any fudden attack. 

They were attempted again by fome perfbns 
who came by land about eight days after ; 
but thefc were alio difeovered, as were feveral 
who endeavoured to furprize them ; but were 
always difappointed, except in the cafe of Mr. 
Lifle, in winch they fuccccdcd ; and affeded 
Mr. Say and colonel Bitcoefo much, that they 
removed firlt into Germany, and then to Hol- 
land ; whither, upon the breaking out of the 
Dutch war foon after, with king Charles If. 
they earneftly invited the lieutenant-general 
u^coipe ; in order, as they faid, to head a bo- 
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dy of Dutch troop:, with which De Wit pro- 
pofed to invade England ; but the States hav- 
ing tamely fullered. Corbet, Okey, and Bark- 
ftead, three ot the regicides, who had taken 
Shelter at Ddft, in 1661, to be trapanned, 
and fent prifoners to England, by Sir George 
Dcaning, minillcr to king Charles If. the 
lieutenant-general would never hearken to 
any offers fiom the Hague or Amilerdam, un- 
leh the Stales would fiift difclaim that a6tion r 
and next promife not to make any treaty with- 
out fecuring all who (hould engage with them: 
but, as this was never compiled with, he did 
not iHr fiorn Vcvay, though he had procured, 
a pafs fjom the count d'Eftradcs tor that 
purpofe, had he received the acknowledgments 
he demand*}. « 

Whethir the English court had any know- 
ledge of ihcfe negotiations or only guefled that 
fomething of tliis fort might he fet on foot be- 
tween the fugitives and tnc Dutch arid French,, 
we know not; but lhe renewed and redoubled 
her diligence, through the dutchefs of Orlean’a 
and the queen-mother of England's means, to 
gel the lieutenant general and his frienda affafc 
finati d ; many attempts being' made during 
this tieaty, and even after tlie peace, with the 
Dutch, who took no fort of care of the Re- 
gicides. “ But it pleafed Providence,” fays 
he, “ to frullrate not only thole- bloody de- 
figns, but alfo to baffle all the endeavours ufed 
by Charles II, and his mercenary tools, to 
E 5 deprive 
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deprive any of the exiles of the prote&ion 
granted, and more than once, openly avowed 
by the Canton of Bern to them. 

By this means, the lieutenant-general not 
only furvived Chailes II. but lived to fee the 
ruin of king James the Second, by the Revo* 
Iution, in which he earneftly defired to have 
been an afliftant ; and left his retreat at Vcvay, 
and came to England, in order to exert his old 
age in that caule ; having fome expectations 
of being employed in Ireland, againit the po- 
pilh and other adherents, as he ftyles him, to 
the abdicated king. 

In this defjgn he ventured to appear fo 
openly in London, that an add refs was pre- 
fcnted to his majefty, king William, from the 
houfe of commons, by the hands^of Sir Ed- 
ward Seymour, on the feventh ^f November, 
3689 ; that he would be pleafed to put out a 
t proclamation for the apprehending of colonel 
Ludlow, attainted for the murder of king 
Charles I. Sec. Whereupon, our author, be- 
ing informed of the motion, haftened to the 
fea-fide ; whence, after waiting near a fort- 
night fora good wind, he returned to Vevay, 
wneic he continued till his death, which hap- 
pened in the ^ear 1693, and in the feventy- 
third year of his age. 

His corpfe was interred in the beft church 
there, in which his lady ere&ed a monument 
«f her conjugal affettion to his memory. 


The 
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The LIFE of. 

Thomas Fairfax:.. 


T HOMAS, lord Fairfax, a very aftive 
man in the parliament fervice during 
our unhappy civil-wars, in the laft century, 
and at length general of their armies, was the 
eldeft fon of Ferdinando, lord Fairfax, by 
Mary, his wife, daughter of Edmund Shef- 
field earl of Mulgrave. * 

He was born at Denton, within the pariRi 
ofOtley, # in Yorklhire, in January, 

After a proper fchool- education, he fiudied 
fame time in St. John's college, in Cambridge,, 
to which, in his latter days, he became a do 
nefaftor. 

He appears to have been a lover of learning, 
though he did not excel in any branch, ex- 
cept it was in the Hiftory and Antiquities of 
Britain ; as will appear in the feqtseU 

E Ar\g of a martial difpofition, even in his 
younger years ; but finding no employment 
at home, he went andferved in Holland as a. 
volunteer, under the command of Horatio 
lord Vere, in order to learn the aft of war. 
After foroe fiay there* but how long we cannot 
learn, he came back to England; and, re- 
tiring to his father’s houfe, married Anne, 
E 6 fourth 
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fourth daughter of the {aid lord Vere. Here 
he contracted a flrong aveifion for the court ; 
either by the irrigation of his wife, who was 
a zealous Prcfbyierian ; or elfc by the perfua- 
lion and example of his father, who grew ac- 
tively and ik&iouily difaffedted to the king. So 
that, upon his majefty’s firft endeavours to raife 
a guard at York for his own perfon, (appie- 
hended then by the people of thofe parts, and 
ibund, quickly after, to be the beginning of 
an army ), he was entrtifted by his party to 
prefer a petition to the king, befeeching him 
to hearken to his pailiament, and not to take 
that courfc of raifing forces : which peti - 
tion the king endeavouring to Ihun, he pref ed 
with that initance, and followed him fo with 
it, on Hcyworth-mcor, in the ppefence of 
near one hundred thou fan d people, that, at 
Jak, he prefen te^} it upon the pomel of his 
laddie. 

Shortly after, upon the aftual breaking out 
of the civil- wars, in 1642, his father having 
received a com million from the parliament to 
be general of the forces in the north, he had a 
commiffion under him to be general of the 
horfe. 

His firft exploit was at Bradford, in York- 
Sure, which he obliged a body of Royalifts to 
quit, and to retire to Leeds. A few days af* 
ter, he and captain Hotham, with fome horfe 
and dragoons marching thither, the Royalifts- 
fled in hafte to York ; and the former having 
advanced to Tadcafter, refolved to keep the 
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pafs at Wethcrby, for fecuring the weft riding 
of Yorkfliiro, f r >m whence their chief fupplies 
came, bir Thornus Giemham attempted to 
diflodgc them from thence; but, after a fhoit 
and (harp er.coui ler, retired ; whereupon 
William CavcnJiih, earl of Newcaftle, and 
Henry Clifford, ea* l of Cumberland, united 
their forces at ^tork, amour-tin** to nine thou- 
sand men, and refolded to fail upm Tadcafter;. 
which being judged untenable, the lord Fair- 
fax, and Ids ion Sir Thomas, diew out to an 
advantageous piece of giound near the -town ; 
but, after a fix hours fight, were beaten, and 
withdrew in the night to Selby. 

Three days after. Sir Thomas marched in 
the night by feveral towns in which the Roy* 
alifts iay # ; and came to Bradford, where he 
entrenched *himfdf : but, having too many 
foldiera to lie idle, and too few to be upon- 
co rid a nt duty, he rcfolved to attempt his ene- 
mies in their garrifons. Accordingly coming 
before Leeds, he canicd that town, on the 
twenty* third of January, 164.2-3, after a hot 
difpute ; wherein a good ftoie of ammunition 
fell into hi3 hands, of which he flood in great 

W2 It. 

Next day he defeated a party of feven hun- 
dred horfe and foot at Gifborough, under the 
command of colonel Slingfby : andthen Wake- 
field and Doncafter yielded themfelves to the 
parliament* But, for thefe overt-ads, Wil- 
liam, earl of Newcaftle, the king's general,, 
proclaimed Sir Thomas and his father t nay- 

tors. 
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tors, and the parliament did the like for tfi'e 
eari. 

In the mean time, the lord Fairfax being 
•denied fuccour from Hull, and the eaft riding, 
was forced to forfake Selby, and retire to* 
Leeds : of which the carl of Newcaftle hav- 
ing intelligence, he lay with his army on 
Clifford moor, to intercept him in his way to 
Leeds. Whereupon Sir Thomas was ordered 
by his father to bring what men he could to' 
join with him at Sherburne, on purpofe to fe- 
cure his. retreat. 

Toamufe the earl, Sir Thomas made a di- 
verfion at Tadcafter, which the garrifon imme- 
diately quitted, and whereof he flighted the 
works. But the lord Goring marching to its 
relief, with twenty troops of horfe *and dra- 
goons, defeated Sir Thomas uporu Bramham- 
snoor ; who alfo received a fe-cond defeat upon 
Seacroft-moor, where fome of his men were* 
flain, and many taken prifoners : fo that he 
made his retreat with much difficulty to Leeds 
about an hour after his father was fafely come 
thither : and, according to him, this was one 
of the greateft loflcs he ever received. 

Leeds and Bradford being all the garrifons 
the parliament had in the north, Sir Thomas 
thought it ncceflary to poflefs fome other 
place : therefore, with about one thoufand 
one hundred horfe and foot, he drove, on 
the.twcnty-iirft of May, the Royaliffs out of 
Wakefield, which they had feized again;* and 
took one thoufand four hundred, prifoners, 

eighty 
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eighty officers, and great (lore of ammunition: 
but, (hortly after, the earl of Newcaftle com* 
ing to befiege Bradford, and Sir Thomas and 
his father having the boldnefs, with about 
three thoufand men, to go and attack his whole 
army, which confided of ten thoufand men, 
on Adderton-moor, they were entirely routed 
by the earl, on the thirtieth of June, with a 
confiderable lofs. 

Upon that, Halifax and Beverley being 
abandoned by the Parliamentarians, and the 
lord Fairfax having neither a place of (Irength 
to defend himfelf in, nor a garrifon in York- 
ihire to retire to, withdrew the fame night to 
Leeds, to fecure that town; but, by his order. 
Sir Thomas (layed in Bradford with eight 
hundred fpot and (ixty horfe ; wherein being 
furrounded, Jie was obliged to force his way 
through : in which defperate attempt, his lady, 
and many others, were taken prifoners. 

At his coming to Leeds, he found things 
in great diilra&ion, the council of war hav- 
ing refolved to quit the town, and retreat to 
Hull, which was fixty miles off, with many of 
the king’s garrifons in the way. However, 
though there were fifty or fixty troops of Roy- 
alifts within three miles of Leeds, he got 
fefely to Selby, where there was a ferry, and 
and hardby one of the parliament’s garrifons 
at Cawood. 

Immediately after his coming to Selby, be- 
ing attacked by a party of horfe which pur- 

fued 
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fued him, he received a ihot in the wrift 
his left arm, which made the bridle fall out o* 
his hand ; and, being among the nerves and 
veins, fuddenly let out fuch a quantity of 
blood, that he was ready to fall from his horfe; 
but taking the reins in the other hand, in 
which he had his fvvord, he withdrew himfelf 
out of the crowd ; and, after a very troublc- 
fome and dangerous paflage, being often at- 
tacked, fometimes in the front, fometimes in 
the rear, he came to Hull. 

Upon thefe repeated difaflers, the Scots 
were haftily follicited to lend twenty thoufand 
men to the afltftance of the Parliamentarians, 
who were thus likely to be overpowcied. 

The lord Fairfax, after his coming to Hull, 
made it his firft bufinefs to raife nc*v forces ; 
and, in a ihort time, had about one thoufand 
five hundred foot, and feven hundred horfe. 
The town being little, Sir Thomas was font* 
to Beverley with the horfe and fix hundred 
foot ; for, the marquis of Nexvcaftie looking 
upon them as inconfulerable, and leaving only 
a few garrifons, was marched with his whole 
army into Lincoln (hire, having orders to go 
into Eflex, and block up London on that fide. 
But he was hallily recalled northward, upon 
the lord Fairfax's fending out a large party 
to make an attempt upon Stanford* bridge, near 
York. 

The ir.aiquis, at his return into Vorkfhire, 
firft diflodged from Beverley Sir Thomas, who 
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retreated into Hull, to which the marquis laid 
fiege, but could not carry the place. 'During 
the fiege, the horfe being ufelefs, and many 
dying every day. Sir Thomas was fent with 
them over into Lincolnftiire, to join the carl 
of Mancheflcr’s forces, then commanded by 
major-general Cromwell. At Horn-caftle, or 
Wenfby, they routed a party of five thoufand 
men, commanded by Sir John Henderfon ; 
and, at the fame time, the befieged in Hull 
making a fally upon the beftegers > obliged 
them co retire. » 

Thefe two defeats together, the one falling 
heavy upon the horfe, the other upon the- 
foot, kept the royalifts all that winter from 
attempting any thing ; and the parliamenta- 
rians, afte» the taking of Lincoln, fettled 
themfeives in «win ter- quarters. But Sir Tho-*' 
mas had not long the benefit of them, for ii* 
the coldeft feafon of the year, he was com- 
manded by the parliament, to go and raife 
the feige of Nantvvich in Chelhire, which the 
lord Byron, with an army from Ireland, had* 
reduced to great extremity. He let forward 
from Lincoltflhire December the twenty- 
ninth, and, being joined by' Sir William 
Brercton, entirely routed, on the twenty-firfb 
of January, the lord Bvron, who was drawn 
out to meet them. After that they took 
feveral garrifons in Chelhire, particularly 1 
Crew-houfe, &c. 

Sir Thomas having flayed in thofe parts 
till the middle of March, was ordejed^back by 

hi* 
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his father into Yorklhire, that by the conjunc- 
tion of their forces he might be abler to take 
the field. They met about Ferry-bridge ; 
and colonel Bellafis, governor of York, having 
advanced to Selby, to hinder their jun&ion, 
they found means, notwithftanding, to join, 
and entirely defeated him, on the eleventh of 
April 1644. This good fuccefs tendered Sir 
Thomas matter ot the field in Yorkfhire, and 
nothing then hindered him from marching 
into Northumberland, as he had been ordered 
by the parliament, to join the Scots, which, 
were kept from advancing fouthward by the 
foperior forces of the marquis of Newcattle, 
quartered at Durham. But thatftroke having 
thrown York into the utmoli dittra&ion, the 
inhabitants fpeedily fent to the marquis to 
fatten back thither; by which (means a way 
was left open for tho Scots, who with cold 
and frequent alarms were reduced to great 
extremity. They joined the lord Fairfax at 
Wetherby, on the twentieth of April, and 
marching on to York, laid ficge to that city, 
ty herein the marquis of Newcattle had (hut 
himfelf upt being clofely purfued, on the way 
thither, by Sir Thomas, and major-general 
Lefley. And when prince Rupert was ad- 
vancing out of Lancafhire to the relief of that 
place, they marched with fix thoufand horfe 
and dragoons, and five thoufand foot, to flop 
his progrefs : but he eluding their vigilance, 
and fetching a compafs about with his army, 
which confided of above t wen ty-thoufand men, 

got 
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go t into York. Whereupon the parliamenta- 
rians raifed the feige, and retired to Heliey- 
moor. The Englifh were for fighting, and 
the Scots for retreating ; which lalt opinion 
prevailing, they both marched away to Tad- 
c.Hlcr, there being great differences and jea- 
Joufics between the two nations. But the ralh 
and haughty prince, in (lead of harraffing and 
w ear) ing them out by prudent delays, refolved, 
without tonfulting the marquis of Newcaille 
or any of his officers, to engage them, on 
Marfton-moor, eight miles from York, on the 
ft cond of July ; where that bloody battle was 
fought, which entirely ruined the king’s af- 
fairs in the north. In this battle Sir Thomas 
Fairfax commanded the right wing of the 
horfe. • 

The prince, after his defeat, retiring to~ 
wards Lancafhire, and the marquis, in difeon- 
tent, failing away to Hamburgh, the three 
parliament generals came and fat down again 
before York, which furrendered the fifteenth 
of July: and the north was now wholly re- 
duced by the parliament’s forces, except fome 
garrifons. In September following. Sir Tho- 
mas /a? lent to take HelmefieV- cattle, where 
he received a dangerous lhot in one of hie 
fhoulders, and was brought back to York, all 
being doubtful of his recovery for fome time. 
Some time after, he was near being killed by 
a cannon-fhot before Pomfiet-caftlc. Hither- 
to he had acquitted himfelf with undaunted 
bravery, and with great and deferred applaufc 

ti ont 
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from his party. Had he flopped here, or at* 
fuch times, at lead, as the king's conceflions 
were in reafon and equity a juft ground for 
peace (much more than once) he might have 
been honourably ranked among the reft of 
thofe patriots, who took up arms only for the 
redrefs of grievances. But his boundlefs am- 
bition, and his great defire to rule, made hi in 
weakly engage, with the utmoft zeal, in the 
worlt and molt exceptionable parts of our 
unhappy civil wars. For, when the parlia- 
mentarians thought fit to new-model their ar- 
my, and to lay afide the honeft, but unfuccefs- 
ful, Robert Deveieux earl of Eflex; they 
unanimoufly voted Sir Thomas Fairfax to be 
their general in his room : and he being cafy, 
and forward to undertake or execute any thing 
he was put upon, was the more feadily chofcn 
by the two then prevailing parties of prefby terian i 
and independants. To him Oliver Cromwell 
was joined with the title of lieutenant-general, 
but with intention of being his governor; 
and he was indeed the fpring of all his fhccecd- 
ing motions. Sir Thomas being thus voted 
commander in chief of the parliament's army, 
on the twenty-firfl of January 1644-5, receiv- 
ed orders from the parliament, fpeedily to come 
up from the North to London. Accordingly 
he repaired privately thither, February the 
eighteenth, and, the next day, wa* brought by 
four of the members into the houfe of com- 
mons, where he was highly complimented by 
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the fpeaker, and received his commiiCon of 
general. 

The fifteenth of the lame month, an ordi- 
nance was made, for railing and maintaining 
of forces under his command ; it having been 
voted, a few days, that he fhould nominate all 
the commanders in his army, to be taken out 
of any of the other armies, with the approba- 
tion of both houfes. 

March the twenty* fifth, the parliament or- 
dered him one thoufand five hundred pounds. 
The third of April, he went from London to 
Windfor, where he had appointed the general 
rendezvous, and continued there till the laft 
day of that month, new-framing and modelling 
the army : or rather Cromwell doing it in his 
name. Fo*, as Mr. Rapin well obferves, 
Cromwell hifcl fuch an influence over him, 
that he made him do whatever he pleafed. 
April the fixteenth, he was appointed by both 
houfes governor of Hull. In the mean time, 
Taunton, in Somerfetlhire, one of the parlia- 
ment’s garrilons, being clofely befiegedby the 
royalifts. Sir Thomas Fairfax received orders 
to haften to its relief, with eight thoufand 
horfc and foot. Hcf began his iharch May the 
firft, and by the feventh had reached Bland- 
ford in Dorfetlhire : but the king; taking tho 
field from Oxford, with flrong reinforcements 
brought by the princes Rupert and Maurice; 
Sir Thomas was ordered by the parliament to 
iend three thoufand foot and fifteen hundred 
horfe to relieve Taunton, and himfelf to re- 
turn 
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turn with the reft of his forces to join Oliver 
Cromwell and major-general Biown, and at- 
tend the king’s motions. The fourteenth of 
May he was come back as far as Newbury ; 
where having refted three nights, he went and 
forced Dennington-callle, and took a few pri- 
foners. Thence he proceeded to lay liege to 
Oxford, as he was^direcied by the committee 
of both kingdoms, and fat down before it the 
twcnty-fccond. But before he had made any 
progrefs in this liege, he icceived orders to 
draw nearer the king, who had taken Leicefter 
by ftorna, May the thiity-firft, and was threat- 
ning the eailern aflbeiated counties. Sir Tho- 
mas, theiefore, rifing fiom before Oxford, 
June the iifch, arrived the fame day at March- 
Gibbon in Buckinghamlhirc *, on the eleventh 
he was at Wooton, and the nej:t day at Gilf- 
borough in Norihamptonlhire : where he kept 
his head-quarters till the fourteenth, wheu he 
engaged the king’s forces at the fatal and de- 
cisive battle of Nafeby, and obtained a com- 
pleat victory. The king, after that, retiring 
into Wales, Sir Thomas went and laid fiege on 
the fixteenth to Leicefter, which furrendered 
on the eighteenth. He proceeded, on the 
twenty- fecond, to Warwick, and thence (with 
a difpofition either to go Qver the Severn to- 
wards the king, or to move weftward as he 
fhould be ordered) he marched on through 
Gloucefterlhire towards Marlborough, where 
he arrived on the twenty-eighth. And here he 
received orders from the parliament, to haften 

to 
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to the relief of Taunton, which was befiged 
again by the royalifts ; letters being fent at 
the fame time into the aflociated counties, 
for recruits, and the arrears of pay for his 
army. But July the fecond, upon his coming 
toBlandford, he was informed that the lord 
Goring had drawn off his horfe from before 
Tounton, and left his foot in the paffages to 
block up that place, marching himfelf with the 
horfe towards Langport. Sir Thomas Fairfax 
therefore advancing againff him, defeated him 
there on the tenth of July; and, the next day, 
went and fummoned Bridgewater, which was 
taken by ftorm on the twenty-fccand. He 
became alfo mailer of Bath on the thirtieth of 
the fame month ; and then laid clofe fiege 
to Sherborne-caftc, which was likewife taken 
by ftorm, Auguft the fifteenth. And having 
befiged the rich and famous city of Briftol 
from the twenty-fecond of Auguft to the tenth 
of September, it was furrendered to him by 
prince Rupert; at which the king was fo ex- 
ceffively angry, that he ordered the prince to 
go and feek his fubfiftence fomewhere beyond 
lea. 

Aker this labourious expedition, the gene* 
?al refted fome days at Bath, having fent out 
parties to reduce the caftles of the Devizes and 
Berkley, and other garrifons between the Weft 
and London ; and on the twenty- third moved 
from Bath to the Devizes, and thence to War- 
minfteron the twenty- feventh, where he flayed 
till Odtober the eighth, when he went to 

Lyme 
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Lyme in Dorfetfhirc. From this place he 
came to Tiveiton, of which he became maf- 
tcron the nineteenth ; and then, as he could 
not undertake a formal iiege in the winter- 
feafon, he blocked up the llrong city of Exeter, 
which did not furrendcr till the thirteenth of 
April following : in the mean time, he took 
Dartmouth by ilorm, January the eighteenth 
1645*6; and fevcral forts and garnibns at 
different times. February the iixteenth, he 
defeated the lord 1 fopton rear Torrington. 
This nobleman retreating with his broken forces 
into Cornwall, Sir 'I hornas lollowcd him. in 
purfuit of whom he came to Launcefton on 
the twenty-eighth of February; and to Bodmin 
on the fecond of March. 

On the fouith. Mount Edgecombe was fur- 
rendered to him, and kowey about the ft me 
time. 

At laft, the parliament army approaching 
Truro, where lord Hopton had his a cad -quar- 
ters ; and he being fo hemmed ; n as 10 remain 
without poflibdity of efcaping ; Sir Thomas, 
on the fifteenth of March, font and offered 
him honourable terms, if j e would capitulate. 
After fome delav. and d- faculties, the i; rd 
Hopton accepted of them ; ..-id a treaty was 
figned by commhdoners on bodi fidts, March 
the fourteenth ; in purfuar.ee of which, the 
royal ills, confuting of a In vc five ihouftmd 
horfe, were di (banded ; ..nd took an oaili ne- 
ver to bear arms again ll the parliament. But 
before the treaty was figned, the lord Hopton 
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and Arthur lord Capel, retired to Scilly, from 
whence they palled into - Jerfey, April the 
fsventeenth, with Charles, prince of Wales, 
Sir Edward Hyde, and other perfons of dis- 
tinction. Thus the king’s army in the Well 
being intirely difpeifed, by the vigilance and 
wonderful foceefs of general Fairfax; he re- 
turned, March the tinrty-firil, to the feige of 
Exeter, which furrciidered to him upon arti- 
cles the thirteenth of April, as i have already 
obferved : and wi.h the taking of this city 
ended our genera!’.* wdtern expedition* 

Having entirely fubdued thofe parts, which 
were the greateil ibength and almoft the only 
refuge of the roy alills, lie marched, with won- 
derful fpced, towards Oxford, the molt con- 
fide] able gsjrifon remaining in the king’s 
hands. Setting out therefore from Exeter, 
April tire eighteenth, he came on the fuft of 
May, with his arm\ lx lore that c'uy, and be- 
g:.n to lay fug j to it- j he king, ho was 
thcie, afraid of being cnclokd, . privately, afid 
indifguife, departed from thence on the twea- 
ty-feventhof April; and. May the fourth, put 
kirufelfinto the hands of the treacherous Scots. 
Oxford fjrrcndered upon articles, June the 
twenty fourth, as did Wallingford July the 
twenty- fceond. After the reduction of rhefe 
places. Sir Thomas went and befleged Rag- 
land cattle in Moumouthlkire, the property 
of Henry Somerfet, marquis of Worce&cr, 
which yielded Augufl the r.inctsenth. And 
thus, before Michaelmas *6i/3, the unhappy 
Vol. VI. F king 
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king had neither army nor fortrefs left ill 
England. 

The next employment required of the ge- 
neral was, to difband major general Mafley’s bri- 
gade, which he did at the Devizes About 
that time he was feized with a violent fit of 
the (tone, under which he laboured many 
days. As foon as he \va i > recovered, he took 
a journey to London ; where he arrived No- 
vember the twelfth, being met fome miles off 
by great crouds of people, and the city mi- 
litia. The next day, both houfes of parlia- 
ment agreed to congratulate his coming to 
town, and to give him thanks for his faith- 
ful fcrviccs and wife condudl : which they did 
the day following. 

Hardly had he time to r eft, when he was 
called upon to convoy the twq hundred thou- 
fand pounds that had been granted to the 
Scottifh army, the price of their delivering up, 
or betraying, their fovereign, king Charles. 
For that purpofe he fet out from London, 
December the eighteenth, with a fufficient 
force, carrying at the fame time fifty thoufand 
pounds for hi» own army. 

The king being delivered by the Scots to 
the parliament’s commiflioners, at Newcaftle, 
January the thirtieth 1646-7, Sir Thomas 
went and met him, February the fifteenth, be- 
yond Nottingham, in his way to Holmby ; 
and his majeSy flopping his horfe. Sir Tho- 
tnas alighted, and kitted his hand, and after- 
wards mounted, and difeourfed with him as 

they 
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they rode along. The firft of March follow- 
ing, after long debate in parliament, he was 
voted general of the forces that vveie to be 
continued. He came to Cambridge the twelfth 
of the fame month, where he was highly ca- 
refled and complimented, and created mailer of 
aits. 

Hitherto the crafty and ambitious Oliver 
Ci om well had permitted him to enjoy in all 
re fpefts the fupreme command, at lead to out- 
ward appearance. And, under his conduft, 
the army’s rapid fuccefs, after their new mo- 
del, had much furprifed the expc&ation of 
the moil fanguine of their mailers, the pailia- 
ment. The queftion now was, to difband tho 
majority of them after their work was done, 
and to employ a part of the reft in the reduc- 
tion of Ireland. Hut either of the two ap- 
peared to all of them intolerable. For many 
having, from the dregs of the people, rifen 
to the higheft commands, and by plundering 
and violence amafling daily great treafures, 
they could not bear the thoughts of loJing 
fuch great advantages. To maintain them- 
felves therefore in the pofleflion of them, 
Cromwell and his Ton-in-law Ireton, as good 
a contriver as himfelf, but a much better 
writer and fpeaker, devife how to raife a mu- 
tiny, in the army, againft the parliament. 
To this end they fpread a whifper among the 
foldiery, “ That the parliament, now they 
had the king, intended to difband them ; to 
cheat them of their arrears ; and to fend them 
F z * into 
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intp Ireland, to be d ell roved by the Irifh/** 
The at my, enrageu at this wcie tauglu by 
J retort to eredl a council among themfelvcs, 
of two foldiers out of every troop and every 
company, to con full for the good of the ar- 
my, and to affift at the council of war, and 
advife for the peace and fafety of the kingdom. 
Thefc were called adjutatois, or agitator, 
and wholly under Cromwell’s influence and 
direction ; the moll adivc of them being his 
avowed creatures. Sir Thomas faxv with ua- 
eafinefshis power on the army ufurped bythefe 
agitators, the forerunners of confulion and 
anarchy, whale -defign (as lie obferve;.) was 
to raife their own fortunes upon the public 
ruin ; and that made him rcfolvc to lay dovyn 
his com mi {lion. But he was ovei-pcrfuaded 
by the heads of the independent faflion to 
hold it, till they had accompliflied their def- 
perate projects, of rendering themfelvcs mat- 
ters not only of the parliament, but of the 
whole kingdom. For, he joined in the feveral 
petitions, and proceedings of the army, that 
tended to deftroy the parliament’s power. 
About the beginning of June, he advanced 
t owards London, to awe the parliament, though 
both houfes defired his army might not corne 
within fifteen miles of the fame; June the 
fifteenth, he was a party in the charge againll 
eleven of the members of the houfc of com- 
xnbns ; in Augult, he efpoufed die fpeakers of 
both houfes, and the fixty-fix members that 
had hed to the army, and betrayed the pii- 
* J viicges 
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vilegcs of pa lament : *ird entering i n Ion, 
Augull the fixth, icftos 1 them in a" ■ id of 
triumph. For v- hie h \u received the* ■ n nl:s 
of both houfes, and w.i ;.opoint-.J co ii; lhle 
of the Tc"\er. Lie vj‘. tv» \\ A y con iuned 
h) the vie! rt /camnv.l of the king i orn 
Holmby, cor.et Joyce, on the third of 
Jir e; and waited with e u t refpect upon his 
m jefty at Sii John Cult’s h >ufe near C.m- 
b.-jJge. 8e*ng )r;iircd on the fifteenth o* the 
fame month, by the pari lament, to deliver up 
the perfenof the king to fuch p.crfons as both 
houfes (hould appob t ; that he rrfg 1 t be 
brought to Richmond, where proportions 
were to be presented to him, for a fa*e and 
well grounded peace: infie^u of complying 
(though h£ Arcmed to do fo) he carried his 
majeih from £lacc to place, according to the 
fevera! motion j of the army. And yet he 
outwardly ex prefled upon moll occulions, a 
due refpeft for him ; fo that his ambiguous 
conduil was owing to the fear he had, lelfc 
the parliament Ihould become matter* of the 
king’s pcrP'n. Thus, not having the will or 
refmution to o^ofe what he had not power 
enough to prevent, he religncd himfelf entire- 
ty Crcinweil ; and though he wifhed nothing 
th.n Cronu'dl did, yet he contributed to 
b^ing it all to pafs. It was this undoubtedly 
that made him concur, January the ninth 
1647-8, in that cruel declaration of the army, 
wherein they adhered to the common’s votes, 
of “ No farther addrefs or application to the 
F 3 king; 
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king ; and refolved to Hand by the parlia-* 
spent, in what ftiould be farther necefiary for 
fettling # and fecuring the parliament and 
kingdom, without the king and againft 
him.*’ 

His father dying at York, March the thir- 
teenth, he became pofttfled of his title and 
ellatc ; and was appoirted keeper of Ponte- 
fradl-callJe, Cuftu» Rotolorum of Yoikfhirc, 
&c. in his room. Buthisfatlu 's death made 
no nitration in his comi .cl, he remaining the 
fame fcivile and deluded tool to Crojm.cU’s 
ambition. For he not only r ei.t ex'r' jrain^iy 
iupplics, and took all pair.:, irna' liable for 
rcuuvirg colonel Foyer in Wales; bur alfo 
quelled, with the utmoft zuai ard im.uftry, 
an mlaircAiou of apj '.eiiticeh anew others in 
I.Oi. den, April the ninth, who had declared 
for God and king Charles. The firlt of the 
fame month, lie removed his head-quarters 
to St. Edmund's- bury ; and upon the royalifts 
fe:z ing Berwick and Uarliile ; and the ap- 
prehenfion of the Scots entering England, he 
was defired. May the ninth, by the parliament, 
to advance in perfoninto the Nmth, to reduce 
thole places, and to prevent any danger from 
the threatened invafion. Accordingly he be- 
gan to march that way, the twentieth. But he 
was foon recalled, to quell an infurreftion in 
lVent, headed by George Goiing earl of Nor- 
wich, and Sir William Waller. Advancing 
therefore againft them from London, in the 
latter end of May, he defeated a conflderable 

party 
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party of them at Maidflone. June the fecond, 
with his ufual v a]our. But the earl, and about 
five hundred °f the royal ft s, getting over the 
Thames ac Greenwich into EfTex, June the 
thiid, they were joined by feveral parties 
brought by Sir Charles Lucas, and Arthur 
lord Capel, which made up their numbers 
about four thoufand ; and went and fhut them- 
felves up in Colchelicr on the twelfth of June. 
The lord Eairfax, informed of their motions, 
pafTed over with his forces at Gravefcnd, with 
lo much expedition, that he arrived before 
Colcheitar June the thirteenth, immediately 
he fummoned the royalifts to furrender; which, 
they rvfufing, he attacks them the fame after- 
noon with the utmoii fury. But being repul- 
fed, he rdblved, June the fourteenth, to block 
up the plaof, in order to ftarve the royaliita * 
fimt up therein into a compliance. Thefe 
endured a fevere and tedious liege of eleven 
weeks, not furrendcring till Auguit the twen- 
ty eighth ; and feeding for about five weeks 
chiefly upon horfe*(le(h; all their cndeavouis 
for obtaining peace, on honourable terms, 
bein^ ineffectual. This affair is the mod ex- 
ceptionable part in the lord Fairfax’s conduct. 
For, he granted woife terms to that poor 
town, than to any other in the whole courfe 
of the war ; he endeavoured to deftroy it as 
much at> poflible; belaid an exorbitant fine, 
or ranfom, of twelve thoufond pounds, upon 
the inhabitants, to excufe them from being 
plundered j and he vented bis fury and revenge 

¥ 4 ugptt 
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upon Sir Chailes Lucas and Sir George 
Lille, who had behaved in the bell and moft 
inoficniivc manner during the liege, fpaiing 
that buffoon, the earl of Norwich, whole be- 
haviour had been quue different ; fo that hi i 
name and mernoiy there cmgl-t to be for ever 
de tell able. 

After his mighty exploits ngrinft a poor and 
unfoitifird town, he took a kind of triumphant 
progrefs to Tpfwich, Yarmouth, Norwich, St. 
Edmund (bury, Harwich, Mcrfcy, and Mai- 
don. About the beginning of December, he 
came again to London, to awe tint city and 
the parliament, and to fbrw.ud the proceed- 
ings agai .ft the king ; quartering hirnfelf in 
the loyal palace of Whitehall : and, by fpe- 
cial order from him and the conrfcil of the 
army, it was, that feveral nuihbers of the 
houfe of commons were fecluded and impri- 
fbned on the ffxth and levcnth of that month ; 
he being, as one exprellos it, lulled in a kind 
of llupidity. He was toremoft in the Jill of 
the king’s judges, but refufed to aft, probably 
by his lady’s perfualion. 

On the fouitecnth of February, 1648-9, 
he was voted to be one of the new council of 
ftate ; but, on the nineteenth, he refufed to 
fiibfcribc the Teft, appointed, by parliament, 
lor approving all that was done concerning the 
king and kinglhip. On the thirty-firll of 
March, he was voted general of all the forces 
in England and Frelancl, more to his honour 
than intrinlic power. 

In, 
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In May, he marched againft the Levellers, 
tv ho were grown very numerous, and began 
to be troubiefome and formidable in Oxford- 
Aiire, and utterly routed them at fturford. 
Theftee, on the twenty-fecond of the fame 
month, he iepaired to Oxford with Oliver 
Cromwell, and other officers, where he was 
highly leaded, and created doctor of laws, 

Next, upon the xpprelienfun of the like 
filings in other places, he went and viewed the 
eaftks and foti flections in the I He of Wight, 
and at Southampton, and Portfinouth ; and 
m?.ir Guilft rd had si rendezvous of the army, 
which lie exhorted to obedience. On the 
fouith of jure, he wes 1 Willed, with other of- 
ficers, &c. bv the ci:y of Loniou, and pre- 
lected with a large and weighty baton and 
ewer of beaten gold. 

in June, >650, upon the Scots declaring 
for king Charles JL the jun&o of the council 
of iUte saving taken a refolution to be before 
hard, a- d not to flay to Ik: invaded from Scot-*- 
land, bi.: to car^y firil the war into that king- 
dom ; general F lirfax, being cnnfultcd. feeraed 
to apprwe of the design : but afterwards, by 
the pufu-flen of his lady, and of the prdby- 
teiun m niilers, he declared himfjf unfatif- 
Ctd ; kh t there was a jufl ground for the par- 
1ia.ttt.nt of ru gland to fend their arniy to in- 
vade Scotland ; und rtfolvcd to lay down his 
con. milium rather tlian engage in fchat affair, 
Whcimipon, on the twenty- lixth, the ordi- 
ftauacv whereby he was appointed conwnawk^ 
F 5 i» 
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in chief of all the forces of the parliament* 
being repealed, that high trull was immedi- 
ately committed to Oliver C'Tomwell ; who^i 
was glad to fee him removed, as being no 
longer neceflary, but rather an obflacle to his 
farther ambitious defigns. 

For a kind of compenfation, the parliament 
fettled an annual revenue of five thoufand 
pounds upon his lordihip. 

Being thus releafed from all public employ- 
ment, he went and lived quietly at his own 
houfe in Nun-Appleton, in Yorkihire ; al- 
ways earneftly wifhing and praying, as we arc 
allured, for the reftitution of the royal family; 
and fully rcfolved to lay hold of the firft good 
opportunity to contribute his part towards it ; 
which made him always looked upon with a 
jea>us eye by the ufuipers of that •ume. As 
fbop as he was invited by general ‘Monk to af- 
fift . im againft Lambert’s army, he chearfully 
emoraced the occafion, and appeared, on the 
third of December, i 6 cg, at the head of a 
body of gentlemen of Yorkfliire; and, upon 
the reputation and authority of his name, the 
Irilh brigade, of one thoufand two hundred 
horfe, forfook Lambert's army, and joined 
him- 

The confequence was, the immediate break- 
ing of all Lambert’s forces ; which gave ge- 
neral Monk an cafy march into England. On 
the firft of January, 165960, his lord (hip 
made himfelf mailer of York ; and, on the fe- 
cond of the fame month, was chofen by the 

rump 
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romp parliament one of the council of ftate, 
as he was again on the twenty-third of Febru- 
ary enfuing. On the twenty-ninth of March 
he was defied one of the knights for the 
county of York, in the healing parliament ; 
and was at the head of the committee ap- 
pointed, on the third of Mtfy, by the houfe of 
commons, to go and attend king Charles II. 
at the Hague ; to defire him to make a fpeedy 
return to his parliament, and to the exercife of 
his kingly office. 

On Ac fixteenth of May he waited upon his 
majefty with the reft, and attoned, in fome 
meafure, for all paft offences, by readily con- 
curring and affifting in his refloration. After 
thediffolution of the fhort healing parliament, 
he returned again to his feat in the country ; 
where hfc lived in a private manner till his 
death, which happened on the twelfth of 
November, 1671, in the fixtieth year of his % 
age. 

Several letters, remonftrances, and other 
papers, fubferibed with his ‘name, are pre- 
ferved in Rirfh worth, and other collections, 
being publifhed during the time he was gene* 
ral ; but he difowns moil of them. After his 
deceafe, Some Short Memorials, written by 
Himfelf, were publifhed; which do him no 
great honour. 

The lord Fairfax, as to his perfbn, was 
tall, but not above the juft proportion; and 
of a gloomy and melancholy difpofition. He 
F 6 flam- 
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Hammered a little, ami was a bad orator iff' 
the mod plaufible occafion. 

As to the qualities of his mind, he was re- 
ligious in the way he profeffed, which was 
prelbyterianifrn ; of a good natural difpofition; 
a great lover of learning, having contributed 
to the edition of the Polyglots and other 
'large works ; and a particular admirer of the 
hiftory and antiquities of Great Britain ; wit* 
nefs the encouragement he gave to Mr. 
Dodfworth. He was of a meek and humble 
carriage, and but of few words in difeourie 
and council; yet, when his judgment and 
reafon were fausfied, he was* unalterable ; and 
often ordered things exprelly contrary to the 
judgment of all his council* 

His valour was unqucfiionable. He was 
daring, and no ftlf-feeker ; and, imaftion in 
the field, he appealed fo highly «tranfported* 
that fcarce any one durfl fpea« a word to him* 
and he would feexnjikc a man diftrafted and 
furious; * 

His being outwitted by Cromwell, in fuf- 
fering himftlf to. become the tool and property 
of that wicked and ambitious man, was his 
blemift. Happy 'would it have been 
JK' the nation* happy for himfelf* if he had 
WSwd foonw. 


T.HE. 
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The LIFE op 


John Milton- 


J OHN MlkTtfN was descended of an 
aatienj of that name, at Milton# 

near Oxwdfhire. He was the 

ftm of'Jbnn Milton, a haoney-fcriirener, and 
born on the ninth of December, 1608. The 
family fiora which h<j (jedended had been 
long feared there, aa *fW«*rs by the monu- 
ments ftiil to be feeo jn $e chur«-h of Milton* 
till one of them, Jiavmg taken the unfortunate 
fide in the contfff* feWcn the houfes of 

g2S«9as 

Jofcn Milton; 
the fbreft of 
fitfdfbtre : tot 

4* hi onoot upoj his fad$y. 

ceives from him moregjoiy, npyn/ 

decent of ytmjm gif* ' 

Miktm mi b« edttftted 
tic tutor* and jfMswife.at % 
under Mr. Alexander Gill*’ where he made, 
by,hi» indefatigable application, an extraor- 
dinary 
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dinary progrefs in learning. From his twelfth 
year he generally fat up all night at his ftu- 
die6, which, accompanied with frequent hcad- 
achs, proved very prejudicial to his eyes. In 
the year 1625 he was entered into Chrift’s 
College in Cambridge, under the tuition of 
Mr.-William Chappel, afterwards bilhop of 
Rofs in Ireland, and even before that time, 
had diftinguifhed himfelf by feveral Latin and 
English poems. 

After he had taken the dcgr.ee of mailer 
of arts, in 1632, he left the univerfitv, and 
for the fpace of five years lived with his pa- 
rents at their houfe at Horton, near Col brook 
in Buckingham (hire, where his father having 
acquired a competent fortune, thought proper 
to retire, and fpend the remainder of his 
days. # 

In the year 1634 he wrote Iris mafqueof 
Comus, performed at Ludlow-caflle, before 
John earl of Bridgewater, then president of 
Wales: it appears from the edition of this 
mafque, published by Mr. Henry Lawes, that 
the principal performers were, the lord Barclay, 
Mr . Thomas Egerton, the lady Alice Eger ton and 
Mr. Lawes himfelf, who represented an atten- 
dant fpirit. In 1637 our author published bis 
Lycidas; in this poem he laments the death of 
his friend Mr. Edward King, who was drowned 
in his pafTage from Chefter, on the Jrith fe as, 
in 1637 ; it was printed the year following at 
Cambridge, in quarto, in a cotlettion of La- 
tin and English poems upon Mr. King’s 

death. 
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death, with whom he had con traded the 
llrongeft friendfhip. The Latin epitaph in- 
forms us, that Mr. King, was ion of Sir 
John King, fecr^ary for Ireland to qaeen 
Elizabeth, James 1 . and Charles I. and that 
he was fellow in C hri IV s College, Cambridge, 
and was drowned in the twenty-fifth year of 
his age. 

Upon the death of his mother, Milton ob- 
tained leave of his father to travel, and having 
waited upon Sir Henry Wotton, formerly am- 
baflador at Venice, and then provoft of Eaton- 
college, to whom he communicated his de- 
fign ; that gentleman wrote a letter to him, 
dated from the college, April 18, 1638, and 
printed among the Reliquia Wottonians, and 
in Dr: Newton’s life of Milton. Immediate- 
ly after thfc receipt of this letter our author fet 
out for Fradce, accompanied only with one 
man who attended him through ail hh 
travels. 

At Paris Milton was introduced to the fa- 
mous Hugo Grotius, and thence \yent 1 6 
Florence, Siena, Rome, and Naples, in all 
which places he was entertained with the Ut- 
noil civility, by perfons of the firft dfftinc- 
tion. 

When our author was at Naples he was in- 
troduced to the acquaintance of Giovanni 
Baptifta Manfo, Marquis of Villa, a Neapoli- 
tan nobleman, celebrated for his tafte in the 
liberal arts, to whom Taflo add reties his Dia- 
louge on Friendship, and whom he Bkewife 
f mentions 
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mentions in his Gierufarlemme liberata, wits' 
great honour. This nobleman fhevved ex- 
traordinary civilities to Milton, frequently vi- 
fitcd him 'at his lodgings, and accompanied 
him when he went to fee the feveral curioft- 
ties of the city. He was not content with- 
giving our author thefe exterior marks c f ref- 
pc£t only, but lie honoured him with a Latin 
dHlich in his praile, which is pointed before 
Milton’s Latin poems. Milton, no doubr r 
was highly pleaied with fuch extreme conde- 
feenfon and eftcem from a perfon of the mar- 
quis of Villa’s quality ; and as an evidence of 
his g’ktitude, he piefcnted the marquis, at 
his ibpartuie from Naples, his cdogue, en- 
titled Manfus; which, fays Dr. Newton, is 
well worth reading among his Latin poems ; 
fo that it may be reckoned a peculiar felicity 
in the marquis of \ ilia’s life to Lave been ct- 
k*b rated both by Taflo and Milton,, the great- 
eft poets of their nation. 

Having fecn the findl parts of Italy, and 
converfed w'ith men of the fitft diiiindion, 
be was preparing to pais over in o Sicily and 
Greece, when the news from England, that a. 
civil war was like to lay his country in blood, 
diverted his puipo.'e \ for as by his education 
and principles he was attached to the parlia- 
mentary interefl,and thought it a mar;: ofabjech 
cowardice, for a lover of his country to take his 
pleafuie abroad, while the friend* of liberty 
were contending at home for the rights of hu- 
man, nature. He rcfolvcd therefore, to return 
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by the way of Rome, though he was difliiaded 
from pnrfuing that refolution, by the mer- 
chants, who were informed by their correspon- 
dents, that the Errglifh jefuits there were form- 
ing plots again ft his life, in cafe he Ihould re- 
turn thither, on account of the great freedom 
with which he had treated their religion, and 
the boldnefs he difeovered in demooftrating 
the abfurdity of the popifti tenets. But, Hed- 
faft in his resolutions, he went to Rome the 
Second time, and ftayed there two month* 
more, neither concealing his name, nor de- 
clining any deputations to which his antago- 
nilts in religious opinions invited him ; he 
efcaped the fecrec machinations of the jefuits, 
and came fafe to Florence, where he was re- 
ceived by Itis friends with as ranch tendernef* 
as if he had returned to h.s own country. 
Here he remained two months, as he had 
donein his former vifif, ex^’ptingonly an ex- 
curfion of a few days to Lucca, and then 
crofting the Appenine, and piling through* 
Bologne, and Ferrara, he arrived at Venice** 
in which city he fpent a month ; and having 
fhipped off the books he had collected in his' 
traveis, he took his courfe through Verona, 
Milan, and along the lake Leman to Geneva, 
in this city he continued fome time, meeting 
there with people of his own principles, and' 
contracted an intimate friend flap with Giovan- 
ni Deodati, the moft learned profcftibr of di- 
idnity, whole Annotations on the Bible are* 
publiihed in Englilh; and from thence re, 

tumingr 
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turning to France the fame way he had gone- 
before, he arrived fafe in England, after an 
abicnce of fifteen months, in which Milton 
had feen much of the world, read the charac- 
ters of famous men, examined the policy of 
different countries, ‘and made more extenlivc 
improvements than travellers of an inferior 
genius, and lefs penetration, can be fuppofed 
to do in double the time. 

Soon after his return he took an handfome 
boufe in Alderfgate-ftreet, and undertook the 
education of his fitter's two'fons, upon a plan 
of his own. In this kind of fcholaftic 
fcktude he continued ibme time, but he was 
not fo much immerftvi in academical (Indies, 
as to ft and an indifferent fpe&ator of what 
was a&ed upon the public theatre of his coun- 
try. 

The nation was in great ferment in 1641, 
and the clamour againft epifcopacy running 
very high, Milton, who difeovered how much 
inferior in eloquence and learning the puritan 
teachers were to the bilhops, engaged 
warmly with the former in fupport of the 
common caufe, and exercifed all the power of 
which he was capable, in endeavouring 10 
Overthrow the prclatical eftabJiflimcnt, and 
accordingly published five tracts relating to 
church government ; they were all printed at 
London, in quarto. The firft was intltled. 
Reformation touching Church Discipline in 
England, and the Cattles that have hitherto 
hindered it: two books written to a friend. 
The fecond was of Practical Epifcopacy, and 

whether 
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whether it may be deduced from apoftolical 
times, by virtue of thofe teftimonies which are 
allcdged to that purpoic in fome late treatifes; 
one whereof goes under the name of James 
Ulhcr archbifhop of Armagh. The third 
was the Rcafon of Church Government urged 
againit the prelacy, by Mr. John Milton, in 
two books. The fourth was Animadversions 
upon the Remonilrant’s Defence again!! Sro.ec- 
tymnuus ; or, as the title-page is in fome co- 
pies, an Apology for Smectymnuus, with 
the Reafon of Church Government, by John 
Milton. 

In theycar 1643 Milton married the daugh- 
ter of Richard Powell, Efq^ of Forreft hill 
in Oxfordihire ; who, not long after, obtain- 
ing leave <*f her hufband to pay a vikt to. her 
father in th# country, but, upon repined 
meifages to her, refuting to return, Mikom 
feemed difpofed tc many another, and in 
1644 publifhed the doctrine and difcipline 
of divorce $ the judgment of Martin Bucer 
concerning divorce, and the year following 
his Tetrachordon and Colailerion. 

Mr. Philips obferves, and would have his 
readers believe, that the reafon of his wife's 
averiion to return to him, was the contrariety 
of their ftate-prkciples. Th$ lady being 
educated iu loyal notions, poffibly imagined, 
that if ever the regal power fhould tiourUb 
again, her being connected with a perfon fo 
obnoxious to the king, would hurt her father’s 
kterefl i this Mr. Philip’s alkdges, bat, wUh 

fubmiffion 
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fobmiflion to his authority, I diflent from hi* 
opinion. Had (he been afraid of marrying a 
man of Milton's piinciples, the rcafon was 
equally (bong before as after marriage, and* 
her father mull have feen it in that light. But 
from what caufe this averfion proceeded, 
fhe was at laft prevailed upon by her rela- 
tions, who could forefee the danger of a ma- 
trimonial quarrel, to make a fubmiftion, and 
ihe- was again received w ith tendernefs. 

About the yiar 164 * our author wrote a 
fmall piece in ore (hm quarto, under this title. 
Education, to Mr. Samuel rlartly ; rcpimtcd 
at the end of his poen .» or. ft veral otcafions ; 
and in the fame ye »r hS pubJ-ih>\j at London, 
in qaano, h s Arropagitica, o» a Speech of 
Mr. Jonn M ;i .ton or the liberty of 'u’ licenled 
printing, to the ,* ari lament ol England. In 
1645 his juvenile pocim wereprinfed at Lon- 
don, and about this time his zeal for the re- 
publican paity had fo far itcomrrended him, 
that a defign was formed of making him ad- 
jutant-general in Sir William Waller’s army ^ 
but the new- modelling the army proved an 
ebftru&ion to that advancement. Soon after 
the march of Fairfax and Cromwell with the 
Whole army through the cit), in order to 
fijpprefe the in furred ion which Brown and 
Ma ffty were endeavouring to raife there, 
againft the army’s proceedings, he left his 

f reat hotifc in Barbican, for a fmaller in High- 
lolborn, where he ptofecuted his ftudies til! 
after the king's tryal and death, when he 

pubiiflied 
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jpuWiftiedhis tenure of King’s and magiflrates. 
His obfervacions on the articles of peace, be- 
tween James earl of Ormond for king 
‘Charles 1 . on the one hand, and the Irilfi 
rebels and papills on the other hand ; and a 
letter lent by Ormond to colonel Jones gover- 
nor of Dublin ; and a reprefrntation of the 
Scotch prdbytry at Belfail in Ireland. He 
was now admitted in the fervice of the com- 
monwealth, and was made Latin fccretary to the 
council of (late, who rcfolved neither to write 
nor receive letters but in. the Latin tongue, 
whicli was common to all dates. Thus we 
have feen Milton railed to the dignity of La- 
tin Secretary. It is fomewhat itrangc, that in 
times of general confufion, when a man of 
parts has tfie faired opportunity to play off 
his abilities to^advant^ge, that Milton did not 
rife fooncr, nor to a greater elevation; he wa$ 
employed by thofe in authority only as a wri- 
ter, which conferred no power upon him, 
and kepi him in a kind of obfeurity, who had 
from nature all that was proper for the held as 
well as the cabinet ; for we are affured that 
Milton was a man of confirmed courage. la 
165: 1 ^ur author pubiilhed his Pro Populo An* 
glicano Defenfio, for which he was rewarded 
by the commonwealth, with a prefen t of a 
thoufand pounds, and had a confiderable 
hand in corredling and polishing a piece writ- 
ten by his nephew, Mr. John Philips, and 
printed at London 1692, under this title, 
joazuiis Philipyi Angli Refponfis ad Apologia 
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am Anonymi cujusdam Tenebrionis pro 
Kege Sc Populo Anglicano infantifiman. Du- 
ring the writing and publifhing of this work, 
Ke lodged at one Thompfon’s, next door to 
the Bull-head tavern at Charing-crofs ; but 
he foon removed to a Garden-houfc in Petty - 
France, next door to lord Scudamore’s, where 
he remained from the year 1652 till within a 
few weeks of the relloration. In this houfc, 
his firfl wife dying in child-bed in 1652, he 
married a fecond, Catherine, the daughter of 
captain Woodcock of Hackney, who died of 
a confumption in three months after fhe had 
been brought to bed of a daughter. This fe- 
cond marriage was about two or three years 
after he had been wholly deprived of his light; 
for by reafon of his continual ftud t ; cs, and the 
head-ach, to which he was fuhjeft from his 
youth, and his perpetual tampering with phy- 
tic, his eyes had been decayed for twelve 
years before. In 1654 he publilhed his De* 
fenfio Secunda, and the year following his 
Defentio pro Se. 

Being now at eafe from his Hate adverfa- 
ries, and political controverties, he had lei- 
fure again to profecute his own fludies, and 
private detigns, particularly his hiftory of 
Britain, and his new Thefaurus Lir.quze La- 
tin te, according to the method of Robert 
Stevens, the manufevipt of which contained 
three large volumes folio, and has been made 
ufe of by the editors of the Cambridge Dic- 
tionary, printed in quarto, 1693. In 1658 



JOHN MILTON. 119 

he publiflied Sir Walter Raleigh’s Cabinet 
Council ; and in 1659 a treatife of 
the civil power in ecclefiaftical courts, 
and Confiderations touching the likelieft 
means to remove hirelings out ' of the 
Church ; wherein are alfe difeourfes of tythes* 
church -fees, church- revenues, and whether 
any maintenance of minifters can be fettled 
in lavt , Lond. 1659, in twelves. 

Upon the diffolution of the parliament by 
the army, after Richard Cromwell had been 
obliged to rehgn the proteftorlhip, Milton wrote 
a letter, in which he laid down the model of 
a commonwealth ; not fuch as he judged the 
bell, but what might be the readied fettled at 
that time, to prevent the reftoration of king. 
Iy government and domeftic diforders till a 
more favoflrable feafon, and better difpolitions 
for erefting h perfeft democracy. He drew 
up likewife another piece to the fame purpofe, 
which feems to have been addrefled to general 
Monk ; and he publiflied in February 1659, 
his ready and eafy way to eftablifh a free com- 
monwealth. Soon after this he publiflied his 
Brief Notes upon a late Sermon, entitled. 
The Fear of God and the King* printed in 
quarto, Lond. 1660. 

Juft before the reftoration he was removed 
from his office of Latin fecretary, and con- 
ceded himfelf till the aft of oblivion was 
publiflied ; by the advice of his friends he ab- 
lconded' till the event of public affairs fhould 
direft him what courfe to take* for this pur- 
pofe 
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,pofc he retired to a friend’s houfc in Bartho- 
lomew-clofe, near Writ Smith field, till the 
general atnnafty was declared. 

The & 8 t of oblivion, fays Mr. Philips, 
proving as favourable to him, as could be 
hoped or expcflcd, thiough the intciceffion of 
iome who Hood his friends both in council 
and parliament, particularly in the houfe of 
commons, Mr. Andrew Marvell, member for 
Hull, and who has piefixcd a copy of verfes 
before his Paradife Loft, and vigorou/Iy in his 
behalf, and made aconfidcrable party for him, 
fo that together with John Goodwin of Cole- 
man-ftreet, he was only fo far.exceptcd as not 
to bear any office in the commonwealth. Mr. 
Richardfon, in his life of Milton, Remarks, 
by means of Sir William Davcna^t who ob- 
tained his remiffion, in return of»his own life, 
procured by Milton’s iritercff when himfelf 
was undorcondemnation. Anno 1650. A life 
was owing to Milton (DavcraniV) and it was 
paid nobly ; Milton’s for Davcnant’s, at 
Daven ant’s intercdlion. The management of 
the affair in the hojufe, whether by lignifying 
the king’s defire, or other wife, was, perhaps, 
by thofe gentlemen named. 

"Miltcn, being fecured by his pardon, ap- 
peared again in public, and removed to Jevv- 
in-Hreet, where he married his third wife, 
Elizabeth, tkcdaughteroJ Mi. Minlhul ofChe- 
fhire, recommended to him by his friend Dr. 
Paget, to whom he was related, but he had 
no childien by her: foon after the reftoration 
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he was offered the place of Latin fecretary, 
to the king, which, notwithflanding the im- 
portunities of his wile, he refufed : \vc* are in- 
formed, that when his wife prefTcd him ro 
comply with the times, and accept the king’s 
offer, he made anfwer, “ You are in the 
light, my dtas you, as other women, would 
ride in your coach ; for me, my aim is 
to live and die an honed man.” Soon after 
his marriage with his third wife, he removed 
to a houfe in the Artillery-walk, leading to 
Bunhill-fielcis, where he continued till his 
death, except during the plague, in 1665, 
when he retired with his family to St. Giles 
Chalfent Buckinghamfhire, at which time his 
Paradifc Loll was finifhed, though not pu- 
bli/hcd till T667. 

Mr. Richardfon has informed us, u That 
when Milton dictated, he ufed to fit leaning 
backwards obliquely in an cafy chair, with hts 
legs flung over the elbows of it ; that he fre- 
quently compofed lying a-bed in a morning* 
and that when he could not fleep, but Jay 
awake y.'hcle nights, he tried, but not one 
verfe could he make 4 at other times flowed 
cafy his unpremeditated verfe, with a certain 
Impetus, as himfelf ufed to believe ; then* 
at what hour foever, he Tung for his daughter 
to fecurc what came. I have been alfo told, 
he would didale many, perhaps forty lines in 
a breath, and then reduce them to half the 

number.” 

■Vol. VI. G 


I would 
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I would net omit, fay & Mr. Richard fon, 
the leaft circumftame, rhefe indeed are trifles, 
but even fuch contract a fort of greatnefs, 
when related to what is great. After the 
work was ready for the pref , it was near be- 
ing f u FP rt flfed by the ignorance, or malice of 
the licecfcr, who, among other trivial ob- 
jections, imagined there was treafon in that 
noble fimile, b. i. v. 594. 

, As when the fun new-rifen 

Looks through the horizontal mifty air, 

Shorn of his beams ; or from behind the moon. 
In dim eclipfe, difafbous twilight fheds 
On half the nations, and with fear of change 
Perplexes monarch*. 

The ignorance of this licen&r, in objecting 
to this noble fimile, has indeed perpetuated 
his name, but it is with no advantage; he, 
no doubt, imagined, that ** Perplexes mo* 
narchs,” was levelled again ft the reigning 
prince, which is, perhaps, the higheft fimile 
in our language ; how ridiculouuy will peo- 
ple talk who are blinded by prejudice, or heat- 
ed by party. But, to return : 

After Milton had finilhed this noble work 
of genius, which does honour to human na- 
be difpofed of it to a bookfeller, for the 
wall price of fifteen pounds ; under fuch pre- 
judice did be then labour, and the payment 
of the fifteen pounds was to depend upon the 

fide 
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Tale of two numerous impreffions. This en * 
gagement with his fcookfellcr proves him ex- 
tremely ignorant of that fort of bufinefs, for 
he might De well affured, that if two impref- 
fions iold, a great deal of money mud be re- 
turned , and how he could difpofe of it thus 
conditionally for fifteen pounds, appears 
ftrange ; but while it proves Milton's igno- 
rance, or inattention about his intereff in this 
affair, it, at the fame time, demon Urates the 
bookfcller’s honefty ; for he could not be ig- 
norant what money would be got by two nu- 
merous editions. 

After this great work was publifhed, how- 
ever, it lay feme time in obfeunvy*- and had 
the bookfeller advanced the fum ftipulated, 
he would havuhad reafon to repent of his bar- 
gain. • 

It was generally reported, that the late lord 
Somers firlt gave Paradife Loll a reputation ; 
but Mr. Richardfon obferves, that it was 
known and eiteemed long before there was 
fuch a man as lord Somers, as appeals bv a 
pompous edition of it, primed by fubferip- 
feription in 1 68 8 , where, amongjl the lilt of 
fubferibers, are the names of lord Dorfet, 
Waller, Dryden, Sir Robert Howard, Duke, 
Cieech, Flatman, Dr. Aldrick, Mr. Atterbu- 
ry. Sir Roger L’Eflrange, lord Somers, then 
ouly John Somers, Efq; Mr. Richardfon fur- 
ther informs us, that he was told by Sir George 
Hungerford, an ancient member of parlia- 
ment, that Sir John Denham came into the 
Cl 2 houfe 
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houfc one morning with a fhect of Paradiie 
Loft, wet from the prefs, in his hand, and 
•being alked what he was reading? he an- 
fwered, part of‘the nobleil poem that ever 
was written in any language, or in any age; 
however, it is certain chat the book was not 
known till about two } ears attei , when ti e earl 
of Dorfct recoin mended it, as appears by the 
following llory, related to Mr. Riehardfon, by 
Dr. Tancml Robinion, an eminent ^hyfician 
in London, who was informed by Sir Fleet- 
wood Shepherd, “ That the ear!, in compa- 
ny with that gentleman, looking over kune 
books in I.itt e Britain, met with Paradi'c 
Loft; and Leing uupnlcd with lome pafil.gcs 
In turning it over, bought it. The b'ookfciier 
(lefircd bis lordfhip to fpcak in its favour, 
fince he Hired it, . a the lmp^cflion lay on his 
hands as wafle paj cr. The carl having read 
the poem, lent it to Mr. Dryden, who, in a 
Ihort time, returned it, with this anfwcr : 
“ This mr.n cuts us all, and the ancients too.” 

Critic Its have differed as to the foarce from 
whkh our author chew the firft hint of writing 
Farad ife Loft ; Peck CQujcftures that it was 
‘from a celebrated Spanilh romance called Gu- 
ainan, and Dr. Zachary Pearce, now bifhop 
of Bangor, has allcdged, that he took the firft 
hint of n from an Italian tragedy, called, II 
Paradilo Perfo, ftill extant, and printed many 
years before he entered on his defign. 

Mr. Lauder, in his EfTay on Milton’s Life 
and Imitation of the Moderns, has insinuated, 

that 
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that Milton’s firft hint of Paradik Loft, was 
taken from a tragedy of the cclebiaied Caro- 
tins cabled Ademus E?:< ! , and that Milton 
ha ^ net thought it beneath him to tranfplant 
feme of that author’s beauties into his noble 
work, as well as feme other dower? culled 
from the gardens at inferior geniufes ; but 
bv an clefar.ce of art, and force of nature, 
peculiar to him, he has drawn the auimrat;on 
of the world upon patiuge*, which, in their 
original Authors, hood nrg leuted. and undii- 
tiriguifhal, If at any time he has adopted a 
Sentiment of a co‘.empora r y pr.c', it deierves 
mother na/rt than j for, as l J - . • h 

exp refles it in the cate nf Jjryckn, wji^ was 
cna-geJ writ plagiary, like ladies .cf 

quality who borrow beggars children, i: is on- 
ly to cloth then* the better, and we know no 
higher compliment could have been paid to 
thefe moderns, than that of Milton’s doing* 
them the honour to peruft them, for, like a 
prince's accepting a present fiom a frG' c? f 
liic gloi y is reflected on him who ofie; t the 
gift, ror on the monarch who accepts it. 

In the year 1670, our author fiiblifbed at 
London, in quarto, his bhftor^ of Btitain, 
that part elpecially, now called England, from 
the firft traditional beginning, continued to 
to the Norman conqueft, colleftcd out of the 
ancienteil and beft authors thereof. It is re-, 
printed in the fit ft Volume of 1 %. Thenet’s 
comp! eat Hiilnry of England. Mr. Tolancf, 
iii his Life of Milton, page 4.3, obferves, that 
G - w a 
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we have not this hi (lory as it came out of his 
hands, for the lfcenfers, thefe fworn officers 
to dcftroy learning, liberty, and good fenfe, 
expunged fevoal pafiages of ir, wherein he 
had exposed the fuperftition, pride, and cun- 
ning of the popifti monks in the Saxon times, 
but applied by the fagacious Jicenfers to 
Charles II. ’s biihops. In 1681, a confidera- 
ble paflage, which had been fuppreiled in the 
publication of this hiftory, was printed at 
London in ouarto, under this title : Mr. John 
Milton’s Charafter of the Long Parliament 
and Aflembly of Divines in 1651, omitted in 
his other V\o: and never befoie printed. 
It is reported, and bom the foregoing charac- 
ter it appears piob.ille, that Mr. Milton had 
lent molt of his j.erlbnd eft ate ppon the pu- 
blic faith, which when he fo/ne what earn vft- 
ly prefit d to have icftojcd, after long and 
chargeable attendance, met with very (harp 
rebukes ; upon which, at Iaft, d~ (pairing of 
any fuccefs in this affair, he was forced to re- 
turn from them poor and friendiefs, having 
fpent all his money, and wearied ail thofe who 
hadefpeufed his caufe, and he had not, pro- 
bably, mended his circum fiances in thofe days, 
but by performing fuels fcjvice for them, as 
afterwards be did, for which fcarce any thing 
would appear too great. 

In 1671 he published at London, in oftavo, 
Paradife Regained, a poem in four books, to 
which is added, Sampfon Agonifles ; ther^ 
is not a, ftronger proof of human weaknefs, 

"than 
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than- Mil ton’s preferring this poem of Para- 
dise Regained, to Paradife Loft, and it is a 
natural and juft observation, that the Mefliah 
in Paradifc Regained, with all his meelcnefs, 
uuaffe&cd dignity, and clear reafoning, makes 
nut fo great a figure, as when in the Paradifc 
I*ofthe appears cluathcd in the terrors of Al- 
mighty vengeance, wielding the thunder of 
heaven, and riding along the fky in the cha- 
riot of poAer, diawn, as Milton greatly ex- 
pires it, 44 With four Cherubic fliaprs ; when 
becomes dreft in awful majrfly, and hurb the 
H'oftate fpiiits headlong into the fiery gulf of 
Kutornlth pti cl it ion, tbcjc to dwell in acN- 
nuintine chains and p- iml fi r e, who du-ft o rt S- 
in-. .Omnipotent to aims. ' J>r. Newton )».- 
cii lien ted lr^in the general opinion, concern:' :> 
Paradife Reg^ned : “ Certainly* 0 fays he, 
“ it is very worthy of the author, and contrary 
to what Mr. Toland Relates. Milron ina\ b* 
fi.er. ; n faradife Regained, as well in Paradife 
Loft ; if it is inferior in poetry, 1 know not 
whether it is inferior in femiment ; if it is lei 
deferiptive, it is more argumentative; ii it 
does not lometimes rife fo high, neither doe.-, 
it • vt , fink below ; and it has Tot met witii 
the approbation itdeferves, only becauie it has 
not been more read and confidered. His fiibjeft 
indeeu is confined, and he has a narrow founda- 
tion to build upon, bat he has raifed as noble a 
fuperftru&ureasfuch little room, 3hd fuchfcanty 
materials would allow. The great beauty of it 
is the contrail between the two characters of the 
" G 4 tempter 
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tempter and our Saviou; ; the attful tophi dry, 
mid fpccious inJiiuutnm:, of the one, refuted 
o/ the ilrong fenfc, and manly eloquence of 
the other.” 

"1 lie fit it thought of Ihiradifc Regained was 
owing to. Illwood the quaver, as he himfeir 
relates the cccafion, in the llillorv of his own 
Life. When Milton had lent him the njanti- 
Liipt of Pari life Loll at tit. Giles Chalforr, 
and he ictuned it, iViilton a lived him how lie 
liked it, and wins? he thought of it ; “ whuu 
1 modi illy and heel/ u.IJ him (fays LI woof) 
••i’iJ after home Lit niiiourlc about it, 1 
plcaf.’ntly laid to him, Thou hall faid much i\ 
ILrndik* loll, bn: w'.at hail thou to lay of a 
f found t IL made no anfwer, but 

hi: iomc time in a mule, then broke off that 
twilourfe, and fell upon another fubjed,” 
When Elwocd afterwards waited upon him 
in London, Mi. ton (hewed him his Pa- 
radife Regained, and in a pleafant tone faid to 
him, “ this is owing to you, for ) ou put it 
into my head, by thequeftinn you put to me at 
Chaifont, which before I had not thought 
o! .’* 

In the year j 6-2, he publiflied his Aids 
Logics plcrdor Jnlhtutio ad Rami xnethodum. 
concimuua, London in oclavo ; and in 1673, 
a difeourfe iutiiLJ, Of true Religon, Hereiy, 
Schifin, T ole union, and what bell means may 
beufed againft the growth of Fopeiy, London 
in quarto. He publiflied like.viie, the fame 
year, Focins, &c. on fevcr.il Occafmr.s, both 
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Snglifliand Latin, compofed at feveral times,' 
with a fmall Tractate of Education to Mr, 
Hartlib, London in oclavo. In 1674 he pu- 
biiihed his Epiilolarum familiarium, lib. i. & 
Rolufiones qu&dam Oratoriac in Collegia 
Chrilli h :ib i tie, London, in o&avo, and in the 
fame year in qimt'vA Declaration of the Let- 
ters Patent of the King of Poland, John III. 
elected on the twenty* fecond of May, anno 
dern. / 674, now faithfully tranilatcd from th# 
Latin Copy. 

Mr. Wood tells us, that Milton was thought 
to be the author of a piece c alled The Grand 
Cafe of Conference ; concerning the Engage- 
ment frated and rcfolved ; or a Ariel Survey- 
of the Solemn League and Covenant, in refe- 
rence to the prefer.: engagement ; but otheis 
are of opinion that the Uilc anil manner of 
writing do not in the leaf! favour that fuppo- 
fition. His State letters were printed at Lon- 
don in 5676, in twelves, and Iran dated into 
Kngbfn, aiul printed in 169 4, as his Brief 
Hiliory of Mufcovy, and of other lefs-known 
countries, ly ing cad ward of Ruflia, as for as 
Cathay, printed in 1682, in o&avo. His Hit- 
torical, Poetical, and Miscellaneous works 
were printed in three volumes folio, in 1698, 
at London, though Amilerdam is mentioned 
in the title-page with the life of the author, 
by Mr. 'Poland; but the meft compleal and 
elegant edition of his prole works was print- 
ed io two volumes in folio, at London, in 
1738, by the reverend Mr. birch, novvfccre- 
G 5 tary 
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tary to the royal fociety, with an appendix 
concerning two diflcrtaiions, the firft concern^ 
ing the author of the EIKftNBASlAlK.H, the 
portraiture of his faded majefty in his foli- 
tude and fufFe rings ; and the prayer of Pame- 
la fubjorned to feveral editions of that book ; 
the fecond concerning the commiffion faid to 
be given by king Charles I. in 1641, to the 
IriJh papifts, for taking up arms againJl the 
proteilants in Ireland. In this edition the fc- 
veral pieces are difpofed according to the or- 
der in which they were printed, with the ad- 
dition of a Latin tradl, omitted by Mr. To- 
land, concerning the reafons of the war with 
Spain in 1659, and feveral pages in the hif- 
tory of Great Britain, expunged by the li- 
ccnfers of the prefs, and not to be met within 
any former impreflions. it perhaps is not my 
province to make any remarks upon the 
two grand deputations, that have fubfifted 
between the friends and enemies of Charles I. 
about the author of the Bafilike, and the com- 
miffion granted to the Triih papilts ; as to the 
laft, the reader, if he pleafes, may confult the 
Life of Lord Brohill, in which he will find the 
myilery of iniquity difclofcd, and Charles en- 
tirely freed from the leall appearance of being 
concerned in granting fo execrable a oommif- 
fion ; the forgery is there fully related, and 
there is all the evidence the nature of the thing 
will admit of, that the king's memory has 
been injured by fo bafe an imputation* As 
to the firil, it is fomewhat difficult to deter- 
mine, 
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mine, whether his majefty was or was 
not the author oF thofe pious medita- 
tions ; Mr. Birch has fummcd up the evi- 
dence on both Tides ; we foal! not take upon 
us to determine, on which it preponderates ; 
it will be proper here to obferve, the chief 
evidence again it the king in this contention, 
is Dr. Gauden, bifo^pof Exeter, who claimed 
that hook as his, and who, in his letters to the 
carl of Clarendon, values himfelf upon it, and 
becomes troublefomely follicitous lor prefer- 
ment on that account ; he likewife told the 
two princes that the Bafilikc was not written 
bv their father, but by him ; now one thing 
1 ? dear, that Gauden was altogether without 
parts ; his Life of Hooker, which is the only 
genuine and indifputed work of hi% foews 
him a man of no extent of thinking, his Aile 
is loofe, and negligently florid, which is dia- 
metrically oppolite to that of thefc medita- 
tions. 

Another circumftance much invalidates his 
evidence, and diminifoes his reputation for 
honelly. After he had, for a confidcrable 
time, profefTed himfelf a Proteftant, and been 
in pofleflion of an Knglifo bifoopric, and dif- 
covercd an ardent defire of rifmg in the church, 
notwithftanding this, he declared himfelf, a: 
his death, a Papift ; and, upon the evidence 
of fuch a man, none lan detejmine a point 
in deputation ; for he who dum thus violate 
his conference, by the bafeft hypocrify, will 
G 6 fu rely 
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furely make no great fcruple to traduce the 
memory of his fove reign. 

In a work of Milton’s called Icon Oclaftes, 
or, The Imagine Broken, he takes occafion 
to charge the king with borrowing a prayer 
from Sir Philip Sidney’s Arcadia, and placing 
it ia his Meditations without acknowledging 
the favour. 

Soon after the fentencc of the Regicides had 
l>cen put in execution, thefe Meditations were 
jpubliihed; and, as Anthony, by fhewing the 
body of murdered Caefar, excited the cornpaf- 
lion of multitudes, and raifed their indignation 
ngair.il the enemies of that illuftrious Roman, 
lo iheic Meditations had much the fame effect 
in England, 

The Prefbyterians loudly cxclaiipcd again ft 
the murder of the king : they i ai2erted, that 
his p^rfon was facred, and fpilling his blood 
upon a iViafioId was a ftain upon the Engliih 
annals, which the latell time could not obli- 
terate. 

r i he (e tragical complaints gaining ground, 
and the fury which was lately cxercifed againit 
his majefty, fubfxding into a tendernefs for his 
memory, heightened by the confederation of 
his piety, which thefe meditations ferved to 
revi\e, it was thought proper, in order to ap* 
the minds of the people, that an anfwer 
Should be wrote to them. In this talk Milton 
engaged, ancPprofecuted it with vigour 5 blit 
the molt cnthufiaftic admirer of that poet, 

upon 
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upon reading it, will not fail to difeover a 
fpirit of bitternefs, an air of peevifhnefs and 
1 (.Tenement, to run through the whole, 

Milton has been charged with interpolating 
the prayer of Pamela into the king’s Medita- 
tions, by the afliftance of Bradihavv, who laid 
his commands upon the printer fo to do, to 
biaft. the reputation of the king s book. 

Dr. Newton is of opinion that this fa& is 
not well fupported ; for it is related chiefly on 
the authority of Henry Hills, the printer, who 
bad frequently affirmed it to Dr. Gill and Dr. 
Bernard, his phyficians, as they themfelves 
have teftified ; but, though Hills was Crom- 
well’s printer, yet afterwards he turned papifl, 
in the reign of king James II. in order to be 
that king^s printer; and it was at that time he 
ufed torelatp this ftory ; fo that little credit is 
due to his teflimony. It is almoft impoffiblc 
to believe Milton capable of fuch difingenuous 
meannefs, to ferve fo bad a purpofe; and there 
is as little reafon for fixing it upon him, as he 
had to traduce the king for profaning the 
duty of prayer with the polluted traih of ro- 
mances ; for, in the belt books of devotion, 
tb re are not many finer prayers; and the 
king might as lawfully borrow and apply it to 
his own purpofe, as the apoiile might make 
quotations from heathen poems and plays ; 
and it became Milton, the leaf! of all men, to 
bring fuch an accufation agaffiil the. king, as 
be was particularly fond of reading romances, 

and 


2 
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and has made ufc of them in fome of the beft 
and lateft of his writings. 

There have been various conjectures con- 
cerning the caafe that produced in Milton fo 
great an averfion to Charles I. One is, that, 
when Milton flood candidate for a profeflbr- 
fhip at Cambridge, with his much efteemed 
ftiend Mr. King, their interefl and qualifica- 
tions were equal ; upon which his nrajefty was 
required by his nomination to fix the profef- 
for. His anfwer was, “ Let the beft natured 
man have it.” To which they who heard 
him, immediately replied, li Then we are 
Certain it cannot be Milton’s, who was ever 
remarkable for a ftern ungovernable man.” 

Whether this conjecture is abfolutely true, 
we cannot determine ; but, as it is *ot with- 
out probability, it has a right to* be believed 
till a more fatisfattory one can be given. 

Milton’s character, as a poet, was never 
better pourtrayed than in an epigram under his 
picture written by Mr. Dryden : 

Three poets, in three diftantages born, 

Greece, Italy, and England, did adorn. 

Thefirft, in loftinels of thought furpafs’d; 

The next, in majefty ; in both the lalt: 

The force of Nature could no further go. 

To make a third, fhe join’d the former two* 

This great man died at hfs honfe at Bun- 
ttll on the fifteenth of November, 1674* and 

was 
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was interred, near the body of his father, in 
the chancel of the church of St. Giles, Crip* 
plegate. 

By his firft wife he had four children, a fort 
and three daughters. The daughter furyived 
the father. Anne married a matter- builder* 
and died in child-bed of her firft child, which 
died with her ; Mary lived Angle j Deborah 
left her father when file was young* and went 
over to Ireland with a lady, and came toEng- 
land again during the troubles of Ireland un- 
der king James II. She married Mr. Abraham. 
Clark, a weaver in Spitdefields ; and died ou 
the twenty-fourth of Auguft, 1727, in the 
feventy-fixth year of her age. She had ten 
children ; viz. feven fons and three daugh- 
ters ; bu^none of them had any children, ex- 
cept one of Jier fons, named Caleb ; and the 
youngeft daughter, whofe name is Elizabeths 
Caleb went over to Fort St. George, in the 
Eaft-Indies, where he married and had two* 
fons, Abraham and lfaac~. Of thofe, Abra- 
ham, the elder, came to England with gover- 
nor Harrifon, but returned again upon ad- 
vice of his father’s death ; and, whether he 
or his brother be now living is uncertain- 
Elizabeth, the youngeft child of Deborah* 
married Mr. Thomas Potter, a weaver, and 
lives now in Hog-lane, Shoreditch, for whom* 
Comus was performed at Drury-Lane, and 
produced her a great benefit. She has had 
feven children, three fens and foot daughters* 

wbi 
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who areal! now. dead. This Mrs. Fofter is a* 
plain decent looking woman. 

Mr. John Ward, fellow of the royal -focicty, 
and profeftor of rhetoric in Greftiam-college, 
London, law the above Mrs. Clark, Milton’s* 
daughter, at the houfe of one of her relations, 
not long before her death ; “ when flie in- 
formed me,” fays that gentleman, “ that Hie 
and her fillers ufed to read to their father in 
eight languages; which, by practice, they 
were capable of doing with great readinefs 
and accuracy, though they underftood no lan- 
guage but Englilh ; and their father ufed 
often to fay in their hearing, one tongue was 
enough for a woman. 

“ None of them were ever fent to fchool, 
but all t aght at home by a miiliefs^ kept for 
that pu; pofe. Ifaiah, Homer, *and Ovid's 
Metallic: j‘holes, were books which they were 
often calud to read to their father; and, at 
my defj.c, Ihe lepeated a great number of 
verfes from the beginning of both thefe poets 
with great readinefs. i knew who Ihe was 
upon the lirfc fight of her, by the fimilitude of 
her countenance vyith her father’s, pi&ure ; and 
upon my telling her lb, (he informed me, that 
Mr. Addifon told her the fame thing, on her 
going to wait on him ; for re. on hearing Ihe 
was Jiving, fent lor her, and deiired, if Ihe 
had any papers of her rather’?, Ihe would 
bring them with her, as an e-, idence of her 
being Milton’s daughter; but immediately on 
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her being introduced to him, he; fasd* 1 Ma- 
dam, you need no other voucher; your fap* 
is a {iifiicicnt tcftinionial whole daughter you. 
:* -»c and he tnen made her a handiome pre- 
fetit of a purfe of guineas, with a proiuiib off 
piocuring her an annual provifton for life $ but 
he vVin'g fo*»n after, ihe loir the benefit of his 
generous, dciign. She appealed to be a woman 
of rood ienle and genteel behaviour, and to 
l ear the roconveniei.ces of a low fortune with, 
dccei.cyand piudcnce.” 

Her hue ma jelly, queen Caroline, fent her 
fifty pounds, atid Ihe leceived prdents of mo* 
ne) fiom feveral gentlemen not long before her 
death. 

Milton had a brother, Mr. Chriftopher 
Mi) ton, who was knighted, and tpade ohj of 
the barons of the Exchequer, in the reign of 
king James II. but he does not appear to 
have been a man of any abilities ; at leaft, if 
he had a »y, they are loft to pofterity in the 
luilreol his brother’s. 

There is now alive a grand-daughter of 
this Chriitopfier Milton, who is married, to 
one Mr* George Lookup, advocate at Edin- 
burgh, remarkable for his knowledge of the 
Hebrew tongue. The lady, Lysl heo. Cibber, 
whom J have often feen, is extremely corpulent,, 
has in her youth been veiy handfoinc, and is not 
ddlitute of poetical genius. She has written fe- 
veral copies of vtr.'bs, publifliS] in tire iidin* 
burgh Magazines ; and her Lee b^ars fomfifc 
rcfcinblance to the figure of Milton. , > 
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' Mr. Wood, and after him Mr. Fenton, has 
given us the following defeription of Mil- 
ton's perfon. 

** He was of a moderate fize, well pro- 
portioned, and of a ruddy complexion, light 
Drown hair, and had handiomc features ; yet 
his eyes were none of the quickeit: When he 
was a ftudent at Cambridge, he was fo fair 
aod clear, that many called him the lady of 
Chrift's college. His deportment was affable, 
and his gait ereft and manly, befpeaking 
courage and undaunted neft. While he had 
his fight, he wore a iv\ ord, and was w'ell 
fkilled in uhng it. He had a delicate tuuea 
ble voice, an excellent ear, could play on the 
Organ, and bear a part in vocal and infix u- 
mental mufic.” 

The great learning and geniuv of Milton, 
have fcarce raifed him more admirers, than 
thepait headed upon the political ilage hath 
procured him enemies. He was in his incli- 
nation a thoiough republican ; and in this he 
thought like a Greek or a Roman, as he was 
very conversant with their writings : and one 
day. Sir Robert Howard, who was a friend of 
Milton’s, and a well wiftier to the liberty of 
bis country, afked him, How he eatne to fide 
with the Republican*) ? Milton anfwered, 
among other things, *< Becaufe theirs was (he 
moll frugal government; for the trappings of 
a monarchy might fet up an ordinary com- 
monwealth.” But then his attachment to 
Cromwell mad be condemned, as being nei- 
ther 
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ther confident with hit republican principles, 
nor with his love of liberty, ft may be* re** 
fonably prefumed, that he was far from ap- 
proving of Cromwell's proceeding ; but con- 
fident him as the only perfon who could ref- 
cue the nation from the tyranny of the Prcfby- 
ttrians, who, he faw* was about to eredfc a 
worfe dominion of their own upon the ruins 
"of prelaticai epifcopacy j for, if experience 
may be allowed to teach us, the prdbyteri&n 
government carries in it more of ecclefiaftical 
authority, and approaches more to the thunder 
of the Vatican, than any other government 
under the fun. 

Milton w;*s an enemy to fpiritual fiavery, 
he thought the chains thrown upon the mind 
were the; lealt tolerable ; and, in order to 
fhake the pillars of mental ufurpation, he 
doled with Cromwell and the Independants, 
as he expe&ed under them a greater liberty of 
conference. In matters of religion too, Mil- 
ton has likewife given great offence, but infi- 
dels have no reafon to glory. No fucb man 
was ever amongfl them. He was perfuadedof 
the truth of the Chrillian religion ; he fiudied 
ana admired the holy feriptbres, and, in all 
his writings, he plainly diicovers a religious 
tarn o\ mind. 

When he wrote the Do&rinc and Difcrpltne 
of Divorce, he appears to have been a Calvi- 
nift ; but afterwards he entertained a more fa- 
vourable opinion of Arminius. Some have 
thought that he was an Arian, but there ate 

more 
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more taprefs paflages in hi' works to over- 
throw this opinion, than any there are to con- 
firm it ; for, in th 1 conchr'cn of his treatife 
on Reformation, he thus fole-mly invokes the 
Trinity : 

M Thou therefore that fi n in light and 
glory unappr'achnb c, pare, of angel and of 
men ! nexi. Thee f implore, c '.iniootent king, 
redeemer of that loft rrmn , ■. wliofe natuie 
Thou didft a flume, ineftah everlnfting 

love! and Thee the third /■» ftence of the- 
Divine Infinitude, iJIumin:- ■■ '•nt- fpiiit, the joy 
and fol ace of created thing ^ une Tii-pcrfonal 
God head. 1 * 

• In the latter part of hi? life he was not a 
proftfM member of any patticular fett of 
Chr Ilians ; he frequented no public 
nor uied any religious tiles in his family. He 
was an enemy to all kinds of form, and 
thought that all Chriilians had, in fo;ne 
things, corrnptvd the fimplicib' and purity of 
iiteGofpcl. He believed that inward religion 
was the bell, .and that public communion had 
more of fhew in it, than- any tendency to pro- 
mote genuine piety and unallotted goodnefs. 
The circumftanccs of our author were never 
very mean nor very affluent ; he lived above 
want, and was content with competency. His 
father funported him during his travels. When 
he was appointed Latin iccretary, his falary 
amounted ro two hundred pounds per annum ; 
sad, though he was o r the riujrious party, 
yet he was far from fharing the fpoils of his 

country* 
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country. On the contrary, as we learn from 
'his Second Defence, he fuihincd great talks 
during the civil-war, and was not at all fa- 
voured in the impofition of taxes, but fomc* 
times paid beyond his due proportion : and, 
upon the turn of affairs, he was not ouly 
deprived of his place, but alfo loft. two thou* 
fand pounds which he had for fecurity put into 
the Excife-oflicc. 

In the fire of London, his houfe in Bread- 
ilrcet was burned ; 44 before which accident, 
Tort igners have pone, out of devotion,** fays 
Wood, “ to fee the houfe and chamber where 
he was born.’* 

Some time before he died, he fold the 
greatell part of his library, as his heirs were 
not qualified to make a proper ufc of it, and 
as he thought he could difpofe of it to greater 
advantage tli an they could after his death, 

“ He died,” fays Dr. Newton, ** by on t 
means or other, worth one thoufand five hunr 
dred pounds, be 4 des his houlhold goods, which 
was no incompetent fubfiilence for him who 
was as great a philofopher as a poet.” 

Milton teems not to have been very happy 
it his marriages. His firil rtife offended him 
by her elopement : the fecond, whole love, 
fweetnefs, and delicacy he celebrates, lived 
not a twelvemonth with him: and his third was 
laid to be a woman of a mold violent fplrit, 
and a fevere ilep- mother to his children. 

She died,” fays Dr. Ne.vton, 44 very old, 
at Nantwich, in Chelhire » and, from the ac? 

counts 
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counts of thofe who had feen her, I have 
learned that (he Confirmed feveral things re- 
lated before ; and, particularly,* that her huf- 
band ufed to compote his poetry chiefly in the 
winter s and, on his waking on a morning, 
would make her write down twenty or thiity 
verfes, Being afked, Whether he did not 
often read Homer and Virgil, (he under Hood 
it as an imputation upon him for dealing from 
thefe authors; and anfwered, with eagernefs, 
that he dole from nobody but the mufe that 
infptred him : and being afked by a lady pre~' 
font who the mufe was, fhe anfwered, 4 It 
was God’s grace and holy fpirit that vifited 
him nightly. 9 She was like wife afked, whom 
he approved mod of our Englifli poets ; and 
anfwered, 4 Spenfer, Shake! pear, and Cow- 
leys* and being afked, what he .thought of 
Dryden ; (he faid, 4 Dryden ufed fometimes to 
vifit him ; but he thought him no poet, but a 
good rhimeft.** 

The reader will be pleafed to obferve, that 
this cenfure of Milton’s was before Dryden had 
made, any great appearance in poetry, or com- 
peted thofe immortal works of genius which 
nave raifed eternal monuments to him, and 
carried his name to every country where poe- 
try and taile are known. Some have thought 
that Dryden’s genius was even fuperior to 
Milton’s ; that £he latter chiefly fhines but in 
one kind of poetry ; his thoughts are fublime* 
and his language noble ; but in what kind of 
writing has not Dryden been diilinguifhed ? 

*' He 
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u He is in every thing excellent*” Ays Con- 
greve; “ and he has attempted nothing in 
wliich he has not fo fucceeded at to be entitled 
to the firft reputation from it.” 

Is it to be fuppofed, that Milton was go- 
verned by fo mean a principle as envy, in his 
thus cenfuring Dryden?# It is more natural to 
imagine* that* as he was himfelf no friend to 
rhimc; and finding Dryden in his early age 
peculiarly happy in the faculty of rhiming, 
without having thrown out any thoughts which 
were in themfelves diftinguiftvedly great. Mil* 
ton might, without the imputation of ill- na- 
ture. chara&erife Dryden, as we have already 
feen. 



THH 
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Tat LIFE 

James Usher. 


T HIS great perfch, whole fife we no# 
recite, was bom in the tity of Dt$ft& 
the metropolis o£ Ireland, upon <&eftflrte«ri| 
day of January, amio dOtftfoi x<$o. Hi$^p. 
ther, Mr. Arnold Ulhet, miebf the fix ctegtfcs 
of chancery (and pf go^* repute for his pro- 
dence and integrity) 1m tit the ancient fa&jfy 
of the Others, alias ft evils, whole awfceftpr 
(ulher to king Iohn) cotrdog ove**with Um 
into Ireland, and feeling mere, •changed #e 
name of Ids family into that of hts office (at 
was ufual in that age) his descendants having 
fince branched into teveial families about Dub* 
lir, and for divers ages bote the moll cOnfider- 
able offices in and about that city. 

H iV mother was Margaret, daughter of 
Jam s Stanihurft, who \\as of cowidcrabje 
note m her time, being chofen fpenkcr of the 
honourable houlb of commoiis in three pa>8b* 
menu ; and was recorder of the city of Dub- 
lin, and one of the mailers of chancery; and* 
that which ought always to be mentioned to 
his honour, he was the firft mover, in the laft 
of the three parliaments, of qaeln Elizabeth, 
for the founding and endowing of a college 
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and univerfity at Dublin ; which was foot* 
after confented to by her majcfly ; and, being 
perfraed, hath ever fince continued a famous 
nurfery for learning and good manners. 

His uncle, by tne father’s fide, was Henry 
Ufher, fometime archbifbop of Armagh, a 
wife and learned prelate. His uncle, by the 
mother’s fide, was Richard Scanihurft, a 
learned man, of the Romifh perfuafion, an 
excellent hiftorian, philofopher, and poet, as 
appears by feveral of his works fiill extant ; 
though fome of them, for that reafon, written 
again ft his nephew ; yet, notwithflanding 
their difference in judgment, they had frequent 
correfpondences by letters. 

He often mentioned two of his aunts, who 
were blind from their cradle, and fo continued 
to their deatUo, and yet were blefled with 
admirable underflandings and infpc&ion in 
matters of religion ; and offuch tenacious me- 
mories, that whatever they heard read out of 
the feriptures, or was preached to them, they 
always retained ; and became fuch profici- 
ents, that they were able to repeat much cf 
the Bible by heart, and were the firfi that 
taught Ufher to read Englifii. 

He had but one brother, Ambrofe Ufher, 
who, though he died young, yet attained to 
great (kill and perfe&ion in the Oriental 
tongues ; and rendered much, of the Old 
TeJtament, from the original Hebrew, into 
Englifh before king James’s tranfiation was 
made. He alfo tranfiated ou: of the Latin 

Ycj VI. li into 
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into EiigUlh, that book written by his brother 
Mr. James Uftier, De Ecclefiarum Chriftia- 
narum fucceflionc et ftatu ; which tranfhtioa 
is yet only in manufcript : and of this Am- 
brofe, being a very young man, the learned 
Mr. William Eyre, in a letter to Dr. James 
Uftier, writes thus : “ Interca vero xgnofco 
me valde obzeratum efle tibi, ct do&ifimo ju- 
yeni, fratri tua Ambrofio, qui peritiflima ma- 
nu fue quredarn in meum ufum ex Alcorano 
Arabicc excripfu which knowledge in the 
Arabic tongue, in thofe days, was very rare, 
especially in that country. But our James 
Ulher, as God had furnifhed him with excel- 
lent endowments of nature, a tradable difpo- 
fition, a ftrong memory, and a ready inven- 
tion ; fo, by God’** blciling, on his improve- 
ment of them, by his Icai ning and induftry, 
he arrived to that admirable perfection that 
gave him a reputation fuperior to all that he 
could derive from his family ; and rendered 
his name famous beyond the narrow bounds of 
ius“own country, even throughout the Chrillian 
world, wherever true piety and ufeful learn- 
ing were held in any efteem and veneration. 

After he had learned to read of his aunts, 
he entered on the Bible (that book of books, 
as he ever called it) in which he made a happy 
beginning, and a more happy progrefs. When 
he became fit for a gram mar -fchooJ, it hap- 
pened that two eminent perfons of the Scottifh 
nation (tho’ their bufiucfs and quality were then 

unknown 
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unknown) came to Dublin, being Cent over thi- 
ther by king James (then king of Scotland) 
to keep a correfpondence with the Englifh 
proteftant nobility and gentry about Dublin, 
in order to fecure his intereft in that kingdom, 
when queen Elizabeth fhould come to die; 
thefe, for a colour, undertook the employment 
of fchoolmafters to inftrutt and difeipline 
youth in learning and good education (for 
the want of fuch was very great there at that 
time). The one was James Fullerton; (af- 
terward knighted, and of the bed chamber to 
king James,) th^ other was James Hamilton, 
(afterward alfo knighted and created by the 
king vifeount Clandebois). To their induc- 
tion and tuition was our James Uftier com- 
mitted by hit parents, with whom he made fo 
great a proficiency in a fliort time, that he be- 
came the bell fcholar of the fchcol for Latin, 
poetry and rhetoric (all this being within die 
ipace of five years). 

He would ufually fay, when he recounted 
the providences of God towards him, That he 
took this for one remarkable inftance of it. 
That he had the opportunity and advantage of 
his education from thofe men, who came thi- 
ther by chance, and yet proved Co happily ufe- 
ful to himCelf and others. In this firit feene of 
his life he was extremely addidled to poetry, 
and much delighted with it, but afterwards 
growing to more maturity and confideration, 
lie (hook it off, as not fuitable to the great 
end of his more refolved, ferious, and profita- 
H 2 ble 



i 4 8 BRITISH PLUTARCH, 
ble ftudics; and then fet himfelf induftriou/ly 
to purfue learning of a higher nature: yet he 
always loved a good poem that was well and 
chailely writ : and lighting once upon a paf- 
fage in Tuily, viz. ** Nefcire quid antea 
quam natus fis acciderit, id eft, Temper efle 
Puerum and alfo reading Sicidan’s hi (lory 
of the four empires, he prelently refolved on 
the ftudy and fearch of antiquity, and all forts 
of learning, and l.ow he might contribute to 
the advancement thereof: this was a brave 
and a manly attempt for a lad, but of twelve 
or thirteen years of age ; yet as he attempted, 
fo he conquered all the difficulties which he 
met with in the fearch after, and bringing to 
light thofe many things which ignorance had 
corrupted, and time well-nigh bulled in obli- 
vion ; efpecially in a country vChere there was 
then fo great a fcarcitv of good books, and 
learned men. 

In the year 1593 was Trinity-college in 
Dublin finiffied, and James Uffier, then in 
the thirteenth year of his age, adjudged by 
his fchool mailers fufhcicntly qualified for an 
admittance into that univerfity; and fo was 
entered accordingly : Dr. Lofcus (fometime 
fellcw of Trinity-college in Cambridge) af- 
terwards archbithop of Dublin, being firft 
provoft of that college, and Mr. Hamilton 
was one of oar Ufher’s fchool mailers, fenior 
fellow, and tutor to this early ripe youth ; 
whofe name (as the firft fcholar there) fUnds 
to this day in the firft line of the not 
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without a future prefage, that he might prove 
an honour and ornament to that college and 
nation, as he afterwards did. 

And being thus fixed, he fets himfclf in 
good earned to the fludy of the dnnguagcs 
and liberal arts, not neglecting ecclefiailicaf 
hiftory and antiquity, in .d! which he improved 
to admiration, tor between fifteen and fixteen 
years of age he had made fuch proficiency in 
chronology, that he had drawn up in Latin an 
exact chronicle of '..re Bible, "as far as the 
book of kings, i/it much differing from the 
method of his -ate Annals, excepting the en* 
Jargements in fome more accurate oblcivatict** 
and lynchronifmi of heathen Hones. 

The earl of Kflcx being newly come o\ r cr 
Iord-lieuten&nt of Ii eland, and chameilorof 
the univerfity "of Dublin, there was a fo’emn 
aft for his entertainment. Our LJiher being 
then batchelor of arts, anfvvered the philofo- 
phy a&, with great approbation. But while 
he was bufily employing himfclf in thefe fin* 
dies and great defigns, to fit himfelf for the 
divine calling of the miuiitry (when he fhouid 
be qualified for fo high and great an employ- 
ment) his father recommended to him the 
ftudy of the common law (defigning ta fend 
him (hortly over to the inns of court in Eng- 
gland) but to this his fon was very averfe, if 
no ways fuiting with his naturttl temper and 
complexion 5 yet dutifully would have fub- 
jnitted, if his father could not be brought to 
alter his mind in that matter : but foon after 

H 3 
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he died, and the paternal eltate defended to 
this his eldeft Ton, being of a confiderable va- 
lue : but this young heir was fo far from be* 
ing transported by fuch an acceflion of fortune, 
that it dn! not in the lea ft fhake him from his 
defign ; for he finding it fomewhat incumber- 
ed with Jaw fuits, and fillers portions, and 
fearing thofe might prove a hindrance to the 
courfe of his ftudies, he chofe rather to com- 
mit .hijnfelf to the providence of God anew, 
and fo very frankly gave his inheritance to his 
brother, and his feveral fillers, for their por- 
tions ; only referving fo much of it as might 
enable him to buy feme books, and aflord 
him a competent maintainance in the col- 
lege. 

About the eighteenth or nineteenth year of 
his age, he being but batchelor of arts, was 
thought the fittelT perfon to enter the lifts of 
deputation with a daring and learned Jefuit, 
one Henry Fiot Symonds, then prifoner in the 
<$»ftlc of Dublin, who lent out a challenge, 
dKfying the greatell champion, and bell learn* 
•d to difpute with him about thofe points in 
controveify between the Roman and reform- 
ed churches : our IJthcr accepts the challenge, 
and accordingly they met ; the jefuit made 
flight of him at firii, as but a boy, and think* 
ittg it a very eafy talk to baffle him, the prieil 
admits a puBlic deputation (the fubjeft of 
which was Pidlarrmna’s ccntroverfies) and be- 
caufe the fevcial matters in debate could not 
be dispatched at one or two meetings, they 

appointed 
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appointed to meet once a week to argue the 
chief points in controverfy. But it teems, 
after one or two conferences, the jefuit had 
enough of it ; for though he defpifed him at 
full, yet he did rot care to have any more to 
do with him; for, after the fecond conference, 
this boafting Goliah declined the combat with 
this (tripling ; and not without caufe, for he 
had felt the quickoeis of his wit, the ftrength 
of his arguments and (kill in deputation ; fo 
that this jefuit quickly left the field, as ap- 
pears by a modeft letter which Mr, Ulher 
then writ to him, anno domini 1600. 

B*dng now twenty years old, and having 
lived in the college feven years, from his (lift 
admiffion, he took the degree of matter of 
arts ; the Ame year he was chofcn catechitt- 
reader in the College. And being not long af- 
ter appointed to preach conftantly before the 
Bate, at Chritt-church in Dublin, on Sundays 
in the afternoon, he made it his buiinefs to 
treat of the chief points of controverfy be* 
tween the Romifn church, and ours; in which 
.difconrfe he was (o clear, powerful, and con- 
vir dug, that he thereby fettled many that 
were wavering, and converted divers from 
the fuperftitious perfuafion, to the church 
of England. Neither mutt it be forgotten, 
that after the Englilh forces had beaten and 
driven out the Spaniards in 1603, who then 
came to the attittance of the Irittt at Ktnfalc, 
that army refolved to do fome worthy aft, that 
might be a lading memorial of the gallantry 
H 4 of 
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of military men ; and that due refpeft which 
they had for true religion and learning. To 
promote which, they raifed among themfelves 
the fum of one thoufand eight hundred pounds, 
to buy books to furnilh the library of the 
umverfity of Dublin. And when the fum was 
railed, it wasrefolved by the benefactors, that 
Dr. Chaloner, and Mr. James Ufher, ihould 
have the faid one thouland eight hundred 
pounds paid into their hands, to procure fuch 
books, as they fhould judge moft neccflary 
£pr the library, and moR ufcful for advance- 
ment of learning, which they accordingly un- 
dertook ; and coming into England ior that 
purpofe; where, as alfo from beyond fea, 
they procured the bcR books in all kinds, 
which were then to be had : fo that they moR 
faithfully difcharged that great* truR, to the 
donors and the whole college’s great fatisfac- 
tion. 

And it is fomewhat remarkable, that at this 
time, when the faid perfons were at London 
«&put laying out this money in books, they 
met Sir Thomas Bod ley there, buying 
books for his new erected library at Oxford, 
fo that there began a correfpondence between 
them upon this occafion, helping each other to 
procure the choiceft and beR books on (everal 
fubje&s that could be gotten, fo that the fa- 
mous Bodleyarvlibrary at Oxford, and that of 
Dublin began together. About thu time the 
chanccllorfhip of St. Patrick, Dublin, heing 
vacant, he was appointed to fill it up, which 
was the fir ft ecclefiaftical preferment he had. 
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and which he retained without taking any 
other benefice, until he was thence promoted 
to the bifhopric of Meath. Here he lived 
fingle for fome years, and kept hofpitality pro- 
portionable to his income ; nor cared he for any 
overplus at the year's end (for indeed he was 
never a hoarder of money) but for books and 
learning he had a kind of laudable covetonf* 
nefs, and never thought a good book (either 
manufcript or printed) too dear. And in 
this place Mr. Cambden found jhiim» anno 
1607. When he was putting out the laft edi- 
tion of his Britannia; where, fpeaking of 
Dublin, he concluded thus, 44 Moll of which 
1 acknowledge to owe to the diligence and la- 
bour of James Ufher, chancellor of the church of 
St. Patrick, who in various learning and judg- 
ment far exceeds his years. And though he 
had here no particular obligation to preach 
(unlefs fometimes in his courfe before thef 
Bate) yet he would not omit in the place from 
whence he received the profits, viz. Finglafs, 
not far from Dublin, which he endowed with 
a vicarage, and preached there every Lord’s 
day, unlefs hindered by very extraordinary 
occ .fions.” , 

In the year 1607, being the t wen ty- feventh 
year of his age, he took the degree of batch*- 
lor of divinity, and foon after he was chofen 
divinity- profeflor in the univerfity of Dublin ; 
and about this time there beltig a great dif- 
pute about the Herenagh Terman, or Corban 
lands, which anciently the Chore pjfcopi re- 
H * red ; 
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ccivcd, which as well concerned the biihops 
©f England as Ireland, he wrote a learned 
treatile of it, fo approved, that it was fent to 
archbifhop Bancroft, and by him prefented to 
king James ; the fubftance of which was af- 
terwards tranflated, by Sir Henry Spelman, into 
Latin, and publiihed in the firft part of his 
GloiTary, as himfelf acknowledgeth, giving 
him there this chara&er, ** Literarum infig- 
fiis Phams : 9 * Which treatife is frill in ma* 
uufcript at the archbifhop’s library at Lam- 
beth. 

This year alfo he came over into England, 
to buy books, and to converfe with learned 
men ; and was now firft taken notice of at 
court, preaching before the houfhold, which 
was a great honour in thofe,days: and, 
whilft here, he made it his bufjjiefs to enquire 
into the mod hidden and private paths of an- 
tiquity ; for which purpoie he enquired after, 
and confulted, the beft nianuferipts of both 
univerfities j and in all libraries, both pub- 
lic and private ; and came acquainted with the 
mod learned men here ; fuch as Camden, Sir 
Robert Cotton, Sir John Boucher, after earl of 
Bath, Mr.Selden, Mr. Brigs, aftronomy pro- 
•fefTor in the univerfity of Oxford, Mr. Lydi- 
iktC) Dr. Davenant, after lord-bifhop of Salif. 
bury, Dr. Ward of Cambridge, and divers 
others ; with jnoft of whom he kept a con- 
ilant fricndfhip and corrtfpondtnce to their 
deaths. 


After 
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After this, he conftantly came over into 
England once in three years, fpending one 
month at Oxford, another at Cambridge, the 
reft of the time at London, fpending his time 
chiefly in the Cottonian Library, the noble 
and learned mailer of which affording him a 
free accefs, not only to that, but to his own 
convention , 

This being the thirtieth year of his age, 
he was unanimoufly chofen, by the fellows of 
Dublirt college, to the provoftftiip of that 
houfc ; but he refufed it, fearing it might 
prove a hindrance to his ftudics. No other 
reafon can be given for his refufal. 

In the thirty. fccond year of his age, he 
took the degree of do&or of divinity in that 
univerfity jvherein he was bred, and to which 
he was admitted by Dr. Hampton, then Atchr- 
bifhop of Armagh ; and vice-chancel tor * after 
he had performed the ufual exercifes ; pait of 
which was to read two folemn lectures on fome 
places of feriptu re, which he then did/ on Dan* 
ix. 24, of the feventy weeks ; and on Rev. xx. 
4, explaining thofe texts fo mifappHcd by the 
-Millenaries both in earlier and latter times. 

The next year, being at London, he pub- 
Hfhed his treatife De Ecclefiarum Chriftiana- 
rum Succeflione et Statu ; being much mag- 
nified by Cafaban and Scultetus, in their 
Greek and Latin verfes before jt, was folemnly 
prefented by atchbifhop Abbot to king James, 
as the eminent firit fruits of that college of 
Dublin. It is imperfect for about three hun- 
H 6 died 
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dred years, from Gregory XI. to Leo X. i« e. 
from 1371 to 1513* and from thence to this 
left century; which he intended to have 
added, had God afforded him a longer life, 
though he had foil very confiderable amitances 
towards that defign, as you will find here- 
after. 

About this time alfo he altered his condi- 
tion, changing a fingle for a married life, 
l^arrying Phoebe, only daughter of LukeChal- 
loner, doCtor of divinity, of the antient fa- 
mily of the Challoners, in Yorkfhire, who 
had been a great afftfler and benefactor to the 
late ereCted college at Dublin, having been 
• appointed overfcer of the building, and trea- 
fox the money raifed to that purpofe. 

learned and pious man, and had 
,$^/ ; 4iL^ie9dtd>ip for Dr. Ufhe'r, that he 
•c$i^rte^ his afj&Qffe, and intended, had he 
lived, to have giyep him this his only daugh- 
ter, with a confiderable eflate in land and mo- 
ney; but dying before he could fee it con- 
cluded, he charged her, upon his death-bed, 
that, if Dr. Ufher would marry her, fhe ihould 
think of no other perfon for a hufband ; which 
command of her aying father fhe punctually 
obeyed, and was married to him ioon after, 
.and was his wife for about forty year s, and 
was always treated by him with great load- 
nefs, and conjugal aifeCtion, until her death, 
which preceded his about one year and a half. 
He had by her one only child; afterwards lady 
. Tyrrel. 

There 
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There was now a parliament at Dublin, 
and fo a convocation of the clergy, when die 
articles of Ireland were compofed and publiftied; 
and he, being a member of the fynod, was ap- 
pointed to draw them up : which articles be- 
ing ftgned by archbifhop Jones, then lord* 
chancellor of Ireland, and fpcakerof the houfe 
of the bifhops in convocation, as alfo by the 
prolocutor of the houfe of the clergy in their 
names; and figned bv the then lord-deputy 
Chichefter, by order from king James. But, 
though Dr. Ufher was thus remarkable for 
piety and learning, yet he could not efcape 
the common fate of extraordinary men ; viz. 
envy and detraction ! for there were fome in 
Ireland, though of no great repute for learn* 
ing or word), who would needs have him to 
be a puritan, as then they called thofe whom 
they looked upon as difaffelled to the diici- 
.plilie of the church, as by law eftablifhed ; and 
to lay a block in the way of his future prefer- 
ment, they had got fome to traduce him as 
fuch to the king, who had no great kindnefs 
for thofe men, as he had little reafon. But 
the doftor hearing of it, and having occasion, 
i bout this time, to come for England, as he 
always had done once in three or four years, 
the lord-deputy and council were fo fenfinle of 
this fcandal, that, for his vindication, they 
.'writ by him a recommendatory letter to his 
^m&jefty's privv-council ; whfth chara&er, to- 
gether with King James’s own convention 

with 
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with, and tryal of. Dr. Uftier, whom he fent 
for on pbrpofe to that end, fo fully fatisfted 
the king, that, after he had difcourfed with 
him on divers points both of learning and re- 
ligion, he was fo extremely well falisfied with 
him, that he fard, He perceived that the 
knave puritan was a bad, but the knave’s pu- 
ritan an honeft, man : and of which latter 
fort he accounted Dr. Ufher to be, fince the 
king had fo good an opinion of him, that, of 
his own accord, he now nominated him to the 
bifhopric of Meath, in Ireland, being then 
void, with this exprefiion, That Dr. Uiher 
Was a bifhop of his own making ; and fo his 
conge d’elire b^ing fent over, he was eleded 
by the dean and chapter there. 

But before his going over, and while bi- 
fhop-e)ed, a parliament was convened at 
Weftminllcr, and began on the firft of Febru- 
ary, 1620 ; and I find this paffage among 
fome of his memorandums of that time : 
viz. 

€ * I was appointed by the lower houfe of 
parliament to preach at St. Margaret’s, Weft- 
fcninfter, on the feventh of February. The 
preberids claimed the privilege of the church, 
and their exemption from epifcopal jurifdic- 
tion for many hundred years, and offered 
their own fervice : whereupon the houfe be- 
ing difpleafed, appointed the place to be at 
the Temple. I was chofen a fecond time ; 
and ficretary 'Calvert, by the appointment of 
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the Houfe, fpake to the king, that their 
choice of their preacher might Hand. The 
king faid, « It was very well done.' 

“ On the thirteenth of February, being 
Shrove-Tuefday, I dined at court ; and, be- 
twixt four and five, 1 killed the king’s hand, 
and had conference with him touching my 
fermon. He faid I had charge of an unruly 
flock to look unto the next Sunday. He 
alked me how I thought it could Hand with 
true divinity, that fo many hundreds ihoukl 
be tyed, upon fo fliort warning, to receive 
the communion upon a day; all could not be 
in charity, after fo late contentions in the 
houfe ; many mult needs come without pre- 
paration, and eat their own condemnation ; 
that hintfelf required all his whole houfhold to 
receive the*comimmion, but not all the lame 
day, unlefs at Eafter, when the whole Lent 
was a time of preparation. He bad me to tell 
them, 1 hoped they were all prepared, but 
wilhed they might be better ; to exhort them to 
unity and concord ; to love God firlt, and then 
their prince and country ; to look to the ur- 
gent neceflities of the times, and the mlfer&ble 
Sate of ChriAendom, with, Bis dat, qui cito 
dat. 

f< On the tenth of February, thetirft Sunday 
in Lent, 1 preached at St, Margaret’s to them ; 
and, on the twenty-feventfe, the houfe fent 
Sir James Perrot, and Mr. Drake, to give me 
thanks, and to deiire roe to print the fermon ; 
which was done accordingly ; the text being 

upon 
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upon the firft of the Cor, x. 17, 1 For we, 
being many, are one bread and one body; for 
we are all partakers of that one bread ” 

This fermon was preached b) the defire of 
the houfc, and, with one more, (preached be- 
fore the king at Wanftead, on the twentieth 
of January, 1624, upon Eph. iv. 13, con- 
cerning the unity of the catholic faith) were 
all the fermons I can find to have been pub- 
lifhed by his allowance. But the lorcl-bifhop 
ele& returning fome time after into Ireland, 
was there confecrated by Dr. Hampton, then 
lord-primate, aflifted with fome other of the 
biftops. About which time fome violent Pa- 
pifls of quality happened to be cenfured in the 
cafUe-chamber at Dublin, for refufmg to take 
the oaths of fuprcmacy and allegiancp. 

Upon this occafion, the ftate ^ordered the 
bifhop of Meath, on the day of fentence, to 
make a fpeech to them, as well to inform 
their confcicnces of the lawfulnefs of it, as of 
the great penalties they would undergo, if 
they perfifted to refufe it ; which he performed 
. in a learned difeourfe, and it was highly ap- 
proved of by his majefty. 

After the bifhop had been in Ireland about 
two years, it pleafed king James to employ 
him to write the Antiquities of the Britifh 
Church ; and, that he might have the better 
opportunity and .means for that end, he fent 
over a letter to tne lord-deputy and council of 
Ireland, commanding them to grant a licenfe 
for his being abfent from his fee. Upon 

which 
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which fummons the bi(hop came over into 
England, and Spent about a year in confulting 
the bed; manuscripts in both universities ana 
private libraries, in order to the perfecting 
that noble work, De Primordiis Britannica- 
rum, though it was not published till above 
two years after, when we Shall take occafion 
to fpeak thereof more at large. 

After his coming over again, he was for 
fome time engaged in anfwermg the bold chal- 
lenge of Malone, an IriSh jefuit, of the col- 
lege of Lorrain ; which treatife he finished and 
published this year, 1624, in Ireland. 

After the biihop had published this treatiSe, 
he returned again into England, to give his 
lad hand to his faid work De Primordiis ; and, 
being now* buSied about it, the archbiihopric 
of Armagh became vacant by the death of 
Dr. Hampton, the late archbiShop ; not long 
after which, the king was pleafed to nominate 
the biShop of Meath, though there were divers 
competitors, as the fitted perfon for that great 
charge and high dignity of the church, in re* 
Sped! of his own great merits and fervices done 
i nto it ; and, not long after, he was ele&ed 
archbiShop by the dean and chapter there. 

The next tedimony he received of his majef- 
ty’s favour, was his letter to a perfon of qua- 
hty in Ireland, who had newly obtained the 
cu ft odium of the temporalitiesof that fee, for- 
bidding him to meddle with, or receive, any 
of the rents, or profits, of (he Same ; but im* 

immediately 
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mediately to deliver what he had already re* 
ceived unto the receivers of the prefent arch" 
bifliop, fince he was here employed in his ma* 
jelly’s fpccial ferVice, &c. 

Not long after this favour, it pleafed God 
to take king James, of pious memory, out of 
this world; nor was his ittcceflbr lefs kind unto 
him than his father had been ; which he fig - 
nified not long after his coming to the crown, 
by a letter under his privy-lignet to the lord- 
deputy, and treafurer of the realm of Ireland, 
That, whereas the prefent archbifhop of Ar- 
magh had, for many years together, on feve- 
ral occasions, performed many painful and ac- 
ceptable fervices to his dear father deceafed, 
and upon his fpccial directions. That there- 
fore he was pleafed, as a gracious Acceptation 
thereof, and in confideration of his faid fer- 
vices done, or to be done hereafter, to bellow 
fcpon the faid primate, out of hrs princely 
bounty, four hundred pounds, Engliih, out 
of the revenues of that kingdom. 

Bat, before the return of the archbilhop 
into Ireland, we lhall here mention an acci- 
dent that happened about this time : viz. 
That, in November, 162J, he was invited 
by the lord Mordaunt, and his lady, to my 
lord’s houfe, at Drayton, in Northampton- 
shire, to confer with a pried he then kept, by 
the name of BCaumont, upon the points in 

S iute between the church of Rome and ours; 
, particularly, that the religion maintained 

by 
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by public authority, in the church of England, 
was no new religion, but the fame that was 
taught by our Saviour and his apoftles; and 
ever continued in the primitive churph during 
the pureft times. 

What was the ifliie of this difpute, we muff 
take from the report of my lord and lady, and 
other perfons of quality there prefent : That 
this conference held for feveral day9, and at 
lail ended with that facisfadlion to them both, 
and confufion of his adverfary, that, a9 it con- 
firmed the lady in her religion, (whom her 
lord, by the means of thisprieft, endeavoured 
to pervert) fo it made his lord (hip fo firm a 
convert to the proteflant religion, that he lived 
and died in it. 

When the lord-primate had dbpatched his 
affairs in England, he then returned to be en- 
throned in Ireland, having, before his going 
over, received many congratulatory letters 
from the lord vifcount Falkland, then lord** 
deputy, the lord Loftus, then lord -chancellor, 
the lord archbilhop of Dublin, and divers 
others of the moft confiderable of the bilho^s 
a. id nobility of that king&ofn, expreffing their 
high fatisfa&ion for his promotion to the pri- 
macy. 

Being now returned into his native conntrjr,. 
anno 1626, and fettled in this great charge, 
having not only many churches but diocenes 
under his care, he began carefully to infped 
his own diocefs firil, a and the manners and 

abilities 
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abilities of thofe of the clergy, by frequent 
perfonal . vifitations ; admomlhing thole he 
found faulty, and giving excellent advice and 
directions to the reft, charging them to ufe 
the Liturgy of the church in all public admi- 
nidrations, and to preach and catechife dili- 
gently in their refpeCtive cures, and to make 
the holy feripture the rule, as well as the fub- 
jeCt, of their doCtrine and fermons. Nor did 
he only endeavour to reform the clergy, 
(among whom, in fo large a diocefs, and 
where there was fmall encouragements, there 
could not but be many things amifs) but allb 
the proCtors, apparitors, and other officers of 
bis ecclefiadical courts, againft whom there 
were many great complaints of abufes and 
exaction* in his predecedor’s time ; 'rior did he 
find that popery and prophanenefs had en* 
creafed in that kingdom by any thing more 
than the ncgieCl of due catechidng and pleach- 
ing j for want of which indruCtion, the poor 
people, that were outwardly Protedants, were 
very ignorant of the principles of religion \ 
and the Papifts continued dill in a blind obe- 
dience* to their leaders : therefore he fet him- 
felf, with all his power, to redrefs thefe neg- 
leCts, as well by his own example as by hi? 
ecclefiaftical difeipline ; all which proving, at 
lad, too weak for fo inveterate a difeafe, ha 
obtaincdjhis mayedy’s injunctions to ftrengthen 
bis authority. 
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The winter after his coining over, there 
were fome proportions made, and offered to 
be aflented unto by the Pajufts, for a more 
full tolieration of their religion : viz. the 
maintaining five hundred horfe and five thou* 
fand foot (wherein the Proteftants muft have 
borne fome lhare alfu) for the confideration 
of which, a great aflembly of the whole na- 
tion, both Papifts and Proteftants, was called 
by the then lord-deputy Falkland. 

The meeting was in the hall of the caftle of 
Dublin. The biihops, by the lord-primate’s 
invitation, met firft at his houfe ; and both he 
and they then unanimoufly drew up and fub- 
feribed a proteftation againft the toleration of 
popery ; which, at the next meeting of the 
aflembly, On the twenty-third of April, 1627, 
he publifhcc? at Chrilt church, before the 
lord-deputy and council, in the midft of his 
fermon ; wherein he fpake much againft men’s 
fubordinating religion, and the keeping of a 
good confcience, to outward and worldly re- 
ipc&s ; and to fet their fouls to fale for the 
gain of earthly matters, &c. 

The lord primate, the 'next lord’s day, 
preached before the fame auditory ; the text 
was, 1 Johnv. 15. Love not the world, 
nor the things that are in the world when 
he made the like application with the bifhop, 
rebuking fuch, who for wofldly ends, like 
Judas, would fell Ch rift for thirty pieces of 
filver. The judgment of the bilhops pre- 
vailed fo much with the proteftants, that the 

propofaU 
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propofals were drove on very heavily : but 
yet upou ferious confideration, when it was 
found that the weak and diflradled condition 
of the kingdom, could not well fubfift with* 
out fome (landing forces, it was refolved by 
the lord-deputy and council, that the lord pri. 
mate (then a privy-counfellor) (hould, in re- 
gard of his great cHeem with all parties, de- 
clare in a fpeech to the whole aflembly, the 
true (late of the kingdom, and the neceflity of 
a Handing army for the defence thereof, a- 
gainft any foreign invafion, or inteftine com- 
motions, and confcquently that a competent 
fupply was needful to be granted for that pur- 
pofe, and that without any conditions what- 
soever, as well by the Roman catholics, as 
proteftant fubjetts; which fpeech, though it had 
not the defired effedl, yet fufficiently declared 
the lord-primate's abilities in matters of go- 
vernment, whenever he would give his mind 
to them, and how well he underflood the pre- 
fent Hate of that kingdom : and it had been 
well for Ireland, if his advice had been then 
hearkened to, (ince thofe Handing forces 
then moved for being to have been all pro- 
tc Hants; would in all probability have prevent- 
ed that rebellion that fome years afterwards 
broke out in that kingdom ; but a copy of this 
(peech being defired by the lord deputy, was 
tranfmitted to hjLs majefly, who very well ap- 
proved it, as much conducing to his fervice, 
and the public fafety. 

After 
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After his being archbifhop he laid out a 
great deal of money in books, laying afide 
every year a conliderable fum for that end ; 
and efpecially for the procuring of manufcripts, 
as well from foreign parts a9 near at hand* 
having about this time, by the means of Mr. 
Thomas Davis, then merchant at Aleppo* 
procured one of the firft Samaritan pentateuchs 
that ever was brought into thefe weftern parts 
of Europe (as Mr. Selden, and Dr. Walton 
acknowledge) as alfo the Old Teftament in 
Syriac, much more perfect than had hitherto 
been feen in thefe parts ; together with other 
manu/cripts of value. This pentateuch, with 
the reft, were borrowed from him by Dr. 
Walton, afterwards bifhop of Chefter, and by 
him made jife of in the Polyglot Bible : all 
which manufcfcipts being afterwards retrieved 
out of the hands of the (aid bifhop’s executors, 
are now in the Bodleyan library at Oxford ; a 
fit repofitory for fuch facred monuments. 

About this time the lord vifeount Falkland, 
being recalled from being deputy of Ireland, 
was waited on by the lord primate to the. 
fea>ftde ; of whom taking his, leave, and beg- 
ging his blefting, he fet fail for England, 
having before contracted an intimate mend* 
fhip with the lord primate, ^which lafted till 
his death ; nor did the lord primate fail to ex- 
prefs his friendfhip to him on all occafions a£ 
ter his departure, doing his utmoft. by letters 
to feveral of the lords of his majefty’s privy* 
council here, for his vindication from feveral 

falfe 
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falfe accufations, which were then laid to .hk 
charge by fome of the Irifh nation, before hk 
majelty; which letters, together with the vin~ 
dication of the council of Ireland, by their 
letter to his majefty of his juft and equal go- 
vernment, did very much contribute to the 
clearing of his innocence in thofe things 
whereof he was then accufed. Anno 1631, 
my lord primate publifhed at Dublin his luf- 
tory of Gottefchalcus, and of the Predeftina* 
rian Controverfy ftirred by him (being the 
fird Latin book that was ever printed in Ire- 
land). Wherein, after a (hort account of Pe- 
lagianifm, which had then much fpread itfelf 
in Spain, and Britain, he proceeds to the hif- 
tory of Gottefchalcus (a monk of the abbey 
of Orbais, who lived in the begirding of the 
ninth century) and his opinions', fliewmg, out 
of Flodoardus, and other approved writers of 
that age, that the points then held by this 
learned monk, and that were then laid to his 
charge by Hincmar archbifhop of Rhemes, 
and Rabanus archbilhop of Mentz ; and which 
they got condemned in a fynod held in that 
city, as alfo in another at Quierzy, were, not- 
Withftanding, defended and maintained by 
Remigius (or St. Remy) archbifhop of Ly- 
ons, and the church of that diocefs, as conro- 
nant to the feriptures and writings of the fa- 
thers. And ir. the conclufion, my lord there 
(hews the great conftancy of this poor monk, 
who, notwitftanding his cruel whippings, and 
long ixnprifonment, to which he had been con- 
demned 
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demned, by the council of Mentz, till , hie 
death, yet he would never recant, bet made 
two confeflions of his faith, which are them 
fet down, and by which it appears* that ma- 
ny things were laid to his charge, and coq- 
demneointhefe councils, which he never held* 
In this treatife, as the lord primate has (hewn 
himfelf excellently well (killed in the church- 
hiftory of thofe dark and ignorant agps ; fo 
he there concludes, that men (hould not dog- 
matize inthefe points. 

The lord primate having now fat mtchhi- 
fhop (ixteen years, with great (atisfa&ioo* and 
benefit to the church, about the beginning of 
this year, came into England with his wife 
and family, intending to tarry here a year, or 
more, abcait his private affairs, and then.to re- 
turn again : but it pleafed God to di&ppoint 
him in thofe refol imons, for he never (aw his 
tiadve country again ; not long after his com* 
wg to London (when he had killed his 
ty*s hand, and been received by hi m with his 
wonted favour) he went to Oxford, .as well fo 
be abfent from thofe heats and differences, 
.v'hich then happened in th^t fliort parliament, 
as alfo with greater freedom to jrarfue his 
ffudies fn the libraries there, where he was 
accommodated with lodgings in Chr^chi^ch# 
by Dr. Morice, canon of thathonfe,^ ^ He- 

brew profefior ; and whiift he was there, he 
converted with the meft learned perfonsia 
that famous univerfity, who ufbdhira with au 
due tefytfk, whilft he continued with them $ 
Vox. VI. I \ 
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tfo After he had refuted there fome time, he re tump- 
ed again toLotrdon, where, after the fitting of that 
long, and' wibappy parliament, he made it his 
hunnefs, as well by preaching, as writing, to 
•exhort them ter loyalty, and obedience to their 
prince ; endeavouring, to the utmoft of hie 
power, to heal up thofe breaches, and recon- 
cile thofe differences, that were ready to break 
•out, both in church and (late ; though it did 
-not meet with that firccefs he always defirtd. 
That unhappy difputp between his majefty 
and the two houfes, concerning his palling the 
bill for the earl of Strafford’s attainder, now 
arifing, and he, much perplexed and divided 
between the clamour of a difeontented people 
and unfatisfied confcience, thought fit to ad- 
■Vife with fome of his bifhops, what they 
thought he ought to do in point ’of confidence 
(as he had before confultrd his judges irt* mas- 
ters of law) among which his majefty thought 
fit to make choice . of the ^ lord primate 
for one, though without his fceking or 
knowledge; but fince fome men, either 
•out of fpleen, or becaufe they would 
■not rctradfc from what they had once written 
> from vulgar report, have thought fit to publish, 
atrif the lord primate fbould ad rife the king 
tofignthefrHl foe the (aid earl’s attainder, it 
W$l! rtdt be amifs to give you herd that relation 
which Dr. Bernard had under his own hand ; 
and has printed in the funeral fermon by him 
publifixed ; which was as folio wet h. 

• '"‘That Sunday morning wherein die' king 
confulted with the four bifhops (of London, 
a fliop 
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Durham, Lincoln, and Carlrfle) the archbi- 
fliop of Armagh was not prefen ty being theh 
preaching (ad he then accaftomed himfelf 
every Sunday to do) in the Church of Covent- 
Garden ; Where a meflage coming unto hiih 
from his majefty, he descended froth the pul- 
pit, and told him that brought it, he was then 
(as he law) employed about God’s buftnefi ; 
which as foon as he had done, he would at- 
tend upon the king, to uftderftand his plea- 
fur e : but the king (pending the whole after* 
noon in the feridus debate of the lord Straf- 
ford’s cafe, with the lords of his council, and 
the judges of the land, he could not before 
evening be admitted to his majefly’s prefence. 
There the qfleftion was again agitated, gi Whe- 
ther the king in juft ice, might pafs the bill of 
Attainder again ft the ear! of Strafford (for that 
Jwjmght vmeW mercy to him was no queftioit 
At $11) no man doubting but that the king, 
without the leaft fcruple of coiifeience, might 
have granted him a pardon, if other reafafzis 
of ftate (in whfch the bifhops were made neither 
judges, nor advtfers) did not hinder him. 

'The whole refult therefore of the deter- 
mination of the bilhops was to jthis efie£l; 
that therein the matter cfffc£, and mat- 
iiher of tew, wete to be dift&jgtfiftei : 
-that of the matter of f aft, he himfelf 
might make a judgement?, hawing been ptb- 
font at all proceedings agairift- the faid 
where, if opoft' hearing the allegittdjtfdn 
- eithei &hv he- dkf not -ctmeeive hhn guihy Of 
the crimes wherewith he was charged, he 
l 2 could 
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coaid not in joflice condemn him : but for the 
matter in law, what was treafoa, and what 
was not, h e was Co reft in the opinion of the 
judges 3 whofe office it was to declare the 
law, and who were fworn therein to carry 
thcmfelves indifferently betwixt him and his 
fubjeds •. which gave his anyefty occafion to 
complain of the dealing of the judges with 
him not long .before : That having cameftly 
prefled them to declare in particular, wjhat 
pant of the lord of Strafford’s charge they 
Judged to be trcafonablc (for as much as upon 
the hearing of the proof produced, he might 
in his confcience, perhaps, find him guiltleft of 
that fad) he .could not by any means draw 
them to nominate .any in particular but that 
upon die whole matter, treafon ipight juftly 
he charged upon him. And in ths fecond 
m eeting , it was obfernd, that the bifhop of 
London fpoke nothing at all, but the bimop 
of Lincoln not only fpake, but put a writing 
into the king’s hand, wherein, what was con- 
tained, the red of his brethren knew not.” 

Not many months after the execution of the 
auifortanate xarl of Strafford, there came over 
the unhappy news of the breaking put of the 
horrid Ism rebellion, in which, as his majefty’s 
{with the £nglifh and proteftant) intereftin 
that kingdom, received an inexpreffibie blow* 
fo likewifc die lord primate bore too greats 
fbave in that common affidion; for in a very 
lew days the rebels had plundered his hopfe 
in the country, feiaed on his rents, quite ruin- 
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ti 9 Or dedroyed his tenements, kilted* or 
drove away his numerous nocks, and herds of 
cattle, to* very gbeat value y and, m a word, 
had not left him any thing in that kingdom, 
which tfcaped their jury, but his library, and 
fome furniture in his houfe at Drogheda, which 
were Secured by the ftrength of that place, 
notwithftanding a long and dangerous liege' 
by thole rebels ; which library was feme years 
after conveyed over to Cheller, and from 
thence to London : this mud needs reduce 
him to a very low condition, happening 
not long after Michaelmas, when he 
Cxpefled a return of his rents, fo that he wa? 
forced, for h h prefent fupply, to fell or pawn 
all the plate and jewels he had ; this, though 
a very great tryal, yet made not any change 
In his temper^ (till fubmkting to providence, 
with Chriitian patience. Yet thefe afflictions 
were fufficient to move compaffion, even in 
the breads of foreigners 5 for, lome months 
after his Ioffes, the city, and univerfity of 
Leyden offered to chufe him their honorary 
profoffbr, with a more ample {Upend, than 
hud been formerly annexed to that place: and 
Dr. Bernard, in nis above cited fermon, like* 
wife telTs us, that cardinal Ricblieu did, about 
the fame time, make him aninyitation ip 
come into France, with a promife of a very 
noble pendon, and freedom *of his ieligib|( 
there ; and that this is not unlikely maybe 
proved from the great honour that Caroinat 
111 for him, which he exprefled by a letteKfulT 
I 3 of 
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of kindneCs and refpeft, accompanied with q 
goM medal of coniiderable value, having his 
own effigies ftamped upon it, which is'ftill 
prefcrvca ; thefe were fent him upon his pu- 
oltfhing his work, De Primordiis Rcclcfiarura 
Briianicarum, which prefcnt was alfo returned 
by the lord primate, by a letter of thanks, 
with ahandfome prefent of Irifh grey-hounds, 
and other rarities which that country afforded. 
Rut it pleafed his majefty to provide for him 
much better in England, by conferring on 
him the bifhopric of Carlifle (then void by 
the death of Dr. Potter) to hold in commen • 
dam ; this, though very much abated by the 
Scotch and Englifh armies quartering upon it, 
as alfo by the unhappy wars which not long 
after followed ; yet he made fhift to fubfilt 
upon it; with fome other helps, «unti) that re- 
bellious houfe of commons fejzed upon aU bi- 
fhopslands; and though, in confideration of 
his great Ioffes in Ireland,' as alfo of his own 
merits, and to make him fome fatisfa&ion for 
what they took away, they voted him a pen- 
fion of four hundred pounds per annum, yet 
Tcarinot hfear that bfc ever received it above 
once, or twite at moft ; for the Independant 
fitftibd getting uppermoft, foon put an ehd to 
thatjpavment. 

His majefty having now left London, bv 
veafon of the tupiults there, and the undutifdl- 
nejft- of the houfe of comshons towards him, 
lord primate being more deeply afHi&ed 
for thole breaches, than for all his own fuffer- 

inga, 
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ixigs, having now no more fatnfaftion in abide 
ing longer in London, he refolved to remove* 
thence for Oxford, not long before hi$ ma- 
jefly’s coming thither : and here, though the 
lord primate’s outward condition was much' 
ieflened, to what it was before, yet his great- 
nefs being founded upon a more folid bottow* 
than riches, and outward fplendor, he was re- 
ceived with the fame, or rather greater kind-* 
nefs and refpeft than before. 

, The reverend Dr. Prideaux, bifliop of 
worcefter (his good friend) lent him his houfe 
adjoining to Exeter-college, which he accept- 
ed of, as being near his bufinefs at the public 
library, where he now purfued his ftudies, 
preparing divers treaties for the public view, 
feme of which he al{o printed there^nor did be 
lefs endeavour to be fe^viceable to men’s fouls, 
than to the commonwealth of learning^preach- 
ihg commonly at one church or other, 
every funday, and for great part of the time, 
in the forenoons, fometimcs at St. Olavcs, and 
fpmetimes at Alhallows, where he had con- 
stantly a great audience,, both of fcholars and 
others; where, notwithftandiqg the learned - 
nefs of moft of his hearers,' he rather cbofe a 
plain fubftantial way of preaching, for the pro* 
moting of piety and virtue,, than ftudied elo- 
quence, or a. vain oftcm&tion of learning ; fo 
that he quite put out of countenance that 
windy, ams&ca fort of oratory, .which was 
I4 thenr- 
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their much in ufe, called florid preaching, or 
ftrong lines. t ' 

This ftmmer the lord primate was nominat- 
ed (though againft his defire) to be one of 
the afiembly of divines at Weftminfter, as 
were alfi) Dr. Browning, bifhop of Exeter; 
Dr. Weftfield, bifhop of Briftol, and divers 
others of the orthodox clergy, but the lord 
primate neither approved of the authority 
that named him, nor yet of the buftnefs they 
met about ; fo that he never troubled himfelf to 
go thither ; but when that mock afiembly 
found he fcorned to come among them, they 
complained of him to the houfe of commons* 
whofoon votedthim out again ; which yet the 
arch bifhop took more kindly, than their chu- 
fing him into it ; and now when dii* prevalent 
feaion, fitting at Weftminfter, fosnd that the 
archbifhop was not for their turn, bat to the 
contrary, had in divers fermons at Oxford, 
preached againft their rebellious proceedings, 
they were fo enraged at him, that the conr* 
mittee they had appointed for delinquent 9 * 
eftates (as they nick- named thofe who now 
faithfully ferved their prince) made an ordef* 
for the lemng of a ftudy of books of a con- 
fiderable value, which he had either brought 
over with him, or bought here, and were left 
behind in Cheftea-college, which were feiaed 
accordingly, and had been fold by them, had 
Jtot Dr. ready, who was then m feme favour 
wtdr them, by reafon of his being one that 

&B 
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At in that affbnbly (though ptherwifc oriho& 
dox, and loyal) made an ititereft with their f > 
By the means of Mr. Seiden (a member of the 
houfe, as affo of the affetfbfy) to obtain thole* 
books for his own ufe, either as a gift, or by 
laying down fome money for them j and fo 
got them into his hands, and fecared them 
for my lord primate’s ufev at leaf! as many of 
them as were not embezzled, or ftolen away 
wbilft they were in their cuftody, so among#: 
ocher things divers papers and colle&iops of 
his own writing, with all his letters, either to, 
or from his learned friends (which he had left 
behind him there) were then plundered. 

And now it being given out, that Oxford 
would ioon be befieged, and that the king 
would fpe$dily quit that place, the lord pri- 
mate was adyifed by his friends (if it were 
poffible to be avoided) not to ran that hazard* 
and therefore having been before invited by 
Kis fon-in-law, Sir Timothy Tirrel (who had 
married his only daughter) to come to thenar 
at Caerdiffe in Wales (where the laid Sir Ti- 
mothy was then governor, and general of the 
ordnance, under the lord Gerard, lieutenant- 
general of his majeffy's forces in South" Wales) 
me lord primate refbhred to accept that invi- 
tation, and fo having taken leave of his majef* 
ty, he, with Ms approbation, took die op- 
portunity of waiting upon Jtfs highnds the* 
prince of Wales as far as Briliol; and fronr 
thence he went to Caerdiffe, where kis fotr 
and daughter welcomed him, with all that joy 
1*5 and- 
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affettion which fo good a father, after fo 
lopg an abfence, could expeft. 

Here he Hayed almofta year, free from the 
dangers of war, this being a ftrong garrifon, 
and well manned, which invited many per- 
sons of quality to come thither for fafety, fo 
that the lord primate had a good opportunity 
to purfue his iludies, having brought many 
Clefts of hooks along with him ; and he now 
made a great progrels in the foil part of his 
annals, 

Whilft he was at Caerdiffe, hismajefty, after 
the fatal battle of Nafeby, came into Wales, 
to my lord marquis of Worcefter’s, at Rag- 
land ; and from thence to Caerdiffe, where he 
flayed Tome days ; and the lord-primate then 
enjoyed the fatisfa&ion, though upon a fad 
occasion, *of his majefty’s excellent converfa- 
tion in the fame houfe, who received him with 
his wonted kindnefs and favour, 

Whilfl: he was there, the lord]- primate 
preached before him in the caflle ; and, when 
Lis majefty went away, and that the lord- 
primate had taken his leave of him, be de- 
clared, that nothing came nearer to his heart 
than (he, imminent danger of the king and 
church, with the effulion of fo much Chriftian 
blood. 

. His majefty's neceffities now not permitting 
him to leave many men in garrifons, he was 
forced to unfurnlfh this, as well as others, of 
its ibldiers and ammunition; fo that Sir Ti- 
mothy Tyrrel was forced, to quit that govem- 

* ment 
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meat $ [by rcafon of which, the arehbilhop* . 
being forced to remove, was in a great ftrait 
whither to go, the ways from thence to Qxford , 
being all cut off by the enemy ; fo that he had 
feme thoughts, being near the fea, of going 
over into Fiance, .or Holland ; to both which 
places he had been before invited, as hath 
been already mentioned : but, whiifl he was 
in this perplexity, the lady-dowager Stradling 
font him a kind invitation to come to her calUe 
of St. Donates as foon as lie pleafed ; which 
he accepted as a great favour: but, by the 
time he was ready to go, with his daughter,, 
the lady Tyrrel, the country thereabouts was 
op in arms, in a tumultuous manner, to the 
number of ten thoufand, as was fupppfed, who 
chofe themfelves officers to^form them in a 
body, pretending for the king^ buij?«|, would 
not be governed by EnglHh comrttmters, or 
{offer any Englifh garrifons in the country, . 

This gave the lord-primate a frdh diftiirb- 
ance, the Welfh men lying upon, the ways-. 
between that place and St. Donates: but there : 
were fbme at that time in Caerdiffie, who, 
would needs undertake, to convey, the lord* 

{ .imate, and his company , through bye-ways, . 
TO that he might avoid this tumultuous raV 
ble ; which, though it might be well advifed 
by the then governor of CacrdifFe, and was . 
faithfully enough executed by thtfm that- an* 
dertook it, yetnappened veay ill for my lord » 
and thofe that were with him 5 for goirfg by . 
feme private ways near the mountains* they 
16 foil , 
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in to ^ (haggling party that were {coining 
thereabouts, who loon ted them to their main 
body, where it was crime enough they were 
Engli/h } fo that they immediately fell to 
plundering and breaking open the lord-pri- 
mate’s chelb ©f books and other things which 
he then had with him ; ranfacking all his ma* 
nufcripts and papers, many of them of his own 
hand-writing ; and, not content with this* 
they pulled the lord primate, and his daughter 
ana other ladies from their horfes ; all which 
the lord-primate bore with his wonted pa- 
tience, and a Teeming unconcerned Refs : but 
now fbme of their officers coming in (which 
were of the gentry of the country) teemed 
very much athamed of this barbarous treat- 
ment, and Jby A^e, or fair means, caufed 
their h|^^iliaother things, which were ta- 
kenfroiPGSem, to be reftoredf but as for the 
books and papers, they were got into too ma- 
ny hands to be then retrieved ; nor were 
thefe gentlemen fatisfied with this, but fome 
of them very civilly conducted him through 
the reft of this tumultuous rabble* to Sir 
John Aobery’s houfe, not far oft, /where he 
was- civilly received, and lodged that night j 
.T he next day divers of„the neighbouring gen* 
6^3and clergy came to vifit him^ and to con* 
dole this irreparable lofs ; promifing to do 
their utmoft endeavours, that what books or 
papers were not burnt or torn, fhould be re** 
hmi i ahd fo very dvUly waited on him to 
Sr.Jbonatef ; and to let you- fee that theft 

gentlemen 
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gentlemen and miniften?, did not only pr<r- 
toife fo, bat were alfo able to perform It; they 
ufed their power with the people, pub- 
ttfoing in the' churches all over tnofe parfe r 
that aH that had any fuch hoofed, or paper** 
fhould brine them to their mtniftecs, or land* 
lords, which they accordingly did ; fo that 
in two or three months there were brought in* 
to him, by parcels, all his books and papers, 
fo fully, that being put all together there were 
found not 'many wanting; 

Whilft the lord primate was at St; Donates* 
hefpenthis rime chiefly, in looking over the 
books and manuferipts in the library in thaar 
caftle, and which had been collected by Sir 
Edward Strolling,* a great antiquary* junh 
friend of Mr. Cambden’s; and eu$ of theft 
manuferipfe the lord primate iftjmfcwaay 
choice collections of the Brkifh, or^Wekh 
antiquity. 

Within a little more than a- month after 
lord primate’s coming hither, he was taketr- 
with a fliarp and dangerous illnefs, which be ** 1 
ganat. firft with a llranguary and fupprefion of 
urine, with extremity of torture* which a« 
hue caufed a violent bleeding at tbenofo, fog 
near fotty hours together; without any coat fi M pd 
derable intermiffian ; no means applied cduHF' 
flop it, fo that the phyfickns* fcnd air about 
him, defpaired of his life*, rill at laft (they ap* 
prehending he wa» expiring) ft flopped. of it* 
lelf ; he lay a good while- in> a trance | 
but it is worth the remembering* that whilft 
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he war In the midft of his pam, as alfb his 
bleeding, he was fldl patient, praiilr g God, 
and refigning up hlmfelf to his will, and giv- 
ing all thofe about him, or that come to vifit 
him, excellent heavenly advice to a holy life, 
and due preparation for death, e’re its n gomes 
ftized them ; faying, it is a dangerous thing 
to leave all undone, till our laft ficknefs ; I 
fear a death* bed repentance will avail us lit- 
tle* if we have lived vainly, and vicioufly, 
and neglected our converfion, till wc can fin 
no longer : and then, faid he, you will find 
the comfort of it at your death : and your 
change will be happy. 

After the lord primate had fully recover- 
ed his flrength at St. Donates, and been 
moft kindly entertained, and tenderly ufed du- 
ring hifctypfeat weaknefs, by the lafiy of that 
place. He began to confider where next to 
remove, but the king’s affairs growing every 
day more defperate, and Oxford like fpeedily 
to be taken, there was no returning thither; 
nor yet had he mind to trull himfelf at Lon- 
don, the faction there being very much exaf- 
perated againfl him; therefore he began to 
reaffvunehis former thoughts of pafhng beyond 
thefeas* and upon this endeavoured to get a 
fdfibl for his traafportation (having before 
obudsfed a pafs from the earl of Warwick, then 
admiral, for that purpofe) but when he had 
a veffel prepared fot him, there came into the 
road, before Caerdiife, a fquadron of fhfys, 
under the* command of enr Mohon, vice-ad- 
miral 
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xniral for the parliament: whereupon the lord 
primate Tent to him (being then aihorfe at 
CaerdifFe) to know if he would fuffer him to 
go by him ; and (hewed him the pafs above- 
mentioned, to which Molton returned a rude, 
and thieatning anfwer, abfolutely refufing it, 
and faying, if he could get him into his hands* 
he would fend him a prifoner to the parlia- 
ment ; by which you may fee how highly en- 
raged thofe of that faftion were againft this 
good bifhop, for adhering to the king. He 
being thus difappointed in his dedgn, attempt- 
ed it no farther. And not long after came to 
him a mod kind invitation from that noble 
lady, the countefs dowager of Peterborough, 
to come and make his abode with her, and 
(he would engage that he ihould not be^ mo* 
lefted, but*have all accommodation^ fuitable 
to his condition, and the great affe&ion and 
efteem (he had for him, as a return for thofe 
benefits (he had formerly received from him, 
in converting her lord, and fecuring herfelf 
from popery ; as has been already related 3 
fo, after Fome confederation, he thought 'fit to 
accept this kind offer ; and after having ob- 
tained pafifes for his journey* he left St. Do* 
nates, after almoft a year’s refidence there* 
But it muff not be forgotten, that before he 
left Wales, the great expences of his ficknels, 
and removals in the ear paft, had much re- 
duced him, as to his purfe,* nor knew he 
where to get it fupplied $ when it pleafed 
God to put it into the hearts of diver* worthy 

perfona 
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©erfons of that country, to confer that the 
ford primate had not only fuffcred much by 
the rudenefs of the rabbfe (as hath been al- 
ready related/ but alfc by a long and* expen- 
five ncknefs : lo they fent him, unknown to 
each other, divers conftderable fums ; fo that 
he had in a few weeks enough to fupply all 
his prefent occafions, and alto to defray the 
expences of his journey into England. This 
the good bifhop accounted a lpecial provi- 
dence, and was very thankful for it. 

So the lord primate arrived fafe at the 
countefs of Peterborough’s houfe in London, 
in June following, where he was moft kindly 
received by her ; and from this time he com- 
monly refided with her, at fome or other of 
her hoofes, till his death; where gow he met 
With afrefh difturbance: there was an order 
of parliament, that whomever fliould come 
from any of the king’s garrifons, to London,, 
mufl fignify their names to the committee at 
Gold/imths-hall, and there give notice of their 
Being in town, and where they lodged. Ac- 
cordingly, Jhne the eighteenth, he fent to 
Gold fmiths- hall to acquaint them, that he was 
in town, and, at the countefs of Peterborough’s 
houfe, but they refufid to take notice of his 
Being in town, without his per&nal appear- 
ance ; fo upon a fummons lent from the com- 
mittee of examinations at Wcftminfter, he ap- 
peared before them ^ Being advrfed by his 
friends & to do) they ffritffy examined him* 
where he had been ever fine© his departure 

from 



jAtfES US!* Eft. fTjf 

fce m London, and whether he had any leavd 
for his going from London to Oxford ; her 
anfwered, he had a pafs from a committee 
of both houfes ; they demanded farther, whe- 
ther Sir Charles Coote or any other, ever defi- 
ned him to ufe his power with the king, for si 
toleration of religion in Ireland ? He an- 
fwered, that neither Sir Charles Coote, nor 
any other, ever moved any fuch thing to him* 
but that as foon as he heard of the Irnh agent** 
coming to Oxford, he went to the- king, and 
befeeched his majefty not to do any thing 
with the IrHh, in point of religion, without 
his knowledge: which his majefty promifed 
he would not ; and when the point Of tolera- 
tion came to be debated at the council-board, 
the king, with all the lords there, alfolutefy* 
dented it ; and he profefied fen hss part, thafc 
he was ever againft it, as a thing dangerous to 
the proteftant religion : having anfwered thefif 
queries, the chairman of the committee offered 
him the negative oath (which had been made 
on purpofe for all thofe that had adhered to 
the kjeg, or came from any of his garrHons}' 
but nfe defired time to confider of mat, and 
fo he Was difmifled, and appeared no merer 
for Mr. Seldfcn, and others of his friends far! 
thehoufe, made ufe of their intereft to put *' 
Hop to that trouble. Not long after this, he 
retired with the counted of roterboreogh to 
her houfe at Rygate in Surry, where be often 
preached, either in her chapel, or in the par 
nfh chinch of that place, and always whilft be* 
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cpotiaued t^er^r fefapcmly reforted to 
ipahy of the* bed oftjhe, gentry and clergy 
thereabouts,,^® well, to enjoy his excellent 
ccmverfation, as for his opinion and advice in 
matters of religion* . 

About the beginning, of this year, 1647, ho 
was chofen by the honourable fociety of Lift? 
coin Vimv Jo be their preacher, which, alter 
ibuie lbllicitations, he accepted, and the trea- 
surer, and benchers of that houfe (whereof 
his good friend Mr. Hales, fince lord chief 
juftke, was one) ordered him handfome lodg- 
ings, ready furnifhed ; as alio divers rooms for 
his library, winch was about this time brought 
up from Cheder. 

Here he was mod kindly received, and* 
treaiedwith all refpe^t and honour* conftantly 
poaching ail the time for almod eight years, 
tdi; at lad, bis eye-fight and teeth began to, 
fail him, fo that be could not be well heard in 
fo large a congregation, he was forced, about- 
a year and a half before his death, to quit that 
nl?ae, to the great trouble of that honourable 
iociety, - * 

> After the lord primate had gone and taken 
has lad leave of his ma^efty, at Cari&rock 


c^ille, in the Ida of Wight, he returned/ to 
Southampton* in order to his going towards 
London; where he was kindly received by 
t$c chief of the*town, and withal entreated to 
pfeach there the next day, being, Sunday ; 
out when, he thought of complying with their 
4efik> the governor of the gamfbn hearing of 

it*. 
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Ur C&me to -the lord-primate, and $qld him, 
He Bad been informed; Be intended, ta preach 
pn the 'morrow $ to which be answered, Ye$, 
*tmt true. Jtle replied, that it might be, at 
that time, of ill confequence to the place, and 
therefore wifhed him to forbear, for they could 
not permit it. 

Not long after his return to London, his man 
jelly was brought up thither as a prifoner by 
the army, in order to that wicked piece of 
pageantry which they called his tryal ; and 
now, too foon after, came that fatal thirtieth 
of January, (never to be mentioned, or thought 
on, by all good men, without grief and de- 
tection) on which was perpetuated the moil 
execrable villainy, under the pretence of juf- 
tice, that ^ver was a&ed fince the world be- 
gan ; a king, murdered by his own fiibjeft#, 
before his own palace, in the face of the fna?; 
for which the lord-primate was fo deeply fen- 
fible and afHidled, that he kept that day as a 
private fall fo long as he lived. 

After the fad tragedy of his majefty's death, 
the government (if it may be fo called, w-as 
-managed by a corrupt oligarchy, until Oliver 
Cromwell turned them out and fet himfolf up 
for prote&or, by the help of his ar my and 
creatures, though with equal tyranny.and ar- 
bitrarineft as the former.* 

, We cannot now omit to sake notice, that 
Oliver Cromwell, to make the world believe 
that he did not perfecute men for religion, had 
for fame time before this Jhe wed Jkvour to fome 

of 
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of the orthodox clergy ; fo that it is the* f€$ 
wonder if he alfo feat for the lord-primate 
to come to him, who was at firft on willing to 
go ; bat confidering that his refufel would out 
exaiperate him, he went accordingly, and was 
received by Cromwell with great outward 
kindnefs and civility, and promifed the arch- 
Whojiric of Armagh for twenty-one years, 
which my lord primate thought it no harm to 
accept. But Cromwell relenting of his pro* 
mife, delayed palling the grant as long as the 
lord- primate lived ; and, by an imputation of 
malignancy to the lord-primate’s ion-in-law 
and daughter, he freed himfelf from that pro* 
wife. 

Cromwell being now highly enraged again ft 
the loyal party, began now to difdiarge part 
fcta rage upon the orthodox cllrgy, forbid* 
i»g them, under great penalties, to teach 
fthools, or to perform any part of their mi- 
nifterial function : whereupon fome of the 
moft confiderable epifcopal clergy defired the 
lord-primate that he would me his intereft 
with Cromwell to allow them the freedom of 
ferving God in their private congregations, 
according to die Liturgy of the church of Eng- 
land: which, agreeable to their defire, he did; 
and was at laft promifed that they (hould not 
be molefted if they meddled not with matters 
relating to his 'government; but, when the 
IhrdNprjmate went to get this proxhife ratified, 
he {hid, that he had fine* considered it in coonr 
add found it not &fe for him tn ; grant 
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liberty of conference to throfe fort of men who 
were reftlefs and implacable enemies to him 
.and his government ; and fo taking a courte- 
ous leave of the lord primate, he left him 
without doubt that it was in vain to urge his 
fuit any farther* 

Not long after this, viz. about the middle 
of February following, he went from London 
to Rygate., taking his laft leave of his friends 
and relations, who never had the happxnefs of 
feeing him again : and, not long before his 
death. Dr. Parr preaching a fermon there, 
where this good bilhop was prefent, after 
church he was pleated to confer with him is 
private, and fpake to this effedl : 

“ I thank you for your fermon, I am going 
jout of this world, and I now define, accord- 
ing to your tbxt (Col. iii. 12.) to feekthofo 
things which are above, where Chriffc fitteth 
on the right hand of God ; and to be with 
him in heaven.” 

So that all his difeourfe was of heavenly 
things, as if bis better pact had been there alt- 
ready, freed from the body and all terrene 
attritions ; and he teemed as if he were feri- 
ouily confidering his fpiritual date, and making 
ready for his depasture, which he now Shortly 
expelled; for, on the twentieth of March, the 
day he tell fick, after he had been mote part of 
it, as long as he had light, at his ftudy, he 
went from thence towifit a gentlewoman the*' 
fick in che houfe, giving her mote excellent 
preparatives for death, together with other 
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for ahrtoft an hour, that eight, 
#6er foppeiy&e firft cmpplained of his hip, 
judging uid^be a touch of the friatica, which 
Aw 'had many* years befoie. Next morning 
OUrty he complained of a great pain in his fide ; 
anJjf, a pbyucian being fent for, he prefcribed 
what he thought convenient in that cafe ; but 
it could not thereby be removed, but rathe* 
cncre|fed more and more upon him. 

Up&ft Tome abatement of the torture, he ad* 
Yifed thofe frboutf Mnvto provide for death in 
the timO of heakh, that then they might have 
nothing elfe to do bnt to die. Then taking 
his leave of the countefs of Peterborough, by 
whom he had been fo long and kindly enter* 
tainedf and giving her many thanks for all her 
kilfdxiefcio flirt, with excellent fpftrttual coun- 
cil, as a return for all her favouft. 

Then he defired to be left to his own private 
devotions; after which, the laft words he was 
heard to utter, about one o'clock in the after- 


noon, praying for fbrgivenefs of fins, were 
thefe: viz. O Lord forgive me, cfpecially my 
fins of oshiffion ! So prefently after this, in 
fure hopes of a glorious immortality, he fell 
jp fc ep , to the great grief and affli&ion of the 
ft&ooatntef*, who could never faffiofcndy la- 
ment her own end the church’s great krfs, by 
hi# top fodden departure oat of th$pfe. 
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